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OUR  DIARY  FOR  iooi. 

We  desire  to  remind  advertisers  once  more  that  The  Chemists' 
and  Dbuggists'  Diary  for  1901  is  rapidly  approaching  comple- 
tion ;  and,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  our  sending  copies  to  foreign 
and  colonial  subscribers  so  as  to  be  delivered  in  the  most  remote 
parts  of  the  world  by  Christmas,  the  Publisher  will  receive  adver- 
tisements up  to,  but 

Not  Later  than,  Saturday',  November  3. 

It  is  highly  important  that  everyone  interested  should  secure 
space  in  the  Diary  before  that  date.  The  growing  utility  of  the 
Diary,  and  the  increased  frequency  of  its  use  by  buyers  and 
business  men,  are  excellent  reasons  for  inserting  effective  adver- 
tisements in  it.  We  may  also  remind  those  who  have  contracts 
for  series  of  advertisements  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  that 
their  advertisements  will  be  inserted  in  the  Diary,  therefore,  they 
should  see  at  once  in  regard  to  the  copy  of  such  advertisements. 


Summary. 


A  New  System  of  electric-lighting  is  briefly  described  on 
p.  707. 

Our  Veterinary  Notes,  on  p.  717,  deal  with  parasites  which 
affect  sheep,  dogs,  cats,  and  other  domestic  animals. 

Why  did  Fahrenheit  divide  his  thermometer  scale  into  212  de- 
grees ?    The  facts  as  far  as  known  are  given  in  a  note  on  p.  691. 

Further  researches  on  pilocarpine  by  Pinner  and  his  col- 
league have  led  to  some  disagreement  with  Jowett's  results 
(P.  )• 

Our  Town  Traveller  has  been  going  the  rounds  again,  and 
describes  some  novelties  in  druggists'  sundries  and  Christmas 
goods  (p.  708). 

If  any  Subscriber  has  had  letters  similar  to  those  on  p.  687, 
and  from  the  same  writer,  we  would  be  obliged  if  they  would 
send  them  to  us. 

The  Statistics  regarding  Japanese  exports  and  imports  of 
drugs  and  chemical  products  during  the  second  quarter  of  this 
year  are  printed  on  p.  715. 

There  is  trouble  in  France  about  military  service  by  young 
pharmacists,  the  War  Office  there  being  somewhat  paralysed  by 
narrow  pink  bandages  (p.  681). 

A  Chemist  at  Pontefract  has  been  fined  for  selling  Gregory's 
powder  made  with  magnesium  carbonate.  The  defence  was  that 
the  B.P.  does  not  apply  (p.  702). 

The  Brewers'  Exhibition,  held  in  London  this  week,  again 
shows  a  falling-off  in  regard  to  temperance  beverages  and  apparatus 
and  materials  for  their  production  (p.  716). 

A  Firm  of  Dentists  in  Moorgate  Street  have  had  to  pay  a 
patient  40/.  damages  and  costs  in  respect  to  the  stopping  of  a 
tooth  which  gave  the  patient  trouble  (p.  702). 

Observations  and  Reflections  on  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen's  examina- 
tion-views, Mr.  Merson's  letter  on  magnesia,  and  Mr.  Broadhead's 
on  the  Widows'  Clause  are  contributed  by  Xrayser  (p.  691). 

Advanced  Pharmaceutical  Education  does  not  pay.  This 
was  the  burden  of  the  presidential  address  to  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  last  week  by  Mr.  Dewhirst  (p.  697). 

An  Action  against  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  been  com- 
menced in  Edinburgh  by  a  Minor  candidate  who  had  to  pay  the 
failure  instead  of  the  sick  fee  for  re-entering  the  examination 
(p.  703). 

The  report  of  the  analytical  competition  is  exceptionally  long 
this  month,  sixty- two  analyses  having  been  sent  in.  The  mixture 
contained  ammonium  alum,  calcium  phosphate,  and  borax 
(p;  676). 

Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford  has  resigned  the  Secretaryship  of  the 
North-East  Lancashire  Chemists'  Association  in  order  that  he 
may  have  more  time  to  work  for  a  seat  on  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  at  the  next  election  (p.  700). 

Mr.  E.  J.  Millard  describes  on  p.  684  a  visit  which  he  paid 
recently  to  the  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris.  His  notes  are 
illustrated,  and  contain  particulars  of  the  manner  in  which  anti- 
rabic  emulsion  is  prepared  and  administered. 

At  Br.adford  this  week  Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington  ha3  given  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  some  advice  in  respect  to  the  drafting 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill.  He  wants  the  Council  to  take  up  six 
subjects  and  to  wipe  out  company-pharmacy  (p.  699). 

Business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  is  not  quite  so  brisk  this  week 
as  last,  and  fluctuations  are  few.  Glycerin  is  easier  in  some 
quarters,  so  is  cod-liver  oil.  Oil  of  lemon  is  slightly  dearer  again, 
and  higher  prices  have  been  paid  for  menthol  (p.  711). 

There  is  a  specially  good  opening  just  now  for  pharmacists 
skilled  in  analytical  processes  to  take  up  urine-ana  lysis,  as 
insurance  companies  seem  dissatisfied  with  much  of  the  work 
done  in  this  department  for  them  by  medical  examiners  (p.  693,. 

In  a  Note  on  p.  692  we  reprint  an  Order  in  Council  and  a 
section  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  are  still  binding  upon  com- 
pounders of  medicine  so  far  as  the  preparations  in  the  B.P.  are 
concerned,  and  we  urge  upon  registered  chemists  the  desirability 
of  adhering  in  fact  and  spirit  to  these  orders. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  in  speaking  at  the  Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society's  dinner  last  week  referred 
to  the  relations  between  the  medical  profession  and  pharmacists, 
and  especially  to  the  authority  of  the  B  P.  in  regard  to  the  sale 
of  drugs.  He  suggested  a  new  coat  of  arms  to  be  placed  upon  the 
Pharmacopoeia  (p.  688  '. 
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Stubents'  Comer. 

Conducted  by  Richaed  J.  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and 
proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the 
•only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  portions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Wednesday,  October  31, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  November  1. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Novem- 
ber 10.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of 
the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  mixture  of  salts  sent  to  our  correspondents  on 
October  4,  consisted  of  equal  parts  of  ammonium  alum, 
calcium  phosphate,  and  borax. 

The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is  : — 


Al   

  2-02 

Ca   

 12-91 

Na   

  4-01 

NH4  

  1-32 

S04   

 14-11 

B407   

 13-62 

P208  

 20-43 

H„0  

 31-58 

100-00 

A  trace  of  chlorine,  and  slight  traces  of  iron  and  potassium, 
were  present  as  impurities. 

There  were  103  packets  of  the  powder  sent  to  corre- 
spondents, and  62  reports  of  analyses  were  received  in  reply. 
The  failures  in  the  detection  of  the  several  constituents 
were : — aluminium,  9  ;  calcium,  18  ;  sodium,  5  ;  ammonium, 
10  ;  sulphuric  acid,  2 ;  boric  acid,  23 ;  phosphoric  acid,  6. 
In  addition  to  those  complete  failures,  some  important 
constituents  were  reported  in  several  cases  to  be  present 
merely  as  traces;  calcium,  for  example,  was  reported  by 
three  students  to  be  present  as  a  trace,  whereas  the  powder 
contained  nearly  13  per  cent. 

The  chief  feature  of  this  exercise  was  the  presence  of  a 
salt,  insoluble  in  water  but  soluble  in  dilute  acids,  and 
which  was  precipitated  unaltered  on  the  neutralisation  of 
the  acid  which  kept  it  in  solution.  In  consequence  of  these 
properties  calcium  phosphate  was  precipitated  when 
ammonia  was  employed  as  a  group-reagent,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  depart  from  the  usual  course,  and  employ  a 
method  of  analysis  which  provided  for  the  detection  of  the 
alkali  earth-metal  under  such  circumstances,  as  well  as  for 
the  detection  of  other  metals,  such  as  aluminium,  which 
properly  belong  to  the  group.  The  method  generally  em- 
ployed is  to  filter  off  the  ammonium  precipitate,  dissolve 
it  in  water  containing  the  smallest  possible  quantity 
of  hydrochloric  acid,  and  then  treat  this  solution 
with  ammonium  or  sodium  acetate  in  such  quantity 
as  will  completely  convert  the  free  hydrochloric  acid 
into  a  salt  of  ammonium  or  sodium,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  substitute  for  it  the  equivalent  quantity  of 
free  acetic  acid.  Iron  and  aluminium  phosphates  are 
readily  soluble  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  but  not  in  acetic 


acid,  and  as  the  process  depends  upon  the  separation  of 
phosphoric  acid  in  combination  with  these  metals,  it  is 
necessary  that  no  free  hydrochloric  acid  should  be  present. 
It  is  at  this  stage  that  the  inexperienced  student  generally 
fails.  It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  further  particulars  of  the 
process  here,  but  if  those  who  have  been  unsuccessful  will 
repeat  the  work,  paying  special  attention  to  the  use  of  the 
acetate  in  sufficient  quantity,  and  also  remembering  that 
free  acetic  acid  must  be  present,  or  other  difficulties  will 
arise,  we  hare  no  doubt  they  will  have  little  difficulty  in 
getting  correct  results. 

Boric  acid  on  account  of  its  peculiar  properties,  and  the 
difficulty  of  separating  it  by  precipitation,  is  liable  to  be 
overlooked  altogether.  The  reaction  it  gives  with  turmeric 
paper,  and  its  coloration  of  the  alcohol-flame,  taken 
together  are  very  characteristic  and  easily  obtained  reactions. 
The  preliminary  examination  in  the  dry  way  often  gives 
indications  of  boric  acid  which  are  of  great  assistance.  In 
the  present  case  the  peculiar  swelling  up  of  the  powder 
when  heated  was  suggestive  of  borax.  It  was  possible  too 
to  observe  the  green  flame  coloration  of  boric  acid  by 
bringing  a  platinum  wire  with  some  of  the  powder,  moistened 
with  hydrochloric  acid,  close  to  the  lower  part  of  a  Bunsen 
flame.  Boric  acid  is  so  easily  volatilised  that  the  green 
colour  disappeared,  or  was  suppressed  by  the  yellow  of 
sodium,  the  moment  the  wire  became  red  hot,  but  so  long  as 
the  wire  was  kept  just  outside  the  flame,  yet  extremely  close 
to  it,  the  green  colour  was  distinctly  visible. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 
E.  H.  Harry,  57  Old  Town,  Clapham,  S.W. 

The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

Charles  McCann,  161  Crumlin  Road,  Belfast. 


Marks  Awarded  for  Analyses. 


E.  H.  Harry  (1st  prize)  .. 

.  98 

Aldehyde   

...  79 

C.  McCann  (2nd  prize)  .. 

.  97 

Anilin   

...  79 

James  R.  Stott   

.  96 

Weno 

...  78 

W.  Maxwell   

.  96 

Carolus   

...  77 

Own  Rhagom   

.  95 

Loughlorne... 

...  76 

Hygeia   

.  95 

Child 

...  75 

Excelsior  

.  95 

Mono   

...  75 

Judex   

.  94 

R.  E.  Jackson 

...  74 

Random 

.  94 

T.  E.  W  

...  73 

s.  s.  s  

.  94 

B.  M.  E  

...  72 

S.  V.  R  

.  93 

X.  Y.  Z  

...  70 

Jegow 

.  93 

Pharmacy  

...  70 

J.  F.  Ward  

.  93 

L.  E.  A  

...  67 

Bryophyte  ... 

.  93 

Nitric  Oxide 

...  65 

H.  G.  Mason   

.  93 

Wilton   

...  63 

S.  A.  M  

.  93 

Peterborough 

...  63 

W.  J.  J  

.  92 

Westminster 

...  62 

G.  W.  Marris   

.  92 

Piper  Long  

...  62 

R.  Pickup  

.  89 

W.  Rayner  

...  61 

E.  Kemp   

.  89 

Phenol   

...  58 

H.  G  

.  88 

Marcus 

...  55 

More  Light  

.  87 

Amar 

...  53 

Omega   

.  86 

Helium 

...  50 

Lai  ...   

.  86 

Lenore 

...  49 

Integer   

.  85 

Perseverance 

...  48 

W.  B.  Perry   

.  85 

Spider   

...  40 

En  Avant  

.  83 

Chimico 

...  37 

Hydroxyl  ... 

.  83 

X.  Y.  Z.  (Shipley) ... 

...  30 

T.  W  

.  82 

W.  A.  M  

...  20 

Epoc...   

.  80 

Mohican   

...  15 

J.  W.  Patterson   

.  80 

A.  S.  Reid  

...  10 

To  Correspondents. 

Prizes. — The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested 
to  write  at  once  to  the  Publisher,  naming  the  book  they  select, 
and  stating  how  they  wish  it  forwarded. 

Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price  not  greatly 
exceeding  half  a  guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  for  about  five  shillings  may  be 
taken  as  a  second  prize. 

Note. — All  communications  should  include  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers, 
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E.  H.  Haeky. — Your  report  is  returned  as  you  request,  but  in 
future  please  remember  that  no  report  can  be  returned. 

S.  A.  M. — We  repeated  your  experiment  exactly  as  you  de- 
scribed it  last  month,  and  failed  to  detect  the  manganese  spectrum. 
It  is  easily  obtained  with  pure  manganese  compounds.  The  test 
is  not  so  recent  a  discovery  as  you  suppose.  See  Boisbaudran's 
"  Spectres  Lumineux,"  published  in  1874. 

Sapo. — For  the  conditions  which  indicate  the  use  of  the  barium- 
carbonate  method  consult  Fresenius's  "Qualitative  Analysis," 
tenth  edition,  pp.  131,  307,  <fec. 

B.  Persei. — Your  report  was  duly  received  last  month,  and 
awarded  95  marks,  but  through  accident  we  omitted  it  in  our  list. 

R.  Pickup. — The  trace  of  potassium  was  not  easily  detected, 
except  by  aid  of  the  spectroscope.  Note  the  appearances  of  the 
flame  coloured  by  the  alkali  earth-metals  when  viewed  through 
your  blue  glass. 

E.  Kemp. — Though  you  detected  calcium,  you  omitted  it  in  your 
ist  of  constituents  found. 

H.  G. — Your  examination  for  acids  did  not  include  any  test  that 
would  detect  a  borate. 

More  Light. — See  remarks  to  "  H.  G." 

Omega. — Owing  to  the  very  gelatinous  nature  of  aluminium 
hydroxide  when  freshly  precipitated,  you  may  easily  under- 
estimate the  quantity  present.  The  low  atomic  weight  of  the 
element,  and  its  high  valency,  contribute  to  make  small  quantities 
of  aluminium  important. 

Lal. — You  should  have  used  sulphuric  instead  of  hydrochloric 
acid  to  liberate  boric  acid  in  the  alcohol-flame  test,  because  it  is 
undesirable  that  the  salts  produced  should  dissolve  in  the  alcohol, 
and  chlorides  are,  for  the  most  part,  soluble  in  alcohol,  while 
sulphates  are  insoluble. 

Integer. — Your  work  seems  carefully  done ;  it  is  difficult  to 
suggest  an  explanation  of  your  failure  to  detect  aluminium.  See 
remarks  to  "  Omega." 

W.  B.  Perry. — Please  send  your  address,  and  do  not  omit  it  in 
future  communications.  It  is  possible  in  your  attempt  to  detect 
aluminium  you  did  not  use  enough  ammonium  acetate  to  convert 
all  the  free  hydrochloric  acid  into  ammonium  chloride  and  free 
acetic  acid. 

En  Avant. — The  calcium  occurred  in  the  acetic-acid  solution 
from  which  aluminium  had  been  precipitated  as  phosphate.  You 
gave  no  particulars  of  the  treatment  to  which  this  solution  was 
submitted. 

Hydroxyl. — See  remarks  to  "  T.  W." 

T.  W. — The  method  you  followed  should  have  detected  calcium, 
but  it  is  better  to  completely  remove  the  phosphoric  radicle  in 
■combination  with  iron. 

Epoc. — See  remarks  to  "  H.  G." 

J.  W.  Patterson. — The  very  strong  and  persistent  flame- 
coloration  and  the  amount  of  residue  left  on  evaporating  the 
residual  solution  and  expelling  ammonium  salts,  showed  that 
there  was  more  than  a  mere  trace  of  sodium  present. 

Aldehyde. — You  proved  the  presence  of  two  acids  and  the 
absence  of  about  half  a  dozen,  but  made  no  mention  of  a  number 
of  others  that  might  have  been  present. 

Anilin. — You  did  not  state  how  you  proved  ammoniuin'absenf 
Even  a  minute  quantity  of  the  powder  mixed  with  soda,  lime,  or 
-calcium  hydroxide,  and  slightly  moistened,  gave  off  ammonia  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  be  easily  recognised  by  smell. 

Weno. — Please  send  your  name  and  address  ;  both  should 
accompany  every  communication.  The  precipitate  you  thought 
due  to  magnesium  consisted  of  calcium  phosphate.  If  you  had 
allowed  sufficient  time  the  calcium  would  have  separated  as 
carbonate. 

Carolus. — You  should  have  used  the  turmeric  and  the  alcohol- 
flame  tests  for  boric  acid.  The  silver  reaction  is  not  sufficiently 
distinctive. 

Loughlorne. — Though  you  might  have  obtained  better  results 
if  the  method  you  employed  had  been  carefully  carried  out,  the 
method  is  not  a  good  one.  It  is  better  to  filter  off  the  ammonia- 
precipitate  from  the  original  solution  and  treat  it  separately, 
removing  the  phosphoric  acid  in  combination  with  iron.  In  this 
case  the  filtrate  from  ammonia  is  examined  in  the  usual  way  for 
the  ammonium  sulphide  and  ammonium-carbonate  groups  and 
the  alkali-metals. 

Child. — The  probable  explanation  of  your  failure  to  detect 
calcium  is  that  you  did  not  use  enough  sodium  acetate  to  convert 
all  the  free  hydrochlorio  acid  into  sodium  chloride,  leaving  free 
acetic  acid.  This  would  account  for  the  absence  of  a  precipitate 
on  adding  ferric  chloride,  although  the  solution  must  have  con- 
tained phosphoric  acid  in  quantity. 


Mono. — It  is  clear  that  you  failed  to  precipitate  the  calcium  as 
carbonate,  and  subsequently  obtained  it  in  the  form  of  phosphate. 
A  dilute  calcium  solution  containing  much  sodium  acetate  and 
chloride  is  only  slowly  precipitated  by  ammonium  carbonate. 

R.  E.  Jackson. — The  colour  imparted  to  the  llame  by  the 
original  powder  ought  not  to  have  left  any  doubt  as  to  the  presence 
of  sodium  in  notable  quantity. 

T.  E.  W. — You  note  that  there  was  no  visible  change  when  the 
powder  was  heated  in  a  test-tube.  Water  of  crystallisation  was 
given  off  abundantly,  a  sublimate  was  formed,  and  ammonia  was 
evolved  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  readily  detected  by  smell. 

B.  M.  E. — Your  failure  to  detect  phosphoric  acid  was  fatal  in 
this  case.  It  was  due,  in  all  probability,  to  your  omitting  to  use 
the  molybdic  solution  in  large  excess. 

X.  Y.  Z. — You  detected  phosphoric  acid  in  a  solution  containing 
only  a  trace,  and  failed  to  detect  it  in  a  solution  which  must  have 
contained  it  in  quantity.    See  remarks  to  "  B.  M.  E." 

Pharmacy.— You  altogether  overlooked  boric  acid.  Your  report 
does  not  make  it  sufficiently  clear  what  solution  and  what  filtrate 
you  refer  to.  This  is  more  distinctly  indicated  by  ruling  off  a 
vertical  column  to  each  precipitate  that  represents  a  step  in  the 
process  of  separation,  and  an  adjoining  column  for  the  cor- 
responding filtrate. 

L.  E.  A. — A  dilute  nitric-acid  solution  of  the  powder  gave  only 
a  turbidity  with  silver  nitrate,  so  that  no  notable  quantity  of 
chloride  could  be  present. 

Nitric  Oxide. — You  disposed  of  the  acid  radicles  far  too  sum- 
marily, you  gave  no  particulars  of  your  test  for  boric  acid.  If  you 
hiid  used  a  sufficiently  delicate  test  for  ammonium  you  would 
have  formed  a  different  opinion  as  to  the  quantity  in  the  mixture. 

Wilton. — You  ought  to  have  detected  ammonia  by  smell  when 
you  heated  some  of  the  powder  in  a  tube.  Boiling  with  an 
alkaline  hydroxide  is  too  rough  a  test  for  the  detection  of  such 
small  quantities  of  ammonium  as  may  occur  in  mixtures  of  several 
salts. 

Peterborough. — See  remarks  to  "  Wilton." 

Westminster. — The  analysis  presented  some  difficulties,  and 
required  closer  attention  than  you  seem  to  have  been  able  to  give 
to  it.    See  remarks  to  "  Anilin  "  and  "  T.  E.  W." 

Piper  Long. — Please  send  your  name  and  address,  and  do  not 
omit  either  in  future  communications.  The  powder  sent  to  you 
contained  nothing  that  would  account  for  the  precipitate  you 
attributed  to  arsenic. 

W.  Rayner. — The  presence  of  a  phosphate  of  an  alkali  earth- 
metal  made  it  necessary  to  employ  a  special  method ;  for  the 
particulars  of  the  course  to  be  followed  in  such  cases  we  must 
refer  you  to  your  text-book. 

Phenol. — See  remarks  to  W.  Rayner. 
Marcus. — See  remarks  to  W.  Rayner. 

Amah. — The  marking  for  the  special  prizes  for  the  steadiest 
improvement  in  the  six  months'  contest  begins  with  the  present 
exercise.  Instead  of  treating  the  original  solution  with  sodium 
acetate  and  ferric  chloride  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  phos- 
phoric radicle,  the  phosphates  should  have  been  precipitated  by 
ammonia,  used  as  a  group-reagent  in  the  ordinary  course,  then 
filtered  off  and  treated  separately. 

Helium. — You  say  "the  substance  was  soluble  in  water."  This 
description  certainly  does  not  apply  to  the  powder  we  sent  you, 
and  it  seems  incredible  that  you  could  make  a  mistake  in  so 
simple  a  matter.  The  composition  you  assigned  to  the  powder 
would  certainly  make  it  highly  soluble  in  water. 

Lenore. — Accuracy  in  results  is  the  primary  consideration  in 
awarding  marks,  and  the  next  point  is  intelligence  and  originality 
in  carrying  out  the  work.  Reports  showing  that  the  work  has 
been  done  mechanically,  the  "  putting-through-the-chart "  kind  of 
report,  is  always  given  as  low  marks  as  the  results  will  admit. 
Your  omission  to  detect  a  phosphate  made  your  work  hopeless  in 
this  case.  You  require  to  make  an  experimental  study  of  the 
reactions  of  boric  acid. 

Perseverance. — The  simple  experiment  of  heating  a  substance 
in  a  tube  is  one  of  the  most  important  you  can  perform,  but  all 
your  senses  must  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  You  should  have 
noticed  the  sublimate  and  the  smell  of  ammonia. 

Spider. — One  of  the  biggest  flies  managed  to  evade  you  this 
time ;  we  cannot  imagine  how  the  sulphuric  radicle  escaped  your 
clutches. 

Chimico. — You  have  evidently  no  practical  knowledge  of  the 
tests  you  employ.  Even  a  trace  of  citrate  would  have  made  the 
powder  blacken  on  heating. 

X.  Y.  Z.  (Shipley). — Yon  should  not  have  concluded  that  lead 
chloride  crystallised  out  from  the  hydrochloric-acid  solution  of 
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the  powder  without  ascertaining  that  the  crystals  you  saw  really 
contained  lead  and  chloride.  Lead  is  never  completely  removed  in 
this  way,  the  filtrate  always  contains  enough  lead  to  give  a 
black  precipitate  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and  this  you  did 
not  obtain. 

W.  A.  M. — If  you  study  the  reactions  of  arsenic  by  actual  ex- 
periment, you  will  find  they  are  totally  different  from  those  you 
obtained  in  examining  this  powder. 

Mohican. — If  a  barium  salt  and  a  sulphate  had  been  present, 
the  powder  would  not  have  dissolved  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid. 

A.  S.  Reid. — The  powder  dissolved  completely  in  water  acidu- 
lated with  hydrochloric  acid,  even  in  the  cold.  The  more  severe 
treatment  you  adopted  caused  a  transposition  of  some  of  the  con- 
stituents, calcium  sulphate,  which  is  comparatively  insoluble,  and 
probably  borate,  being  produced. 


The  Tournament. 
The  analysis  now  reported  upon  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
six,  for  which  extra  prizes  will  be  awarded  at  the  end  of  the 
series  to  the  two  competitors  who  take  the  highest  aggre- 
gate of  marks  in  the  series,  and  to  two  of  those  amongst  the 
last  twenty-one  in  the  present  competition  who  show  the 
best  progress  during  the  tournament.  Competitors  will 
please  use  the  same  names  or  noms  cle  plume  throughout  the 
tournament. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Sidney  Clarke  has  been  committed  for  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey  on  a  charge  of  stealing  bicycles.  One  victim  was 
Mr.  John  Wood,  a  chemist's  assistant,  of  Walworth. 

An  explosion  took  place  at  the  varnish-works  of  Messrs. 
Mander  Brothers,  Wolverhampton,  on  October  24.  Three 
workmen  were  seriously  injured. 

We  understand  that  a  meeting  of  Barnsley  chemists  will 
be  held  on  November  1  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Barnsley,  to 
consider  the  feasibility  of  forming  a  chemists'  association. 

At  the  Guildhall  on  October  19,  James  Sherlock,  described 
as  a  chemist's  assistant,  was  fined  40s.  and  21*.  costs  for 
travelling  on  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  without  paying  his 
fare. 

Robert  Rogers,  a  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  in  busi- 
ness at  Plymouth,  whose  mind  had  become  unhinged, 
committed  suicide  at  Kensal  Rise,  on  October  17,  by  cutting 
his  throat. 

John  Wright,  of  Thirsk,  two  samples  of  whose  ginger-beer 
were  certified  by  Somerset  House  to  contain  3*4  per  cent, 
and  4'8  per  cent,  of  proof  spirit  respectively,  has  been  fined 
Is.  without  costs. 

A  schoolboy  named  William  Wyatt  was  remanded  at 
Yarmouth,  on  October  18,  on  a  charge  of  stealing  a  telescope 
valued  at  30s.  from  John  Bainesdell,  chemist's  assistant, 
55  Middlegate  Street. 

A  police-constable  at  Beccles  tookatablespoonful  of  oxalic 
acid  in  mistake  for  Epsom  salts  the  other  day,  but  the 
largeness  of  the  dose  was  his  salvation,  as  it  made  him 
violently  sick,  and  no  ill  effects  resulted. 

At  Brighton  on  October  22,  Thomas  Coultas  Hobson  (42), 
chemist,  pleaded  guilty  to  embezzling  10s.  6d.,  received  by 
him  on  account  of  his  employers,  Messrs.  Headlands  (Limited), 
chemists,  Brighton,  and  was  sent  to  gaol  for  fourteen  days. 

Clarence  George  Hendy,  the  14-year-old  son  of  Mr.  A. 
Hendy,  chemist,  Thorpedale  Road,  Holloway,  was  thought  to 
have  strained  himself  in  a  school  gymnasium,  but  died 
12  hours  after  an  operation  for  appendicitis  had  been 
performed  upon  him. 

At  Sandwich  Sessions  on  October  19,  Richard  Bailey, 
described  as  a  retired  chemist  and  druggist,  was  charged 


with  indecently  assaulting  a  little  girl.  Prisoner  denied  the- 
charge,  but  was  found  guilty,  and  bound  over  in  his  own 
recognisances  of  100?.  to  come  up  for  judgment  if  called 
upon. 

Mr.  William  Arkle,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lancaster,  has- 
been  nominated  for  the  Lancaster  Town  Council  for  Park 
Ward,  where  he  formerly  had  a  branch  business,  and  still 
resides.  Mr.  Edward  Cardwell,  of  Cardwell  &  Tibbitts, 
chemists,  Market  Street,  who  was  recently  created  J.P.  for 
the  borough,  is  another  candidate. 

At  Staffordshire  Sessions  on  October  16,  two  youths, 
Abraham  Brammeld  and  John  Murphy,  were  charged  with 
stealing  eighteen  sponges  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Feather- 
stone,  chemist  and  druggist,  Tunstall.  Brammeld  was  given 
three  months'  hard  labour,  and  Murphy  fourteen  days'  hard 
hard  labour  and  four  years'  detention  in  a  reformatory. 

Mr.  J.  Davy  Turney,  chemist,  of  Plymouth,  is  the  new 
President  of  the  local  Photographic  Society.  In  his  presi- 
dential address  he  spoke  of  the  progress  made  by  the  Society, 
which  was  strong  enough  in  good  workers  to  hold  its  own 
with  the  best  provincial  societies.  Photography,  he  remarked, 
could  either  be  made  a  mere  mechanical  process  or  raised  to 
a  high  art. 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

The  poison-list  for  the  week  is  small.  lOnly  five  fatal 
cases  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  all  due  to  scheduled 
poisons — two  from  prussic  acid,  two  laudanum,  and  the 
other  a  death  under  chloroform.  In  one  of  the  prussic-acid 
cases  evidence  was  given  at  the  inquest  by  Mr.  W.  T. 
Martin,  chemist,  High  Street,  Lewes,  that  deceased  (a  man 
named  Scrase)  obtained  3  dr.  of  prussic  acid  from  him  for 
the  purpose,  as  he  alleged,  of  killing  a  dog.  The  proper 
entry  was  made  in  the  poisons-book,  and  Mr.  Martin  stated  that 
he  at  first  demurred  to  supplying  Scrase,  telling  him  that  he 
(Mr.  Martin)  preferred  to  poison  the  dog  himself.  Deceased, 
however,  told  him  the  dog  was  in  the  country,  and  was  too 
ill  to  be  brought  to  Lewes.  Scrase  was  found  dead  in  a 
lumber-room  in  his  own  house,  but  the  bottle  which  had 
contained  the  acid  could  not  be  found.  The  medical  man 
who  was  first  called  in  had  some  doubts  as  to  prussic  acid 
being  the  cause  of  death,  but  two  other  doctors  who 
attended  thought  the  symptoms  pointed  to  such  a  cause, 
and  a  verdict  of  suicide  from  prussic-acid  poisoning  was 
returned.  Another  fatality  from  the  same  p  >ison  was- 
investigated  at  Lambeth  on  October  18,  the  victim 
being  Frank  Gower  (44),  a  porter  at  Prosser  Roberts's, 
chemists,  Church  Street,  Camberwell.  The  deceased  had 
been  depressed  for  some  time  and  took  some  prussic  acid. 
Mr.  R.  P.  Roberts,  the  deceased's  employer,  stated  that  he 
missed  a  bottle  of  prussic  acid  from  his  shop.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  whilst  menially  deranged. 

Polytechnic  Physics. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  London  County  Council  on  October  23, 
the  Technical  Education  Board  reported  that  the  provision 
of  the  new  physical  laboratory  at  the  South-Western 
Polytechnic  has  enabled  the  chemical  department  to  acquire 
the  premises  formerly  devoted  to  physics,  and  has  added 
very  greatly  to  the  facilities  afforded  for  the  study  of 
chemistry.  The  chemical  laboratory  at  the  Regent  Street 
Polytechnic  has  been  completely  reconstructed  and  refitted, 
additional  space  being  devoted  to  the  department. 

Drug-analyses. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  public  analyst  for  Sheffield,  in  his- 
quarterly  report  to  the  Sheffield  City  Council,  states  that 
of  ten  samples  of  compound  liquorice-powder  examined  by 
him  nine  were  genuine,  and  the  remaining  sample  contained 
only  about  one-twelfth  of  the  proportion  of  sulphur  required 
by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Five  samples  of  milk  of 
sulphur  and  four  of  grey  powder  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
Of  six  samples  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  one  contained  about 
five-sevenths  of  the  minimum  proportion  of  ethyl  nitrite. 
The  remaining  samples  contained  respectively  about  five- 
sevenths  and  one-half  the  minimum  proportion  of  ethyl 
nitrite,  and  in  addition  they  contained  L25  and  2'47  per- 
cent, of  water  in  excess  of  the  legitimate  proportion. 


October  27,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


679 


The  Cheque  Charge. 

The  youths  Clarence  Herbert  Reid  (16)  and  Frederick 
Vincent  Porritt  (14)  pleaded  guilty  at  the  Central  Criminal 
Court  on  October  22,  to  forging  and  uttering  a  cheque  for 
761.  13s.  M.,  with  intent  to  defraud.  The  circumstances  of 
the  case  were  reported  in  our  last  week's  issue,  page  641.  It 
was  stated  that  Reid  was  a  deserter  from  the  Coldstream 
Guards,  and  would  be  taken  back  to  his  regiment  and 
punished.  The  Recorder  bound  the  prisoners  over  in  recog- 
nisances to  come  up  for  sentence  if  called  upon. 

The  Treatment  of  "Warts. 

Henry  Benson  Atkinson,  coachman,  37  years  of  age, 
employed  by  a  Mr.  Simpson,  of  Hulme,  Manchester,  recently 
applied  acetic  acid  repeatedly  to  warts  on  the  back  of  his  hand. 
Blood-poisoning  set  in,  and  he  died.  At  the  inquest,  before 
Mr.  Sidney  Smelt,  City  Coroner,  on  October  22,  Mrs.  Atkinson 
said  her  husband  had  been  a  lot  among  doctors,  and  knew  a 
little  about  drugs.  The  Coroner  :  We  all  like  playing  with 
drugs,  but  it  is  a  dangerous  thing,  and  the  deceased's  limited 
knowledge  of  drugs  constituted  his  danger.  The  best  way 
to  remove  warts  is  to  let  them  alone.  Then  they  disappear 
suddenly — you  do  not  know  how.  The  fact  is,  however,  that 
skin  grows  under  them  and  they  drop  off. 

Bits  from  Birmingham. 

Experiments  on  fowls  show  that  with  nitrogenous  food 
they  increase  greatly  in  weight  and  become  prolific  layers. 
Chemists  who  are  bird-fanciers  and  purveyors  of  poultry- 
medicines,  please  note. 

The  break-out  of  diphtheria  at  the  Bluecoat  School, 
synchronously  with  the  putting  back  of  the  graveyard- 
palings  and  disturbance  of  the  soil,  has  necessitated  the  use 
of  a  large  quantity  of  antidiphtheritic  serum. 

The  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association  will  open  the 
session  with  a  dinner  at  the  Grand  Hotel  on  November  8, 
which  will  be  followed  by  a  conversazione,  at  which  the 
President  (Mr.  John  Barclay,  B.Sc.)  will  deliver  a  short 
address. 

Professor  Hillhouse,  the  President  of  the  local  Gardeners' 
Association,  was  unable  to  deliver  his  address  to  the 
members  this  week  owing  to  indisposition.  He  has 
promised  a  paper  to  the  local  Pharmacists'  Association  after 
Christmas  if  health  permits. 

Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  whose  good  offices  in  and  out  of 
Parliament  the  chemists  of  West  Bromwich  should  ensure, 
and  who,  as  recently  mentioned,  was  at  one  time  a  chemist's 
assistant,  has  been  returned  unopposed  for  the  former  place 
at  a  cost  of  only  562.  12*.  3d.,  as  far  as  election  expenses  go. 

It  has  been  decided  to  found  a  "  Theodore  Mander " 
scholarship  at  Birmingham  University  for  the  benefit  of 
sons  of  burgesses  at  Wolverhampton  in  memory  of  the 
late  Alderman  S.  Theodore  Mander,  chemical-manufacturer. 
The  cost  will  be  met  by  public  subscription,  and  over  200Z. 
is  already  in  hand. 

Astwood  Bank  people  complain  in  the  Birmingham  Post 
that  there  is  only  one  chemist's  shop  in  the  village.  It 
is  said  that  those  who  "  wish  to  speculate  their  money 
could  not  do  much  better  than  erect  a  few  shops  and  let 
them  to,  amongst  others,  chemists."  It  is  well  to  mention 
that  there  are  not  many  thousand  inhabitants  in  Astwood 
Bank,  and  the  local  chemist  also  is  agent  for  a  bank,  and 
has  numerous  other  agencies,  including  wines,  spirits,  &c. 

The  question  of  qualification  in  pharmacy  by  ladies  is 
becoming  important,  for  the  usual  channels  of  occupation — 
viz.,  public  institutions  and  medical  dispensaries — are 
glutted,  and  for  more  important  work  the  Minor  qualification 
is  sought.  In  several  shops  in  this  city  lady-helpers  are 
employed — viz.,  Messrs.  Boots  and  others — and  in  other 
establishments  the  wife  and  sometimes  the  daughter  are  to 
be  seen  behind  the  counter  measuring  potions  and  pen'orths, 
and  distributing  pills  and  bills.  The  chief  objection  to 
their  more  general  employment  is  the  attraction  which  has 
been  the  disturbing  influence  between  the  sexes  since  the 
year  1. 

Guardians'  Affairs. 
On  the  recommendation  of  the  Hospital  Sub-committee, 
the  Guardians  of  the  Bolton  Union  have  appointed  Miss 


Nettie  Lord  as  dispenser.  Miss  Lord  holds  the  Minor 
and  Apothecaries'  Hall  certificates. 

The  Bridgend  Board  of  Guardians  have  had  under  con- 
sideration a  communication  from  the  medical  officer,  Dr. 
Randall,  asking  what  was  being  done  with  regard  to  the 
dispensary  which  the  Board  had  decided  to  fit  up.  It 
appears  that  there  has  been  some  misunderstanding  about 
obtaining  contracts,  and  the  matter  was  ultimately  referred 
back  to  the  House  Committee. 

At  Dolgelly  the  Board  of  Guardians  recently  appointed  a 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  expensive  medicines 
supplied  during  the  past  twelve  months.  The  Committee 
have  presented  their  report,  and  Mr.  Ellis  Pughe  Jones,  at 
the  last  meeting,  thought  it  would  be  better  if  the  Board 
could  enter  into  a  contract  with  the  medical  officers  by  which 
expensive  medicines  could  be  included  in  their  salaries. 
The  Chairman  and  the  Clerk  explained  that  the  Local 
Government  Board  were  not  in  favour  of  such  contracts  on 
the  ground  that  the  poor  are  liable  to  be  stinted  of  expen- 
sive medicines  when  it  is  not  paid  for  extra.  It  was 
resolved,  however,  to  ask  the  Local  Government  Board  if 
they  would  not  agree  to  such  a  course  being  taken. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Board  of  Guardians  on 
October  19,  a  report  was  presented  upon  a  new  scheme  of 
medical  out-relief  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  for  a  period  of  two  years.  Attached  to 
the  report  were  copies  of  proposed  advertisements  regarding 
the  appointment  of  a  medical  officer,  whose  salary  was  fixed 
at  300Z.  a  year.  The  advertisement  for  the  tender  of  drugs 
and  dispensing  stated  that  the  person  supplying  the  drugs 
would  be  required  to  provide  the  services  of  a  dispenser. 
Considerable  discussion  concerning  the  report  ensued, 
several  members  taking  objection  to  the  second  advertise- 
ment that  the  person  supplying  the  drugs  should  also 
provide  the  dispenser,  but  the  Chairman  held  that  could 
not  be  altered,  it  having  been  decided  upon  in  a  previous 
report.  After  much  haranguing  the  Board  refused  by  a 
large  majority  to  sanction  the  insertion  of  the  advertisement. 
To  meet  the  difficulty  notice  was  given  that  at  the  next 
meeting  a  motion  would  be  made  that  the  old  report,  so  far 
as  it  related  to  the  question  of  the  person  tendering  for 
drugs  providing  the  dispenser,  be  rescinded. 

Contracts. 

Further  contracts  have  been  ratified  as  under : — 

Newport  Pagnell  Union. — Mr.  F.  W.  Taylor,  for  disinfec- 
tants to  the  workhouse. 

West  Ham  Hospital. — Mr.  Charles  Cowles,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Stratford,  for  drugs. 

Masonic  Matters. 

At  Mold  on  October  8,  the  brethren  of  Sir  Watkin  Lodge, 
Mold,  No.  1,477,  celebrated  the  festival  of  St.  John.  Brother 
J.  Wynne  Williams  (chemist  and  druggist,  Wrexham  Street) 
was  re-installed  Worshipful  Master,  and  was  presented  with 
a  P.M.  jewel  by  the  brethren  in  appreciation  of  his  services 
to  the  lodge  during  the  past  year.  The  usual  banquet  was 
afterwards  held  at  the  Black  Lion  Hotel. 

Mr.  N.  E.  Browne,  dispensing  chemist  and  druggist,  a 
native  of  West  Africa,  who  carries  on  business  in  Westmore- 
land Street,  Freetown,  Sierra  Leone,  is  now  spending  a  few 
weeks  in  Manchester,  and  on  Thursday,  October  18,  was 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason  in  the 
Dramatic  Lodge,  No.  2,387.  Before  leaving  this  country  for 
home  he  will  be  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  Mr.  Browne  is 
a  subscriber  to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  our  Man- 
chester correspondent  had  a  chat  with  him  last  week.  For 
twelve  years  Mr.  Browne  was  dispenser  in  the  medical  de- 
partments in  Sierra  Leone,  the  Gold  Coast,  and  Cape  Coast, 
after  which  he  started  in  business  on  his  own  account. 
During  his  stay  in  Europe,  Dr.  A.  W.  Easmon,  M.B.,  has 
undertaken  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Browne's  establish- 
ment in  Sierra  Leone,  otherwise  the  business,  according  to 
the  rules  governing  the  colony,  must  have  closed.  Mr, 
Browne  has  visited  Paris,  London,  and  other  European 
capitals.  He  speaks  English  fluently,  and  is  a  man  of 
culture.  He  says  there  are  about  half  a  dozen  chemists  in 
the  colony,  and  business  is  carried  on  in  exactly  the  same 
style  as  in  this  country.    The  poison  schedule  of  1868  is  in 
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force,  to  which  carbolic  acid  has  just  been  added.  Patent 
medicines  are  sent  out  in  abundance,  and  the  sale  of  them 
is  not  confined  to  pharmacists.  Latterly  the  number  of 
medical  men  has  increased  in  the  colony.  Doctors  safe- 
guard their  interests  as  well  as  they  can,  and  do  their  own 
dispensing.  Some  of  them  are  apt  to  regard  with  a  jealous 
eye  any  chemist  who  ventures  to  prescribe  for  ailments. 
Chemists,  nevertheless,  do  not  confine  themselves  solely  to 
dispensing.  Mr.  Browne  says  that  many  of  the  natives 
resort  to  local  and  herbal  remedies  for  the  curing  of  diseases. 

The  Analyst's  Salary. 

On  October  17  the  Canterbury  Town  Council  again  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  the  remuneration  paid  to  the  city 
analyst,  Mr.  Sidney  Harvey,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  The 
question  arose  out  of  a  request  from  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture that  an  increased  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs 
should  be  taken  for  analysis.  Mr.  Horsley  said  Mr.  Harvey's 
salary  at  present  was  80/.  per  annum — a  sum  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  professional  scale,  was  very  low.  That  salary 
was  only  fixed  as  an  experiment  for  two  or  three  years,  to 
see  how  the  system  of  a  fixed  sum  for  analysing  samples 
would  work.  That  period  had  now  expired,  and  the  Council 
should  ascertain  whether  the  salary  had  been  sufficient  and 
was  likely  to  be  enough  for  the  future.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  Mr.  Harvey  had  made  no  application  for  an  increase  of 
salary,  but  if  he  did  so  it  would  be  dealt  with  in  a  fair  way. 

Fire. 

On  October  20,  a  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Hodgson  &  Hepworth,  druggists,  Doncaster.  The  outbreak 
took  place  in  the  warehouse,  but  was  subdued  before  much 
damage  was  done. 

Football. 

The  London  College  of  Pharmacy  met  the  Metropolitan 
College  on  Saturday,  October  20,  in  a  Pharmacy  League 
Cup  Tie.  The  London  team  proved  far  too  strong  for  their 
Metropolitan  rivals,  and  ran  out  easy  winners  by  14  goals  to 
0.  The  goalkeeper  for  the  losing  team  played  a  grand  game 
against  heavy  odds. 

Leeds  Notes. 

"  The  Gum-bichromate  Process  in  Photography  "  was  the 
title  of  a  lecture  and  demonstration  given  by  Mr.  Philip 
Elliff  before  the  Leeds  Camera  Club  on  Wednesday  evening, 
October  24.  There  was  nothing  in  the  lecture  which  has 
not  been  already  told  in  the  C.  $  D. 

The  medical  profession  is  already  represented  by  two 
gentlemen  on  the  Leeds  City  Council,  and  a  third  (Dr.  E 
Groves,  of  Hunslet)  now  seeks  to  add  to  the  number.  Dr. 
Groves  was  described  by  a  iarge  employer  of  labour  at  a 
meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  as  "  a  man  who  knows  the 
difference  between  ammonia  and  sulphuric  acid,"  and 
thought  that  it  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  ratepayers  of 
the  city  generally  to  send  Dr.  Groves  to  the  Council,  if  only 
on  account  of  his  special  knowledge  on  chemical  matters. 

Many  chemists  in  Leeds  and  district  are  complaining  of 
a  lack  of  apprentices.  One  remarked  to  a  Chemist  and 
Druggist  representative  the  other  day  that  he  had  been 
endeavouring  for  several  weeks  past  to  get  an  apprentice, 
but  had  not  succeeded  in  the  attempt.  He  attributed  the 
dearth  to  the  increased  stiffness  of  the  examinations,  and  to 
the  fact  that  youths  are  yearly  requiring  more  liberty  than 
of  old,  and  are  choosing  other  occupations.  As  to  choice, 
they  certainly  ought  to  find  plenty  in  Leeds,  for  it  is  stated 
to  possess  a  greater  variety  of  trades  than  any  other  city  in 
the  world. 


3ri0fo  1Rew0. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  J  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Personal. 

Mr.  H.  Hoskin,  L.P.S.I.,  late  senior  assistant  at  Messrs. 
Lyons's,  Belfast,  has  been  appointed  manager  of  Dr.  Reid's 
Mclical  Hall,  Bandon. 


At  the  opening  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Camera  Club,  Mr. 
A.  R.  Hogg,  registered  druggist,  gave  a  demonstration  of 
"Venus  "  printing- out  paper. 

Dr.  Ninian  Falkiner  has  been  appointed  an  examiner  in 
materia  medica  and  pharmacy  under  the  conjoint-examina- 
tion scheme  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland. 

The  Analyst's  Fees. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Armagh  Board  of  Guardians  a  letter 
was  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  asking 
what  salary  the  Guardians  paid  Sir  Charles  Cameron  for 
acting  as  analyst.  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  in  submitting  his 
half-yearly  account,  showed  that  he  was  entitled  to  21/.  at 
the  rate  of  10s.  Qd.  per  sample.  He  suggested  a  fixed  future 
annual  salary  of  15/.,  and  to  this  the  Guardians  have  agreed. 

Soothing-syrup. 

The  Local  Government  Board  held,  on  October  22,  an 
inquiry  at  the  North  Dublin  Union  as  to  the  causes  of  the 
alleged  high  infant  mortality  in  that  workhouse.  The  Rev. 
Canon  Scott,  who  originated  the  inquiry,  said  the  entry  in 
the  report-book,  "  If  child  is  troublesome  in  the  night,  give 
mixture,"  appeared  with  startling  frequency.  The  mixture 
was  explained  to  him  as  of  a  soothing  or  sedative  nature, 
and,  knowing  the  disastrous  effects  of  opiates  administered 
by  unscrupulous  nurses  to  troublesome  children,  the  order 
caused  him  great  discomfort.  The  Guardians'  representative 
(Mr.  Carroll)  pointed  out  that  the  entry  might  refer  to 
cough-mixtures,  and  the  inquiry  was  adjourned  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  the  medicines  used. 


Scotch  mews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting- 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Fire. 

Fire  broke  out  on  October  20  in  the  chemical-works  of 
Messrs.  Alex.  Cross  &  Sons,  6  North  Spiers  Wharf,  Port 
Dundas,  Glasgow,  and  damage  to  the  extent  of  100/.  was 
done. 

Personal. 

Mr.  Richard  Clark,  of  Messrs.  Raimes,  Clark  &  Co.,  whole- 
sale chemists,  Edinburgh,  is  a  candidate  for  the  Lord  Provost- 
ship  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh  at  the  forthcoming  elections 
in  November. 

A  Doctor's  Death. 

A  well-known  Stranraer  medical  mm,  Dr.  Macdonald, 
while  giving  instructions  as  to  the  treatment  of  a  patient 
whom  he  was  visiting  on  October  19,  suddenly  fell  down  and 
expired .  Deceased  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  his  death 
has  caused  a  painful  sensation  in  the  town. 

Wot  Fatal. 

On  •  October  19,  the  2-year-old  son  of  an  Aberdeen 
reservist  named  James  Hepburn,  found  a  bottle  containing 
carbolic  acid  in  the  kitchen  cupboard,  and  took  a  drink  of  it. 
He  was  quickly  removed  to  the  Sick  Children's  Hospital  and 
successfully  treated.  A  similar  incident  was  reported  last 
week,  the  mistake  in  that  case,  however,  proving  fatal. 

Business  Changes. 
^  Mr.  Adam  Porteous  Murray,  chemist  and  druggist,  Sten- 
housemuir,  has  disposed  of  his  business  there  to  his  late 
assistant,  Mr.  Archibald  T.  Rae,  who  continues  under  his  own 
name. 

Mr.  D.  Baillie,  126  Brandon  Street,  Motherwell,  is  opening 
new  premises.  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  have 
done  the  entire  fitting  of  the  pharmacy,  which  is  excep- 
tionally elegant. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glass  pharmaceutical  chemist,  193  Morningside 
Road,  Edinburgh,  has  purchased  the  old-established  business 
of  James  Robertson  &  Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists  and 
capsule  manufacturers,  35  George  Street.  The  business  is  to 
be  continued  under  the  old  firm  name. 
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jfrencb  Bews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent  ) 


The  International  Congress  of  Pharmacists' 
Assistants  duly  carried  out  its  programme  as  announced  in 
the  C.  D.  of  last  week,  and  various  resolutions  were  passed 
with  a  view  to  improving  the  condition  of  pharmacists' 
assistants.  The  meetings  were  brcrught  to  a  close  at  a  late 
hour  on  Friday  night,  October  19.  Of  course,  this  Congress 
cannot  be  compared  in  point  of  importance  or  the  number 
of  its  members  to  many  others  that  have  been  held  in  Paris 
during  the  past  few  months,  but  the  Association  of  French 
Pharmacists'  Assistants,  which  was  the  organisers,  are 
working  in  an  interesting  cause,  and  maylbe  complimented 
on  its  enterprise  and  energy. 

Alcohol  and  the  Paris  Octroi. — A  curious  situation 
exists  in  Paris  just  now,  owing  to  an  attempt  made  some 
time  ago  by  the  Paris  municipal  authorities  to  increase  the 
City  dues  from  alcohol.  M.  Rey,  a  chemist,  and  editor  of  the 
Winegrowers'  Bulletin,  recently  summoned  the  City  of  Paris 
for  recovery  of  a  sum  of  201f.  (8Z.),  alleged  to  have  been 
unduly  collected  on  alcohol  brought  into  the  city,  and 
obtained  a  favourable  judgment.  Payment  of  this  sum  not 
being  forthcoming,  M.  Rey,  after  due  notice,  arranged  to 
have  the  chair  of  the  President  of  the  Paris  Municipal 
Council  seized  last  Saturday  morning  in  satisfaction  of  the 
claim  ;  but  the  money  was  paid  in  time  to  prevent  this  in- 
dignity to  the  "  Lord  Mayor  "  of  Paris.  It  appears  that  a 
total  sum  equal  to  180.000Z.  paid  on  alcohol  is  liable  to  be 
reclaimed  from  the  Paris  Municipal  Council  through  M. 
Rey's  action. 

Pharmacists  and  Military  Service. — The  Association 
of  French  pharmacy-students  is  taking  the  initiative  in  a 
movement  for  improving  the  conditions  under  which  phar- 
macists perform  their  military  service  in  France.  They 
have  addressed  a  petition  to  the  Minister  of  War  on  the 
subject,  and  hope  that  he  will  consent  to  receive  a  delega- 
tion composed  of  pharmacien-members  of  Parliament  and 
the  secretary  of  the  Association.    At  present,  when  the  time 
comes  for  the  young  pharmacien  to  perform  his  obligatory 
year  of  military  service,  he  frequently  has  to  pass  the 
period  in  the  ranks.    The  Association  considers  it  would  be 
an  advantage  to  all  concerned  for  him  to  act  either  as  dis- 
penser or  hospital-orderly.    Up  to  now  these  posts  are 
occupied  by  students  for  the  priesthood  and  other  men  who 
later  in  life  could  not  well,  by  their  profession,  be  included 
amongst  the  combatants.    The  result  is  that  as  these  men 
do  not  know  the  use  of  drugs  and  medicines  accidents 
occasionally  occur,  in  fact,  the  death  of  a  soldier  at  Bordeaux 
was  attributed   some  time  ago  to  a  wrongly  made  up 
prescription.    This  claim  on  the  part  of  the  pharmacy- 
students  seems  reasonable,  and  will  certainly  receive  the 
careful  attention  of  the  War  Office  here.    Another  point  is, 
that  once  the  year  under  the  flag  terminated,  all  French 
subjects  have  to  come  up  periodically,  up  to  a  certain  age, 
for  military  exercise.    In  the  first  years,  when  they  are  still 
included  in  the  fighting-line,  this  is  for  twenty-eight  days, 
and  is  reduced  to  thirteen  days,  according  to  age.  Doctors 
of  Medicine  or  Law,  and  Bachelors  of  Science  or  Letters, 
take  the  rank  of  non-commissioned  officers  for  these  periods, 
whereas  pharmacists  keep  their  ordinary  rank.    Also  doctors 
of   medicine  may    obtain   the  grade  of  auxiliary  army- 
surgeons,  but  pharmacists  get  no  rank  in  virtue  of  their 
profession.    This  state  of  things  is  said  to  be  due  to  a 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  doctors  to  protect  their  own  interests 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  while  the  number  of  French  Army 
surgeons  was  increased  from  1,300  to  1,437  in  1898,  the 
number  of  their  colleagues  of  pharmacy  was  reduced  from 
185  to  115,  and  they  are  placed  under  the  orders  of  the 
doctors.    In  1781,  when  France  had  130,000  men  under 
arms,  there  were  130  Army  pharmacists,  while  at  the  present 
day  there  are  115  pharmacists  for  an  army  of  500,000  men, 
though  Germany  has  217  in  time  of  peace,  and  Austria  172. 
It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  French  Army  pharmacists 
are  largely  employed  as  analytical  chemists  for  controlling 
the  Army  supplies.    Yet,  the  Association  complains,  every 
effort  is  made  to  keep  down  the  number  of  military  pharma-  | 


cists  here.  Thus,  in  1898-99  there  were  eleven  vacancies 
amongst  them,  and  only  five  new  appointments  were  made. 
It  is  further  stated  that  out  of  over  forty  military  hospitals, 
only  fifteen  have  qualified  pharmacists  attached  to  them.  It 
seems  that  this  state  of  things  causes  something  of  a  dead- 
lock when  there  is  a  military  campaign  in  view.  For  instance, 
when  preparing  the  Madagascar  expedition  the  Minister  of 
War  found  it  necessary  to  borrow  pharmacists  from  the  Navy. 


East  3nMan  mews. 


Mr.  Alfred  E.  Fearnley,  representing  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Bush  &  Co.  (Limited),  is  at  Bombay,  as  is  also  Mr.  Thomas 
Mead,  of  the  Crown  Perfumery  Company. 

Bertie-Smith  &  Co.  (Limited). — Mr.  J.  Stanley  Smith, 
managing-director,  announced  on  October  5  that  letters  of 
allotment  had  that  day  been  posted  to  those  whose  applica- 
tions had  been  accepted  by  the  board. 

Quicksilver  in  Ceylon. — A  Boer  prisoner  at  Diayatalawa 
has  apprised  the  Ceylon  Government  of  the  presence  of 
quicksilver,  and  has  offered  to  mine  for  the  metal  on  the 
understanding  that  he  receives  some  sort  of  compensation. 

Tea  for  Caffeine. — In  his  report  for  1899,  the  principal 
chemist  of  the  Government  Laboratory  at  Bombay  states 
that  226  samples  of  tea,  representing  3,322  packages,  were 
found  to  be  mixed  with  sand  and  other  substances,  and  were 
refused  admission  for  home  consumption.  Tea  which  cannot 
be  passed  for  use  as  a  beverage  is  mixed,  in  bond,  with 
asafetida  and  lime,  and  used  for  manufacturing  caffeine. 

Cutch-industry  IN  Burma. — Eighty-five  licences  to  boil 
cutch  in  the  hills  and  ten  licences  to  remove  dead  teak  were 
issued  in  the  Chin  Hills,  Burma,  during  1899-1900.  The 
sale  of  the  licences  realised  4,510r.  One  of  the  conditions 
on  which  the  cutch-licences  were  issued  was  that  two-thirds  of 
the  employes  on  each  cauldron  should  be  Chins.  This  con- 
dition in  several  instances  was  not  adhered  to.  The  industry 
at  present  lies  in  the  hands  of  Burmans  and  Chinamen. 

Alcohol  in  the  Punjab. — -The  Excise  policy  of  gradu- 
ally dissociating  the  Government  from  the  manufacture  of 
alcohol  in  the  Punjab  has  been  carried  still  further  during 
the  past  year.  Of  eighteen  Government  distilleries  opened 
some  years  ago,  five  only  now  remain  in  the  whole  province. 
As  the  Government  distilleries  have  closed,  large  private  con- 
cerns have  come  into  existence,  until  six  are  now  in  operation. 
The  Financial  Commissioner,  in  his  annual  report,  expresses 
the  opinion  that  the  process  of  substituting  private  for 
Government  enterprise  has  now  been  carried  as  far  as  is  safe. 

Arsenical  Poisoning. — No  chemical  is  so  frequently 
used  by  poisoners  in  Upper  India  for  making  away  with 
human  life  and  destroying  cattle  as  arsenic.  Once  again  the 
attention  of  the  Government  of  the  North-West  Provinces  is 
called  to  the  necessity  for  legal  restriction  upon  the  sale  of 
poisons,  especially  arsenic.  We  gather  from  the  report 
under  notice  that  three  human  beings  are  fatally  poisoned 
every  week  in  these  provinces  at  the  hands  of  professional 
poisoners.  The  wheels  of  legislation  grind  so  exceeding 
slowly  in  India,  that  some  time  is  likely  to  elapse  before  the 
Government  acts  on  the  opinions  they  have  called  for  from 
mercantile  bodies  on  the  arsenic  question. 

Arrack  and  Toddy  in  Mysore. — The  numbers  of 
separate  shops  selling  arrack  in  Mysore  during  the  year 
ending  June,  1899,  rose  from  88  to  91,  and  of  retail  shops 
under  vend  farmers  from  826  to  830.  The  additional  shops 
were  opened  to  meet  the  increased  public  demand.  The 
quantity  of  arrack  and  other  country  spirits  issued  from  the 
Central  Distillery  to  all  parts  of  the  State  amounted  to 
425,355  gals.,  against  427,878  gals.,  of  which  324,181  gals., 
against  352,066,  were  consumed  in  Mysore,  which  gave  an 
incidence  of  3  6  dr.  against  3  8  dr.  per  head  of  population. 
As  regards  toddy,  the  number  of  shops  in  Mysore  decreased 
from  3,363  to  2,969,  124  shops  having  been  abolished  as 
superfluous.  The  trees  tapped  during  the  year  numbered 
505,071  against  1.004,981,  and  the  consumption  of  toddy 
amounted  to  12,965,921  gals.,  against  15,127,834  gals,  in  the 
previous  year. 
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South  Hfrican  Wews. 

(From  our  Cape  Town  Correspondent.) 


Reopening  of  the  Rand. 
The  cablegram  which  we  published  last  week  (page  643) 
in  regard  to  the  reopening  of  the  Rand  was  from  our 
Correspondent,  who  is  now  visiting  the  Orange  River  Colony 
and  Transvaal  on  our  behalf.  The  object  of  his  visit  is  to 
report  upon  the  condition  of  the  country  in  a  pharmaceutical 
sense,  and  from  his  observations  our  subscribers  at  home  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire  will  be  able  to  judge  of 
the  desirability  or  otherwise  of  settling  down  there.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  to  repeat  our  previous  warning  that  now 
is  not  the  time  for  those  who  do  not  know  South  Africa  to 
go  out  there. 

Licences  have  been  issued  authorising  William  Chisholm 
Macdonald,  M.B.,  Bac.  Surg,  Univ.  Edin.,  1898,  to  practise 
medicine  in  Cape  Colony ;  and  to  John  Herbert  Gartrell, 
Lie.  Den.  Surg.,  R.  Coll.  Surg.,  Eng.,  1894,  to  practise  as  a 
dentist. 

Mb.  J.  W.  Gowthoepe,  chemist,  of  Newcastle,  Natal,  and 
Mrs.  Gowthorpe,  were  arraigned  before  Mr.  Gilson  on 
September  14.  Both  parties  were  committed  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  high  treason.  We  have  already  reported  the  facts 
concerning  Mr.  Gowthorpe's  arrest. 

Teade  Items. — At  the  Dog  Show  held  in  the  Good  Hope 
Hall  on  September  29,  Spratt's  Patent  (Limited),  (through 
their  agents,  R.  Wilson,  Son  &  Co.),  exhibited  their  products. 
A  "  doggie  "  medicine-chest  was  given  as  a  prize. — Messrs. 
P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  Cape  Town,  had  a  good  display  of  dog 
remedies  and  horse-balls.  They  also  gave  a  medicine-case 
as  a  prize. 

Peesonalities. — Mr.  W.  Gasson  passed  through  Cape 
Town  on  his  way  to  Kimberley  on  October  2. — Mr.  W.  Dawn 
Copley  has  left  Bulawayo  for  Table  Bay,  where  Dame 
Rumour  has  it  that  he  is  coming  down  to  meet  the  future 
Mrs.  Copley,  who  is  on  her  way  out  from  England. — The 
Secretary  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony  (Mr. 
Elgar)  notifies  that  he  has  resigned  that  position. — Dr.  B.  O. 
Kellner,  Mayor  of  Bloemfontein,  is  on  vacation,  and  is 
staying  at  Wynberg,  Cape  Colony.  Mr.  Sauer,  M.L.A.,  re- 
cently made  an  observation  to  the  effect  that  the  doctor,  on 
the  British  entering  Bloemfontein,  presented  them  with  an 
address.  Dr.  Kellner,  in  a  letter  to  the  Cape  Times,  states 
that  the  assertion  is  quite  devoid  of  truth. 

A  Matter  of  Stowage — Messrs.  W.  &  G.  Scot,  general 
merchants,  Cape  Town,  brought  an  action  against  Captain 
Anderson,  of  the  ship  Bacchus,  for  the  value  of  part  of  a 
shipment  of  lime.  The  Assistant  Resident  Magistrate  heard 
the  dispute,  and  gave  his  decision  on  September  26.  From 
the  evidence  it  transpired  that  a  quantity  of  lime  consigned 
to  the  plaintiffs  was  stored  in  the  hold  of  the  ship  next  to 
some  bags  of  phosphate  of  lime,  the  latter  corroding  not 
only  its  own  bags  but  those  containing  the  lime  as  well, 
owing  to  the  absence  of  "  dunnage."  For  the  defence  it  was 
alleged  that  the  method  of  stowage  was  a  proper  one ;  quite 
the  usual  thing  at  Antwerp  from  whence  the  vessel  sailed  ; 
that  the  captain  was  protected  by  a  clause  in  the  bill  of 
lading  ;  and  that  it  was  owing  to  the  delay  experienced  at 
Cape  Town  on  account  of  the  war  that  the  cargo  got 
damaged.  In  giving  his  decision  the  Judge  remarked  that 
from  the  evidence  before  'him  negligence  in  stowage  had 
evidently  taken  place.  He  therefore  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiffs,  with  costs. 

Back  to  the  Rand. — The  most  welcome  news  of  the 
year — from  a  refugees'  point  of  view,  in  any  case — reached 
Cape  Town  on  October  1.  War  commenced  on  October  11  of 
last  year  ;  on  the  10th  of  the  corresponding  month  this  year 
the  gates  of  the  Transvaal  are  to  be  thrown  open,  so  as  to 
admit  of  the  residents  of  that  State  returning  to  their  busi- 
nesses and  homes.  I  am  writing  this  per  steamer  leaving 
Table  Bay  on  October  3,  so  before  these  lines  are  in 
print  the  return  "  trek"  from  the  coast  will  be  in  full  swing. 
It  is  a  picture  in  itself  to  look  upon  the  faces  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  populace  of  this  city  just  now  ;  "  We  can  get 


back  at  last,  thank  God,"  is  the  universal  expression.  Some 
it  is  true,  have  not  the  means  wherewith  to  pay  their  fares' 
but  these  will  be  helped  along  by  some  good-hearted 
Samaritans,  of  which  there  are  not  a  few  in  the  colony. 
Everybody  is  jubilant ;  everybody  predicted  the  date.  Then 
you  hear  the  womenfolk  in  a  calm  voice  say,  "  Well,  I 
wonder  what  the  home  is  like."  They  dare  not  exult.  To 
tell  the  truth  they  dread  to  look  forward  to  the  home-coming 
for  fear  the  place  has  been  looted,  thereby  necessitating 
starting  anew  amid  familiar  surroundings.  Let  us  hope  that 
their  worst  fears  may  not  be  realised.  This  much  is  certain — 
that  the  bitter  experiences  of  the  past  under  the  old  regime 
will  never  trouble  them  again. 

Deug-contract  Dispute. — At  the  Cape  Town  Supreme 
Couit  on  September  21  Messrs.  Carman  &  Workman,  chemists 
and  druggists,  Woodstock  and  Salt  River  (suburbs  of  Cape 
Town),  sued  W.  B.  Frood,  Secretary  of  the  Railway  Sick 
Fund  Board,  for  59Z.  12s.  Vdd.  and  19s.  3d.  for  drugs  and 
medicines  supplied  to  the  fund.  In  the  pleadings  it  was 
stated  that  in  November  last  year  the  defendant  Board 
invited  public  tenders  for  the  supply  of  medicines,  &c, 
to  the  railway  staff  and  contributors  to  the  sick  fund  in 
Cape  Town  and  suburbs  on  the  prescription  of  the  railway 
medical  officers  during  1900.  A  condition  of  the  tender  was 
that  "the  Board  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to  permit  patients 
on  receiving  the  railway  medical  officers'  prescriptions  to 
obtain  medicines  from  any  chemist  who  may  be  a  contractor 
to  the  Board."  The  plaintiffs  tendered  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  at  Woodstock  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  notice  and  the  tender  was  accepted,  the  plaintiffs  from 
time  to  time  in  January  supplying  medicines  under  the 
contract  to  the  value  of  59Z.  12s.  10^.,  and  medicines  not 
covered  by  the  contract  to  the  value  of  19s.  3d.,  a  total  of 
60Z.  12s.  Id.  These  accounts  had  been  certified,  but  the 
defendant  Board  refused  to  pay.  The  plea  admitted  the 
formal  facts  as  to  the  tender  and  the  parties,  but  said  that 
separate  tenders  were  received  by  the  defendant  Board  from 
the  plaintiffs  for  the  supply  of  medicines  to  Woodstock  and 
Salt  River  respectively.  Only  the  tender  for  Woodstock 
was  accepted,  a  lower  tender  having  been  received  from  Salt 
River,  which  was  accepted.  The  medicines  were  supplied 
by  plaintiffs  partly  from  a  shop  in  Woodstock  and  partly 
from  one  in  Salt  River.  In  giving  judgment  Mr.  Justice 
Maasdorp  said  the  plaintiffs  contended  that  Woodstock 
embraced  their  Salt  River  shop,  and  that  they  were 
quite  within  their  contract  in  supplying  medicines  there,  but 
he  could  not  see  upon  what  ground  the  plaintiffs  could  call 
upon  the  defendants  to  pay  for  medicines  supplied  at  a  place 
which  did  not  form  the  subject  of  their  contract.  Under 
the  circumstances  he  thought  the  claim  in  the  case  could 
not  go  beyond  what  was  supplied  at  the  Woodstock  esta- 
blishment. Under  the  circumstances  the  only  judgment 
which  could  be  given  was  one  of  absolution  from  the 
instance.  Upon  this  it  would  be  open  to  the  plaintiffs  to 
take  action  in  respect  of  the  medicines  supplied  from  the 
Woodstock  establishment,  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  there 
was  every  liklihood  of  the  parties  coming  to  a  proper  under- 
standing amongst  themselves,  and  of  the  plaintiffs  receiving 
what  they  were  justly  entitled  to  under  the  contract. 


Testing  the  Nerves. — Dr.  McTavish  was  something  of 
a  ventriloquist,  and  it  befell  that  he  wanted  a  lad  to  assist  in 
his  surgery  who  must  necessarily  be  of  strong  nerves.  He 
received  several  applications,  and  in  order  to  test  the 
applicant's  nerves,  he  would  say,  while  pointing  to  a  grinning 
skeleton  standing  upright  in  a  corner,  "  Part  of  your  work 
will  be  to  feed  the  skeleton  there,  and  while  you  are  here 
you  may  as  well  have  a  try  to  do  so."  A  few  lads  would 
consent  to  a  trial,  and  while  pouring  the  hot  gruel  provided 
into  the  skull,  the  doctor  would  throw  his  voice  so  as  to 
make  it  appear  to  proceed  from  the  jaws  of  the  bony 
customer,  and  gurgle  out,  "  Gr-r-r-gr-h-gh  1  That's  hot." 
Without  exception  the  lads  dropped  the  basin  and  bolted. 
The  doctor  began  to  despair  of  ever  getting  a  suitable 
helper,  until  a  small  boy  came  and  was  given  a  basin  and 
spoon.  After  the  first  spoonful  the  skeleton  appeared  to  say, 
"  Gr-r-r-uh-r-hr  !  That's  hot !  "  Shovelling  in  the  scalding 
gruel  as  fast  as  ever,  the  boy  rapped  the  skull  and  impatiently 
retorted,  "  Well,  jist  blaw  on't,  ye  auld  bony  !  "  The  lad  was 
engaged  on  the  spot. 


October  27,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


683 


We  may  remind  our  subscribers  that  the  cash  bonus  offered 
by  Bovril  (Limited),  expires  on  October  31,  and  only  goods 
purchased  previous  to  that  date  will  count. 

The  British  Viavi  Company  (Limited),  Regent  House, 
Regent  Street,  W.,  inform  us  that  they  have  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  Viano  Company,  which  was  in  the  same 
building  until  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Optical  Goods. — We  have  received  a  copy  of  the  new 
optical  price-list  of  Mr.  Maurice  F.  Hummel,  73  Hatton 
Garden,  E.C.  In  addition  to  a  complete  series  of  spectacles 
and  pince-nez,  a  selection  of  barometers  and  opera-glasses  is 
given. 

A  Useful  Handbook. — The  seventeenth  edition  of  "  Veter- 
inary Practice  at  Home,  or  a  Key  to  Farriery,"  published  by 
Messrs.  Day,  Son  &  Heviitt,  22  Dorset  Street,  W.,  has  just 
come  to  hand.  This  little  work  is  a  concise  and  simple  ex- 
position of  the  manner  of  treating  the  every-day  diseases  of 
animals,  and  its  popularity  with  stockbreeders  is  evident 
when  we  consider  that  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  million 
copies  have  been  issued.  The  book  is  well  printed  and  pro- 
duced, and  the  price  charged  for  it  (L>\)  is  paltry  compared 
with  the  hints  obtained. 

"  Blinblow  "  is  a  registered  trade  mark  which  is  being 
brought  prominently  before  the  trade  in  connection  with  an 

asthma-cure.  The  Blinblow 
Asthma  Cure  has  been  be- 
fore the  public  for  some 
time,  and  its  success  has  in- 
duced the  proprietor  to  ad- 
vertise it.  Eucalyptus  and 
stramonium  are  the  active 
ingredients  of  Blinblow, 
which  is  put  up  in  oval 
tin  boxes  and  in  the  form 
of  a  fine  powder.  The 
same  medicaments  are  put 
up  in  cigarettes  for  those 
sufferers  who  prefer  to  use 
the  remedy  in  that  form. 
From  experiments  we  have 
made  with  the  powder 
and  cigarettes  we  find 
they  burn  freely,  and  give 
off  copious  fumes  for  in- 
halation. A  good  feature 
about  the  Blinblow 
asthma-cure  and  cigarettes  is  that  no  maker's  name  is  given 
on  the  package,  but  a  chemist  can  have  his  own  name  and 
address  put  on  free  on  orders  of  not  less  than  three  dozen. 
The  goods  are  obtainable  through  all  wholesale  houses,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  to  prevent  the  articles  from 
being  cut.  They  are  both  excellent  Is.  lines,  and  are 
sent  out  with  free  samples  and  showcards,  to  help  along  the 
sale. 


WEDy  FON  AS THMA  ,  BRONCi 

ptft,  Influenza  .  'Whooping  m 


EBusiness  Cbanaes. 

Notices  are  inserted  free  in  this  section  if  properly  authenticated. 


Mr.  D.  George,  of  Hirwain,  Aberdare,  has  bought  the  two 
businesses  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Mountain  Ash. 

Mr.  J.  Noble,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Bexhill-on- 
Sea,  is  opening  a  business  at  Greenhill,  Harrow. 

Mr.  W.  Batchelor,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening  a 
pharmacy  at  56  Salisbury  Road,  Kilburn,  N.W. 

Mr.  E.  Nash  has  taken  over  the  business  lately  carried 
on  by  Mr.  F.  Johnson  in  Queen  Street,  Barnsley. 

Messrs.  Martin  &  Palmer,  chemists,  of  Plymouth,  are 
about  to  open  a  branch  shop  in  Fore  Street,  Devonport. 

Mr.  Edward  Horne,  Market  Hill,  Barnsley,  has  taken 
Mr.  G.  H.  Moorehous,  chemist  and  druggist,  into  partner- 
ship. 


Mr.  G.  S.  Simpkins,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stourbridge 
has  bought  the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Moore  at 
Droitwich. 

Mr.  William  Bellamy,  chemist  and  druggist,  has 
taken  over  the  business  at  30  Eldon  Street,  Barnsley,  lately 
carried  on  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Holden. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes,  Grassendale,  Liverpool,  has  had  exten- 
sive alterations  carried  out  in  the  Mossley  Hill  branch  by 
Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  John  Crompton,  41  Stanley  Street,  Bury,  has  opened 
a  branch  at  16  Park  Hills  Road,  Bury,  the  fittings  for  which 
have  been  supplied  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  I.  C.  Holme,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bridge  Street, 
Downham  Market,  has  disposed  of  his  business  to  Mr. 
Ernest  A.  Proctor,  chemist  and  druggist,  a  former  ap- 
prentice. 

Mr.  James  Andrew,  Southport,  has  opened  new  premises 
in  Southbank  Road.  Although  the  shop  is  peculiar  in  shape 
Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  have  made  an  excellent 
job  of  the  fittings,  which  include  this  firm's  shield-shape 
recess  shop-rounds. 


flDarriage. 


Thomas— Littler.— On  October  16,  at  Mount  Zion  Chapel, 
Prince's  Avenue.  Liverpool,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Jones,  "Druisyn," 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Jones,  L.  E.  Thomas,  chemist  and 
druggist,  33  Edge  Lane,  Liverpool,  to  M.  Edith,  second 
daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Littler,  Holywell. 


2>eatb0« 


Arnold.— On  October  21,  at  Quincy  Point,  Mass.,  U.S., 
Susan  Catherine  Arnold,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Seth  Harris 
Arnold,  and  the  beloved  mother  of  Mrs.  John  Morgan 
Richards,  of  56  Lancaster  Gate,  London,  W.    Aged  82. 

Butt.— At  77  Hamilton  Terrace,  N.W.,  on  October  17, 
Annie,  wife  of  Mr.  Edward  Northway  Butt,  pharmaceutical 
chemist.    Aged  73. 

Hanbury.— On  October  22,  at  the  residence  of  her 
brother,  Dynevor  House,  Richmond,  Surrey,  Charlotte,  only 
daughter  of  the  late  Cornelius  Hanbury  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  (surviving),  and  sister  of  Cornelius  Hanbury,  of 
Plough  Court,  E.C.    Aged  70. 

King.— On  October  12,  Mrs.  King,  widow  of  Mr.  W.  G. 
King,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Drayton.    Aged  72. 

Macdonald.— At  Glasgow,  on  October  5,  Mr.  Robert 
Macdonald,  chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  52. 

Richter  —On  October  17,  Mr.  F.  R.  Richter,  of  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  F.  R.  Richter  &  Co.,  chemical-merchants,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne.    Aged  52. 

Rogers. — At  Kensal  Rise,  on  October  17,  Robert  Rogers, 
chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  65. 

Simpson. — On  October  13,  Mr.  Stewart  Richard  Simpson, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Hoxton,  N.    Aged  32. 

Sutton. — On  October  10,  at  Battersea  Park,  Mr.  Geo. 
Sutton,  chemist.  Aged  76.  The  late  Mr.  Sutton  carried  on 
business  for  many  years  in  High  Street,  Old  Brompton,  and 
retired  into  private  life  some  twelve  years  ago. 

Thompson. — At  Bognor,  on  October  11,  Henrietta,  wife  of 
Mr.  John  Thompson  (Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  Sc  Thompson),  late 
of  4  Cleveland  Terrace,  Hyde  Park,  London. 

Will. — Aid.  Henry  Boorman,  founder  and  head  of  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  H.  Boorman  &  Co.,  patent-medicine  vendors  and  dry- 
salters,  Tenterden  (Kent),  has  left  an  estate  worth  24,5417.  12s.  9d. 
gross  and  3,744?.  16s.  Id.  net  personalty.  To  his  widow  he 
bequeathed  100?.,  his  furniture  and  household  effects,  together 
with  5,000?.,  and  2,500?.  in  trust. 
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Gbe  pasteur  institute,  pans. 

By  E.  J.  Millard,  F.C.S.,  F.R.M.S. 


DURING  a  recent  visit  to  Paris,  I  was  fortunate  in  procuring 
an  invitation  to  inspect  the  Pasteur  Institute,  and  it  has 
occurred  to  me  that  a  description  may  be  of  interest  to 
pharmacists. 

The  Institute  is  situated  in  the  rue  Dutot,  a  turning  out 
of  the  boulevard  Pasteur,  and  the  block  of  buildings  com- 
prising the  Institute  is  by  far  the  most  imposing  edifice  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  main  building  is  a  handsome 
three-storeyed  structure,  erected  in  1888,  standing  well  back 
from  the  road,  and  faced  on  the  opposite  side  by  the  new 
biological  laboratory  and  hospital,  which  was  then  un- 
finished, but  has  since  been  officially  opened.  The  laboratory 
and  hospital  have  been  built  chiefly  through  the  munificence 
of  Baroness  Hirsch  at  the  cost  of  some  80,000/.,  and  besides 
accommodating  a  number  of  students  engaged  in  research, 
will  provide  beds  for  the  most  serious  cases  undergoing 
Pasteurian  treatment,  that  hitherto  has  not  been  possible. 
Long  before  this,  however,  the  Institute  had  been  found  too 
small  for  the  numerous  developments  in  physiology  and 
chemistry,  and  the  communication  of  Dr.  Roux  at  the 
Congress  at  Buda-Pest  on  the  serum-treatment  of  diphtheria 


The  late  Louis  Pasteub. 


led  the  Figaro  to  open  a  subscription.  The  result  was  the 
collection  of  about  a  million  francs,  and  the  fitting  up  of 
laboratories,  stables,  &c,  at  Garches,  near  St.-Cloud,  in 
premises  presented  by  the  State.  A  description  of  this  part 
of  the  work  of  the  Institute  has  already  appeared  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  August  11, 1900. 

It  was  just  after  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  when,  under 
the  guidance  of  M.  H.  Pretet,  I  entered  the  department 
where  patients  were  waiting  to  see  the  physician.  Some 
fifty  or  sixty  men,  women,  and  children  were  assembled 
under  the  charge  of  the  concierge  Jupille,  who  is  an  historical 
personage  himself.  The  first  to  undergo  the  Pasteurian 
treatment  for  rabies  was  Jupille,  and  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Instil  ute  is  a  bronze  group  representing  him  as  a  shepherd 
stopping  a  mad  dog.  The  patients  come  from  all  parts  : 
there  were  several  Englishmen,  a  few  Russians,  but  mostly 
French  peasants.  On  passing  through  the  waiting-room  to 
a  corridor  the  rooms  right  and  left  are  devoted  to  the  treat-  1 


ment  of  bitten  persons.  In  one  the  actual  wounds  produced 
by  the  animal  are  dressed,  carbolic  acid  being  freely  applied 
and  the  room  smelling  strongly  of  it.  On  the  opposite  side 
I  saw  the  operation  of  injection  being  performed  on  male 
patients,  women  and  children  being  treated  in  a  separate 
room.  The  man  unbuttons  his  coat  and  vest,  raises  his 
shirt,  and,  whilst  being  firmly  grasped  in  the  arms  of  an 


WOUND-DKESSING. 


assistant  so  that  he  does  not  flinch,  the  emulsion  is  injected 
by  means  of  a  hypodermic  syringe,  first  into  one  side  of  the 
abdomen  and  then  into  the  other,  the  skin  being  first  dabbed 
with  cotton-wool  soaked  in  absolute  alcohol,  so  as  to  ensure 
perfect  asepsis.  Tne  needle  is  passed  through  a  flame  before 
being  used  on  the  next  patient.  The  emulsion  is  a  milky- 
looking  fluid  obtained  from  the  spinal-cords  of  rabbits,  and 
was  elaborated  by  Pasteur  in  1885  by  passing  the  disease 
though  a  succession  of  rabbits  until  the  period  of  incubation 


Injecting  for  Rabies. 


and  duration  of  the  disease  are  both  absolutely  fixed.  In 
the  laboratories  is  a  darkened  room,  maintained  at  the 
constant  temperature  of  23°  C,  where  the  spinal  cords  are 
preserved  for  the  preparation  of  the  emulsion  upon  shelves 
fixed  to  the  walls.  The  treatment  consists  of  this  double 
injection  for  fifteen  days,  which  in  very  serious  cases  may 


October  27,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


685 


be  extended  to  twenty-one  days.  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
asking  one  of  the  patients  how  he  felt  during  the  treatment. 
He  was  an  Englishman  sent  by  his  employer  all  the  way 
from  India  because  he  had  been  bitten  by  his  master's 
terrier,  which  soon  after  died  from  acute  rabies.  He  replied 
that  he  only  felt  the  slight  pricking  of  the  needle  and  a 
little  soreness  in  the  region  of  the  injection,  but  one  of  his 
friends  used  to  experience  a  burning  sensation  every  time  in 
the  part  where  he  was  bitten.  I  was  much  amused  by 
several  coming  up  to  know  if  I  were  undergoing  treatment, 
and  I  had  to  admit  I  was  only  bitten  by  curiosity.  A  little 
fellow,  about  four  years  of  age,  whom  I  had  heard  lustily  cry- 
ing not  two  minutes  before  in  the  operation-room,  came  up 
and  smilingly  insisted  upon  shaking  hands  and  bidding  me 
"  Adieu."  The  fifteenth  day  of  his  treatment  had  arrived. 
The  operations  for  the  day  were  all  over  in  about  an  hour 
and  a  half — before  I  had  left  the  Institute — and  the  whole 
treatment  is  free. 

In  the  right  wing  of  the  building  are  the  private  apart- 
ments of  Mme.  Pasteur,  which  she  still  occupies,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  lobby  is  the  crypt  in  which  repose  the  remains  of 
M.  Pasteur.    It  is  only  opened  at  stated  intervals,  but  I  was 


handsomely  decorated  and  ornamented  by  a  number  of 
busts  on  pedestals.  In  the  centre  is  the  bust  of  Pasteur,  by 
Paul  Dubois.  The  others  represent  the  six  principal  donors 
to  the  institute,  and  are  of  Dom  Pedro,  late  Emperor  of 
Brazil,  Alexander  III.  of  Russia,  A.  de  Rothschild,  Mme. 
Boucicaut,  Mme.  Furtado-Heine,  and  Comte  de  Laubepin. 
The  library  contains  all  Pasteur's  own  private  collection  and 
many  donations,  whilst  on  the  tables  are  the  current 
scientific  journals  in  every  language.  On  the  same  floor  is 
a  large  laboratory  devoted  to  biological  chemistry  and 
technical  bacteriology  under  Dr.  Roux,  where  a  number  of 
workers  are  engaged  daily.  The  floor  above  has  a  number  of 
small  laboratories  where  original  research  is  undertaken, 
those  in  the  right  wing  under  M.  Metchnikoff,  and  those  in 
the  left  under  MM.  Chamberland,  Metchnikoff,  and  Roux. 

At  the  rear  of  the  Institute  are  several  detached  buildings  -t 
the  largest  of  these  is  surmounted  by  a  clock-tower,  and  is 
the  hospital  for  animals  under  experimental  observation. 
There  are  very  many  rabbits  and  guinea-pigs,  a  few  fowl, 
geese,  and  pigeons,  and  one  or  two  monkeys.  Those 
under  observation  are  isolated,  and  the  date,  name  of 
experimenter,    and  particulars   are    set  forth  on  labels 


The  Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris 


specially  fortunate  in  securing  a  glimpse  of  the  interior  of  j 
the  magnificent  mausoleum,  worthy  of  the  distinguished  I 
savant.    As  soon  as  the  iron  gates  are  opened  one  descends 
a  number  of  steps,  and  by  means  of  a  lantern  the  beautiful 
mosaic  work  can  be  seen  covering  walls  and  roof.  Scenes 
are  depicted  symbolical  of  Pasteur's  chief  works,  and  in 
letters  of  gold  his  name  and  honours  are  transcribed.  In 
the  centre,  under  an  enormous  slab  of  Swedish  black  granite, 
is  the  sarcophagus.    Four  allegorical  figures,  representing 
Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  and  Science,  bear  watch  and  guard.  I 
The  extreme  end  of  the  crypt  is  occupied  by  a  small  plain  | 
altar.    On  this  fitting  resting-place  of  the  great  master  the 
sum  of  3,200Z.  was  spent  by  the  widow  and  children  and 
their  friends.  The  mosaic  work  was  executed  by  M.  Guilbert- 
Martin  from  designs  by  M.  Olivier  Merson. 

The  left  wing  contains  a  large  hall,  a  laboratory  for  the 
preparation  of  cultures,  a  dark-room  for  photography,  a 
laboratory  for  the  dissection  of  animals,  and  another  labor-  j 
atory  for  studying  agricultural  microbes,  under  the  direction  i 
of  M.  Danysz.    On  the  first  floor  is  the  library,  a  large  room  I 


attached  to  the  cages.  The  animals  are  examined  daily, 
weighed  if  necessary,  and  reports  drawn  up.  The  floor 
above  is  set  apart  for  the  preparation  of  virus  and  the  toxin 
of  bubonic  plague,  as  isolation  is  of  absolute  necessity. 
This  is  the  antipest  or  Yersin  serum  as  perfected  by  Dr. 
Roux,  and  was  supplied  to  the  authorities  in  Glasgow 
during  the  recent  outbreak  of  disease.  There  is  also  pre- 
pared a  material  known  as  Haffkine's  prophylactic,  which 
has  been  found  to  afford  protection  against  the  disease,  but 
is  not  used  upon  those  suffering  from  it,  or  when  already 
exposed  to  it.  This  material  is  prepared  by  planting 
Baeilhts  pestis  on  ordinary  agar-agar,  and  allowing  the 
culture  to  mature  for  four  days.  The  growth  is  then  taken 
up  from  each  dish  in  bouillon  and  sterilised  for  one  hour. 
The  Yersin  serum,  on  the  other  hand,  is  obtained  from  blood- 
serum  of  horses  that  have  been  treated  with  the  toxin. 

In  an  adjoining  building  are  the  rabbits  destined  for  the 
preparation  of  the  emulsion  used  for  injecting  against 
rabies.  On  the  extreme  right  are  a  number  of  kennels 
where  dogs  and  cats  suspected  of  rabies  are  kept  under 
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observation  to  see  if  the  disease  develops.  One  was  already 
dead  and  several  were  showing  signs  of  the  disease,  but  the 
majority  looked  quite  happy  and  well. 

Among  the  various  vaccines  prepared  at  the  Pasteur 
Institute,  under  M.  Chamberland,  are  those  for  anthrax, 
swine-fever,  glanders,  and  tuberculosis.  The  two  last  are 
under  the  special  care  of  Dr.  Roux  and  Professor  Nocard,  of 
Alfort,  and  are  known  as  mallein  and  tuberculin.  The 
various  sera,  antitetanic,  antistreptococcic,  antidiphtheritic, 
and  antipest  are  prepared  both  in  Paris  and  at  Garches, 
whilst  the  antivenomous  serum  is  prepared  at  the  Pasteur 
Institute,  Lille,  by  Dr.  Calmette,  the  director. 

The  anthrax  vaccine  is  prepared  from  cultures  of  the 
anthrax  bacillus  in  bouillon,  attenuated  by  the  oxygen  of  the 
air.  The  first  vaccine  kills  only  mice,  and  the  second  kills 
guinea-pigs  and  rabbits.  Sheep  and  oxen  bear  easily  the 
first  vaccine  and  after  twelve  days'  interval  the  second 
vaccine  is  used,  they  then  become  resistant  to  even 
virulent  anthrax.  The  method  was  discovered  in  1880  by 
MM.  Pasteur,  Chamberland,  and  Koux.  The  vaccine  for  swine 
fever  is  also  a  culture  of  the  microbe  of  the  disease,  discovered 
by  Pasteur  and  Thuillier.  Mallein  is  the  liquid  prepared  from 
cultures  of  the  bacilli  of  glanders,  and  when  injected  into 
animals  infected  with  the  disease  produces  a  rise  of  tem- 
perature of  1°  to  2°.  Healthy  animals  do  not  react  to  this 
diagnostic  agent.  Tuberculin,  discovered  by  Koch,  acts  in  a 
similar  manner  with  tuberculous  cattle.  Tetanin  is  the 
antitetanic  serum  obtained  from  horses  that  have  been 
previously  immunised  against  tetanus,  and  is  principally 
useful  as  a  preventive.  It  will  be  remembered  that  some 
years  ago  Pasteur  offered  to  relieve  Australia  of  its  rabbits 
by  the  introduction  of  a  virus  which  was  rapidly  communi- 
cable and  subsequently  fatal.  A  contagious  virus  is  prepared 
at  the  Institute  for  the  destruction  of  mice  and  rats.  The 
gelatin  culture  is  washed  out  of  the  tube  with  a  little  water 
in  which  salt  has  been  dissolved  and  the  gelatin  broken  up 
small.  Pieces  of  dry  white  bread  are  soaked  in  the  liquid 
and  placed  where  the  rodents  abound.  The  virus  is  effective 
in  about  eight  to  ten  days,  and  is  quite  harmless  to  human 
beings  and  domestic  animals  generally. 

Since  1885  more  than  23,000  persons  have  been  treated 
at  the  Pasteur  Institute,  Paris,  for  the  prevention  of  rabies, 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  1,500  per  annum  and  the  number  is 
growing  in  spite  of  the  establishment  of  similar  institutes  else- 
where. The  mortality  among  those  who  have  undergone  the 
treatment  is  less  than  5  per  1,000,  andj  it  is  stated  that 
previously  the  most  reliable  statistics  indicated  a  mortality 
of  15  per  cent. 

In  the  department  of  technical  bacteriology  more  than 
800  medical  men,  pharmacists,  analysts,  and  others  have 
attended  the  course  of  study  under  Dr.  Roux  since  1889. 
There  are  two  courses  each  year,  consisting  of  48  lectures 
followed  by  practical  work,  and  the  fee  is  only  12.  Under 
Dr.  Metchnikoff  the  chief  reseach-work  is  undertaken,  and 
he  and  his  pupils  are  engaged  on  the  subject  of  phagocytosis 
or  the  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  immunity,  not  only 
against  microbes  but  their  toxines.  A  separate  article 
would  be  necessary  to  describe  the  department  of  agricultural 
chemistry,  and  also  chemical  biology — the  latter  under  the 
charge  of  Professor  C.  Duclaux,  the  director  of  the  Pasteur 
Institute. 

In  conclusion,  a  striking  feature  of  the  Institute  is  its 
steady  growth  and  prosperity,  which  is  the  more  remarkable 
as  it  owes  its  inception  to  the  genius  of  one  man,  and  is 
sustained  by  public  benevolence.  The  supply  of  vaccines 
and  sera  to  medical  men,  &c,  is  carried  on  in  an  admirably 
businesslike  manner  that  might  be  imitated  with  advantage 
by  institutions  in  this  country.  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks 
to  Professor  Duclaux  for  a  descriptive  pamphlet  on  the 
Institute,  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  many  details,  and  to 
my  friend  M.  H.  Pretet  for  his  kind  attention  and  unfailing 
courtesy. 


Pleasures  at  the  Cape. — Our  colonial  friends  are  by 
no  means  overwhelmed  with  melancholy  at  the  present 
juncture.  They  enjoy  themselves  and  are  original  in  their 
enjoyment  too.  A  farmer  named  Mr.  A.  H.  King  writes 
home  that  they  had  a  "  Poster  Dance  "  in  Molteno  recently, 
and  that  he  created  some  sensation  by  appearing  as  "  Cooper's 
Dip." 


£raoe*flDarfe$  HppUeo  for. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  be  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Designs,  and  Trade-marks, 
at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery 
Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the  dates  men- 
tioned. The  objection  must  be  stated  on  Trade-marks  Form 
J,  cost  il.,  obtainable  through  any  money-order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  10,  1900.) 

"  Panopeptin  "  ;  for  all  goods  in  Class  3.  By  Fairchild  Bros. 
&  Foster,  New  York,  U.S.A.  231,581. 

';Vivia";  for  liver-pills,  headache-powders,  and  cod-liver  oil 
cream  with  hypophosphites.  By  R.  Speedie,  chemist,  Crieff. 
232,401. 

"  Conabrom  "  ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  Fletcher,  Fletcher 
&  Co.  (Limited),  Holloway  Road,  N.  232,536. 

"  Ozogen  "  (the  essential  particular)  in  circular  design  (no  claim 
for  "  Ozo  ") ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  J.  B.  de  Alzugaray, 
24-25  Suffolk  House,  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E.C  235,655. 

"  Hygiama  "  ;  for  a  food-preparation.  By  the  Dr.  Theinhardts 
Nahrmittel  Gesellschaft,  Cannstadt,  Wiirtemburg,  Germany. 
229,115. 

Label  bearing  combination  of  devices  and  the  word  "  Nicelle  " 
(the  essential  particulars) ;  for  olive  oil  from  Nice.  No 
claim  for  "  Nice."  By  the  Seville  Packing  Company,  New 
York,  U.S.A.  230,001. 

"Our  Jack";  for  food  substances.  By  A.  M.  Bickford  &  Sons 
Currie  Street,  Adelaide,  S.A.  226,162. 

Three  labels  bearing  a  combination  of  devices  (the  essential  par- 
ticular) ;  for  a  wine.  By  La  Societe  du  St.  Raphael- Quin- 
quina, 18  Avenue  Parmentier,  Paris.  231,108. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  October  17,  1900.) 

"  Rhodine  "  ;  for  goods  in  Class  1.  By  the  Basle  Chemical 
Works,  90  Neubasweg,  Bale.  231,941. 

"  Solignum  "  ;  for  a  wood-preserver  and  weed  and  insect 
destroyer.  By  Major  &  Co.  (Limited),  Kingston-upon  Hull. 
232,981,  232,982. 

"  Permanganine  " ;  for  a  disinfectant.  By  Reynolds  &  Branson 
(Limited),  Leeds.  232,751. 

"  Loztjle  "  ;  for  chemicals.  By  Reynolds  &  Branson  (Limited), 
Leeds.  232,669. 

"Dahlia"  ;  for  a  chemical.   By  Daisy  (Limited),  Leeds.  232,681. 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  of  a  rope  tied  with  a  sailor's  knot 
and  the  letters  "  H.  K."  ;  for  an  ointment.  By  H,  Knott, 
73  Park  Street,  New  Clee.  232,888. 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular),  consisting  of 
female  figure  holding  aloft  a  vessel  and  standing  on  a 
globe ;  for  aerated-water  machinery  and  for  mineral  waters. 
By  Super-Aeration  (Limited),  88  Bishopsgate  Street,  E.C. 
232,605,232,606. 

"  Recticon  "  (no  claim  for  "  Recti ") ;  for  photographic  apparatus. 

By  Baker  &  Rouse  Proprietary  (Limited),  260  Collins  Street, 

Melbourne,  Vic.  232,337. 
"  Panoram  " ;  for  photographic  cameras.    By  Kodak  (Limited), 

43  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.  233,070. 

"  Valvite  "  (no  claim  for  "  Valve  ") ;  for  the  whole  class.  By  the 
Commercial  Rubber  Company,  585  Commercial  Road,  E. 
232,920. 

Device  of  a  map  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  the  word  "  Ruwaic  " 
(the  essential  particulars) ;  for  mineral  and  aerated  waters. 
By  the  Royal  Undercliffe  Waters  &  Ice  Company,  Spring 
Hill,  Ventnor,  I.W.  230,961. 

"  Blanchine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Blanch  ") ;  for  a  toilet-powder.  By 
Headley  &  Co.,  9  Giltspur  Street,  E.C.  232,346. 

'  Free  Wheel  "  ;  for  perfumery  and  toilet  articles.  By  W. 
Gossage  &  Sons  (Limited),  Widnes.  233,157. 

"Varetta";  for  a  furniture-polish.  By  D.  Lloyd- Jones,  127 
Commercial  Street,  Newport,  Mon.  231,812. 


The  export  of  boric  acid  from  Leghorn  during  August 
amounted  to  1,197  quintals,  of  which  440  went  to  Great 
Britain,  205  to  Germany,  203  to  France,  160  to  Belgium,  134 
to  Holland,  and  65  to  Austria.  Practically  all  the  refined 
borax  exported  was  shipped  to  Great  Britain — 279  quintals. 
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Cbeap  patents. 


A  FEW  weeks  ago  we  printed  an  article  in  regard  to  offers 
Cx  of  cheap  "  patents,"  and  since  then  several  subscribers 
in  town  and  country  have  written  to  us.  One  firm  has 
been  good  enough  to  send  us  the  following  letter  : — 


^9  -fV/ 


1 


cf  i.  X-v'^    '•  X"*  P  ,G/-  " 


We  recognised  in  this  the  handwriting  of  a  gentleman  who 
sometimes  takes  the  name  of  Fisher,  and  who  not  so  very 
long  ago  was  connected  with  a  dispensary  in  the  West-end. 
This  is  another  of  his  letters  : — 


We  publish  these  two  facsimiles  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining from  our  subscribers  generally  if  they  have  had  any 


communications  from  Mr.  Williams,  alias  Fisher,  which  they 
can  send  to  us.  As  the  prices  which  he  quotes  are  below  the 
makers'  prices  this  need  not  be  taken  as  an  advertisement 
for  him,  but  strict  inquiry  should  be  made  in  regard  to 
the  origin  of  the  goods. 


Scientific  progress. 


The  Chemistry  of  Canada  Balsam. — Tschirsch 
(Arcliiv.  der  Pharmazie,  1900,  487)  publishes  the  results  of  his 
researches  on  this  balsam.  He  finds  the  acid-number  of  the 
samples  he  has  examined  to  lie  between  822  mid  861.  The 
saponification-number  varied  from  IJH'2  to  197'7.  Amongst  the 
resin  acids  present  he  finds  canadinic  acid,  Ci^H^O^  and  cana- 
dolic  acid,  C1.,H2802.  Two  isomeric  amorphous  acids,  a-  and  /3- 
canadinolic  acids,  were  also  found  to  be  present  in  considerable 
quantity.  Canadoresene,  C21H40O,  was  also  isolated.  By  the  dis- 
tillation of  the  balsam  with  steam  a  small  quantity  of  an  essential 
oil,  boiling  between  160°  and  167°  C,  was  obtained.  • 

New  Remedies. — Bromocol  is  a  compound  of  bromine 
tannin,  and  gelatin,  containing  20  per  cent,  of  bromine  in  an 
organically-combined  state.  It  is  a  slightly  yellow  powder, 
without  odour  or  taste,  soluble  in  alkaline,  but  scarcely  so  in  acid 
solutions.  It  is  suggested  as  a  substitute  for  alkaline  bromides. 
A  new  remedy  for  which  no  trivial  name  has  yet  been  suggested, 
and  whose  chemical  name  is  tetraiodopyrrolhexamethylenetetra- 
mine,  is  produced  by  the  action  of  iodol  on  urotropine  in  alco- 
holic solution.  It  forms  silver-grey  crystals,  which  are  claimed 
to  possess  antiseptic  powers  much  superior  to  iodoform  or  any  of 
its  substitutes. 

Cedar- nut  Oil. — Sehmoelling  has  examined  this  oil,  and 
give  the  following  as  the  principal  of  its  analytical  constants  : — 


Sp.  gr  

Saponification  No. 

Glycerin  

Insoluble  fatty  acids 
Iodine  No. 
Volatile  fatty  acids 
Mean    mol.  weight 
fatty  acids 


of 


0-930 
1918 
10'3    per  cent. 
91'97  per  cent. 
159-2    per  cent. 
3-77  per  cent. 
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A  New  Poisonous  Plant.  -Bhus  toxicodendron  causes, 
inflammation  of  the  cuticle  when  its  leaves  are  touched,  and  it 
is  a  great  annoyance  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  H.  G.  Jorgensen 
has  found  a  similar  plant  in  Cuba  which  made  the  sailors  of 
U.S.S.  Yankton  use  language  when  they  were  in  Banes  Bay.  He 
sent  a  specimen  of  the  plant  to  his  old  professor,  Dr.  H.  H. 
Rusby,  of  the  New  York  College  of  Pharmacy,  who  describes  it  in 
the  Journal  of  Pharmacology  as  Oomocladia  platyphylla  Rich., 
one  of  the  Anacardiaceas  which  is  placed  by  Dr.  Engler  next  to  the 
poisonous  genus  Metopium,  with  the  other  poisonous  genera 
Pseudo-smodingium  and  Bhus  following  in  order.  The  juice  of 
C.  glabra  Spreng.  is  said  to  be  greatly  feared,  and  that  of  others 
is  said  to  be  "  sehr  schaif,"  but  similar  properties  have  not 
hitherto  been  attributed  to  Mr.  Jorgensen's  plant,  of  which  a 
figure  is  given  in  the  J.  0.  P.J 

Gentlopicrin. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Paris  Society  of 
Pharmacy  M.  Bourquelot  read  a  paper  on  the  results  obtained 
by  himself  and  M.  Herissey  in  connection  with  the  preparation 
of  gentiopicrin.  They  have  already  shown  that  certain  fresh 
plants  contain  proximate  principles  which  can  be  no  longer  found 
in  the  dried  plant.  Thus,  in  a  certain  fungus  they  found  trehalose, 
a  body  which  is  finally  converted  into  mannite  in  the  dried  plant. 
Gentiopicrin  is  a  glucoside  which  has  hitherto  escaped  careful 
examination,  on  account  of  the  minute  quantity  existing  in  the 
dried  root.  The  authors  used  21  kilos,  of  the  freshly-gathered 
root,  and  obtained  from  this  about  250  grammes  of  the  glucoside. 
The  ferments,  which  are  responsible  for  the  rapid  decomposition 
of  the  glucoside,  were  destroyed  by  cutting  the  root  into  small 
fragments  and  boiling  them  with  95-per-cent.  alcohol.  They 
were  then  extracted  for  a  considerable  time  with  the  same  solvent, 
and  the  alcohol  recovered.  The  residue,  being  slightly  acid,  was 
neutralised  with  calcium  carbonate,  filtered,  evaporated,  and 
allowed  to  crystallise.  A  few  fragments  of  gentiopicrin  added  to 
the  liquid  quickly  induced  crystallisation.  In  about  fifteen  hours 
the  crop  was  separated  in  the  usual  manner  and  dried.  The 
crude  gentiopicrin  was  purified  by  recrystallisation  from  any  of 
the  usual  solvents,  when  it  was  obtained  in  colourless  crystals, 
which,  in  contact  with  emulsin,  yielded  ordinary  dextrose  and  a 
bodv  not  vet  examined.  In  a  2-per-cent.  solution  it  is  tevorotary 
— [ct]D=-195°. 
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festivities. 


[_Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society. 

The, annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was  held  at  the 
Wharncliffe  Hotel,  Sheffield,  on  October  16.  About  seventy 
guests  were  present,  including  Mr.  J.  B.  Pater  (President  of 
the  Society,  in  the  chair),  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (Presi- 
dent of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  Principal  Hicks 
(Sheffield  University  College),  Dr.  Paul,  Dr.  Robertson 
(Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Sheffield),  Drs.  Hunt,  Carter, 
Caley,  Sorley,  Hallam,  and  Bellamy,  Messrs.  W.  Gowen 
Cross  (Shrewsbury),  T.  Bateson  (Kendal),  A.  H.  Allen  (City 
Analyst),  A.  R.  Fox,  J.  Austen,  G.  Squire,  F.  Harrison,  J.  F. 
Eardley,  Percy  Carr,  C.  F.  Carr,  J.  W.  J.  Turner,  E.  Waters, 
G.  Ellinor,  W.  Ward,  H.  E.  Ibbitt,  L.  A.  Morley,  J.  Stevens, 
G.  Owen,  and  H.  Antcliffe  (Hon.  Secretary).  After  dinner 
Mr  G.  Squire  presented  the  toast  of 

"  THE  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN." 

The  past  year  had  been  a  busy  one  in  the  world  of  phar- 
macy and  had,  he  thought,  benefited  the  craft  at  large.  He 
gave  the  Council  credit  for  having  lost  no  opportunity  of 
putting  before  the  authorities  the  desires  of  the  craft  with 
regard  to  a  Pharmacy  Bill.  The  divided  opinion  of  the 
Council  on  this  subject  must  have  hindered  progress,  but  as 
those  members  who  had  stuck  out  for  the  professional  side 
— who  said  they  must  have  no  company-pharmacy,  and  must 
not  touch  the  unclean  thing — had  somewhat  modified  their 
views,  there  was  now  a  prospect  that  the  Council  would  agree 
upon  a  certain  course,  and  draft  a  Bill  likely  to  satisfy  the 
general  body  of  chemists. 

Before  concluding,  Mr.  Squire  presented  to  Mr.  Newsholme 
a  silver  salver  bearing  the  following  inscription :  "  Presented 
to  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  Esq.,  F.C.S.,  by  a  few  members, 
friends,  and  associates  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society,  to  mark  their  appreciation  of  his  election 
as  first  Provincial  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain,  October  18,  1900."  Accompanying  the 
salver  was  a  bound  portfolio  containing  a  similar  address, 
and  the  names  of  the  subscribers. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme,  in  acknowleding  the  presenta- 
tion, said  during  the  twenty-three  years  he  had  spent  in 
Sheffield,  he  had  had  the  friendship  and  kindly  considera- 
tion of  all  the  chemists  of  the  city.  Addressing  himself  to 
the  toast,  he  said  he  would  not  tell  them  the  position  in 
which  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  now  stood,  as  the  matter  was 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Council ;  but  he  might 
relieve  their  minds  by  telling  them  there  was  not  very  much 
doubt  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  the  Bill  would 
be  laid  before  the  members.  (Applause.)  It  was  not  for 
him,  at  the  present  time,  to  give  a  forecast  of  what  the  Bill 
would  be.  Writers  in  the  press  and  other  critics  had  said 
that  the  Council  were  not  capable  of  drafting  a  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  did  not  know  their  business.  Before  they  became 
members  of  the  Council  they  were  respectable  men, 

SUPPOSED  TO  HAVE  BRAINS, 

and  it  seemed  a  funny  thing  that  when  they  were  put  on 
the  Council  they  should  lose  all  their  ability  and  be  able  to 
do  nothing !  But  in  spite  of  this  criticism .  hey  knew  that 
there  were  men  throughout  the  country  who  believed  that 
that  body  was  composed  of  capable  men,  elected  because 
they  had  some  special  knowledge  of  pharmaceutical  politics 
and  pharmaceutical  affairs.  In  his  opinion,  the  Council 
consisted  of  twenty-one  as  capable  men  (if  he  might  except 
himself)  as  there  were  in  the  craft  throughout  the  country, 
and  the  responsibilities  and  the  position  of  chemists  might 
be  safely  left  in  their  hands.  He  did  not  admit  that  there 
had  been  any  delay  in  connection  with  the  question  of 
company  trading.  The  moment  the  clause  in  the  Companies 
Bill  was  defeated  the  Council  set  to  work  to  draft  a  Bill 
which  was  to  benefit,  first  of  all,  the  public.  They  must 
consider  first  the  safety  of  the  public.  If  they  began  to 
regulate  pharmacy  so  as  to  become  a  trade  institution  or  a 
trades  union,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  would  very  soon 
come  to  grief .  They  only  existed  in  law  for  the  safety  of 
the  public.    In  the  new  Pharmacy  Bill  they  were  safeguard- 


ing the  public  by  seeing  that  in  every  establishment  where 
poisons  were  sold  they  should  be  sold  by  qualified  men. 
The  Council  were  agreed  that  no  one  should  have  a  claim  to 
the  title  of  chemist  and  druggist  who  was  not  qualified 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act.  It  was  not  publishing  any  secret 
to  say  that  they  would  never  consent  to  that  title,  or  the 
title  of  pharmaceutical  chemist,  being  used  by  limited 
companies  of  unqualified  individuals.  Mr.  Newsholme  then 
referred  to  the  new  scheme  of  divisional  secretaries,  and 
concluded  by  saying  that  the  fact  that  many  candidates  had 
to  present  themselves  for  examination  over  and  over  again 
showed  a  deficiency  in  the  training  employed,  a«nd  expressed 
himself  in  favour  of  a  compulsory  curriculum. 

Mr.  C.  B.  AlleD,  who  also  responded  to  the  toast,  said 
there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  pre- 
clude divisional  secretaries  from  collecting  subscriptions  for 
the  Benevolent  Fund. 

Mr.  T.  Bateson,  who  gave  the  toast  of 

"THE  SHEFFIELD  SOCIETY," 

thought  the  difficulty  in  connection  with  a  curriculum  would 
be  to  deal  fairly  with  young  men  who  lived  and  were 
trained  in  small  country  districts. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Pater,  in  reply,  wished  for  a  larger  membership 
of  the  local  Society.  While  the  Society  was  in  a  healthy 
condition  the  subscription-list  ought  to  be  larger.  The 
Sheffield  Society  stood  out  pre-eminent  for  the  way  it  had 
always  tackled  the  matter  of  preliminary  education.  They 
struggled  on  for  some  years,  often  at  great  loss,  but  they 
would  not  give  up  the  School  of  Pharmacy. 

The  toast  of  "  The  Sheffield  University  College,"  proposed 
by  Mr.  W.I  Gowen  Cross,  was  responded  to  by  Professor 
Hicks.    Mr.  Alfred  H.  Allen,  in  proposing 

"  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION," 

said  medicine  was,  if  not  the  twin-sister,  at  least  the  first 
cousin  of  pharmacy,  and  the  members  of  the  two  profes- 
sions were  bound  together  in  the  closest  bonds  by  common 
interests.  For  the  good  of  pharmacy  he  would  like  to  see 
a  rapprochement  between  the  pharmacists  and  medical  men 
of  Sheffield.  It  would  be  disputed  by  few  that  the  drugs 
supplied  by  a  pharmacist  were,  as  a  rule,  newer  and  of  more 
reliable  quality  than  those  found  in  the  dispensary  of  the 
general  practitioner.  On  the  other  hand,  the  medical  man 
was  apt  to  plead  that  he  could  not  always  rely  on  the 
pharmacist  dispensing  his  prescriptions  according  to  his 
instructions.  Was  there  any  foundation  for  that  attitude  ? 
He  believed  that,  in  the  very  great  majority  of  cases,  pre- 
scriptions were  dispensed  with  conscientious  care  and 
accuracy ;  but  there  were  exceptions  to  this  rule.  There 
was  a  pharmacist,  formerly  well  known  in  Sheffield,  who 
supplied  to  the  written  order  of  a  medical  man  paregoric 
destitute  of  benzoic  acid,  deficient  in  opium  and 
alcohol.  There  was  the  well-known  case  of  tincture  of 
opium  supplied  to  the  prescription  of  a  medical  man  which 
was  found  on  analysis  to  contain  only  one-third  of  the 
opium  and  little  more  than  half  the  alcohol  present  in  the 
B.P.  tincture.  In  face  of  the  evidence  tendered  by  the  then 
President  of  this  Society,  now  President  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  Dr.  Sinclair  White, 
then  medical  officer  of  health  for  the  borough,  the  stipendiary 
magistrate,  who  sat  in  the  Sheffield  Police  Court,  decided 
that,  seeing  the  preparation  contained  alcohol  and  opium, 
it  was  a  "  tincture  of  opium,"  deficiency  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter.  The  question,  however,  was  not 
allowed  to  rest,  and  the  opinion  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
was  taken,  with  the  result  that  the  stipendiary's  decision  was 
reversed,  and  the  appeal-case  of  White  v.  By  water  is  one  of 
the  leading  cases  on  record  dealing  with  the  question  in 
point.  It  was  held  by  the  High  Court  that  the  article  known 
as  "  tincture  of  opium  "  meant  a  tincture  prepared  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  thus  to  a 
certain  extent  the  position  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as 
a  standard  for  the  drugs  named  in  it  was  established.  Did 
they  always  make  their  tincture  of  opium  in  accordance  with 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  ?  Quite  recently  he  had  occasion 
to  purchase  some  of  that  article  from  a  pharmacist  in 
Sheffield,  and  was  asked  whether  he  "  wanted  the  ordinary, 
or  the  B.P.  tincture."  But  the  decision  in  White  v.  Bywater 
was  of  a  limited  character,  since  it  was  based  on  evidence 
that  the  B.P.  tincture  of  opium  was  the  quality  generally 
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recognised,  and  it  had  been  contended  with  some  force  that 
the  Pharmacopoeia  is  not,  and  never  was,  intended  to  apply 
generally  to  the  articles  named  therein  except  when  used  in 
dispensing  a  prescription,  or  when  the  B.P.  preparation  was 
specially  demanded.  They  knew  it  had  been  held  on  high 
authority,  no  less  than  that  of  the  Editor  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  that  that  compilation  had  no  right  or 
authority  to  be  regarded  as  a  standard  for  the  articles 
described  therein,  and  that  if  an  appeal  were  ever  taken  on 
the  point  the 

VALUELESS  CHARACTER  OF  THE  PHARMACOPCEIA 

as  a  standard  for  drugs  would  be  established.  They  all 
knew  and  deplored  the  deficiencies  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but 
that  was  a  very  curious  statement  to  come  from  the  Editor, 
of  all  persons,  and  he  did  not  think  Dr.  Attfield  had 
increased  the  confidence  of  either  medical  men  or  pharma- 
cists in  him  by  taking  such  a  position. 

When  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  was 
taking  the  evidence  on  which  the  Adulteration  Amendment 
Act  of  1879  was  based,  Dr.  James  Bell,  at  that  time  the 
Principal  of  the  Somerset  House  Laboratory,  was  asked 
whether  he  considered  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  should  be 
made  the  legal  standard  under  the  Adulteration  Acts  for 
articles  named  therein.  He  replied,  with  his  characteristic 
caution,  that  there  were  some  articles  the  composition  of 
which  could  scarcely  be  bound  by  a  rigid  standard,  and  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  make  the  Pharmacopoeia  a  formal 
standard,  as  practically  it  occupied  that  position  already. 
But  the  Committee  on  Food-products  Adulteration,  which 
sat  recently,  had  a  very  carefully  compiled  draft  Bill  laid 
before  them  by  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts,  which  pro- 
posed that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  made  the 
standard  for  articles  named  therein,  with  the  exception  of 
certain  articles  to  be  named  in  a  schedule,  the  list  of  which 
could  be  extended  at  any  time  by  order  of  the  Council. 
This  suggestion  was  not  adopted  in  the  abortive  Act  passed 
in  1899. 

It  did  not  matter  to  a  public  analyst  whether  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  was  made  the  official  standard  for  drugs  or 
not.  In  framing  his  own  certificates  he  simply  stated  the 
composition  of  the  article  analysed,  and  added  a  statement 
of  what  it  should  consist  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  He  left  it  for  the  Court  to  decide 
whether  these  requirements  were  reasonable.  If  the 
attempts  now  being  so  persistently  made  to  displace  the 
Pharmacopoeia  from  the  position  it  had  practically  held  in 
the  past  were  successful  it  would  in  no  way  affect  the  public 
analyst,  but  it  would  greatly  affect,  and  he  thought  most 
injuriously,  the  position  of  the  pharmacist.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  it  was  a  great  advantage  to  a  pharmacist  to  be  able 
to  proclaim  that  his  drugs  were  of  the  quality  of  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  What  would  happen  if  some  of  those  gentle- 
men who  were  now  doing  their  best  to  upset  the  Pharma  ■ 
copceia  were  to  publicly  proclaim  on  their  shop-windows 
that  all  articles  demanded  in  writing  by  a  medical  man  were 
of  Pharmacopoeia  quality,  but  the  articles  supplied  to  the 
public  were  diluted,  adulterated,  sophisticated,  or  otherwise 
altered  according  to  the  taste,  fancy,  and  cupidity  of  the 
vendor  ?  He  challenged  any  pharmacist  to  take  up  such  a 
position,  and  to  take  the  public  into  his  confidence  in  the 
above  manner. 

It  was  of  supreme  importance  that,  as  far  as  possible,  a 
drug  known  under  a  certain  name  should  have  a  constant 
medicinal  activity,  and  that  could  only  be  assured  by  an 
approximately  constant  composition.  Any  sophistication  or 
alteration  was  sure  to  rebound  on  the  man  who  made  it. 

It  seems  to  him  that 

THE  PRIVILEGES  ENJOYED  BY  THE  PHARMACIST, 

such  as  they  are,  were  dependent  on  his  being  able  to  be 
trusted  by  the  public  to  supply  a  good  article,  and  they 
relied  on  his  education  and  training  as  a  guarantee  that  this 
was  done.  If  he  sold  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  with  only  one-half 
or  one-fourth  of  the  amount  of  nitrous  ether  required  by  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  it  might  be  a  palliation,  but  it  was 
certainly  not  a  legitimate  excuse  to  plead  in  defence  that 
the  article  had  deteriorated  to  that  extent  by  keeping, 
especially  as  a  very  simple  and  speedy  method  of  testing  the 
article  had  been  placed  in  the  pharmacist's  hands.  They  did 


not  allow  a  man  to  sell  stinking  fish  or  putrid  meat,  and  had 
little  sympathy  with  him  if  he  attempted  to  do  so,  yet  they 
had  pharmacists  going  to  the  Courts  whining  with  the 
excuse  that  the  sweet  nitre  which  they  supplied  the  public 
with  had  decomposed. 

It  was  astonishing  to  notice  the  tone  of  mind  of  some  gentle- 
men of  whom  other  things  might  be  expected.  A  well  known 
and  highly-respected  member  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference  recently  pointed  out  that  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia did  not  say  that  camphorated  oil  must  contain  21  per 
cent,  of  camphor,  but  merely  that  that  amount  was  to  be 
used  in  its  preparation.  Well,  there  was  some  excuse  for  the 
pharmacist  who  sold  quinine-wine  which  did  not  contain 
1  gr.  of  the  active  principle  per  oz.,  since  some  of  it  might 
have  passed  into  the  deposit,  but  there  was  no  excuse  in  the 
case  of  camphorated  oil.  He  knew,  as  a  fact,  that  it  was 
possible  and  easy  to  dissolve  camphor  either  with  or  without 
heat  in  olive  oil  in  the  proportion  directed  by  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  and  to  obtain  an  article  which  contains 
rigidly  21  per  cent,  of  camphor.  It  was  not  true  that  there 
was  loss  in  the  preparation,  and  it  was  not  true  that  camphor 
was  liable  to  volatilise  from  the  preparation  when  kept  under 
ordinary  conditions.  It  was  as  permanent  an  article  as  any 
pharmacists  had  to  deal  with. 

WAS  THAT  HONEST  AND  CREDITABLE 

on  the  part  of  a  gentleman  who  claims  privileges  owing  to 
his  education  and  training  in  that  particular  line  ?  It  was 
one  of  the  most  discreditable  points  in  their  social  system 
that  it  should  be  considered  honourable  for  a  lawyer,  when 
defending  a  client,  to  put  forward  excuses  which  he  knew  to 
be  false  ;  but  the  right  to  lie,  which  the  lawyers  claimed,  was 
a  privilege  which  pharmacists  would  do  well  to  disown. 

They  all  knew  that  a  book  produced  under  the  ridiculously 
inadequate  conditions  which  obtained  in  the  case  of  the 
Pharmacopoeia  must  be  far  from  perfect,  and  unfortunately 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia  was  far  worse  than  it  need  be. 
That  was  a  point  on  which  they  were  all  agreed,  and  so  it 
was  not  necessary  to  enlarge  on  it,  but  such  as  it  was  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  be  accepted  as  the  Bible  of  every 
pharmacist.  Disclaim  it  and  the  responsibility  attaching  to 
their  position  and  they  would  soon  find  themselves  in  the 
position  of  the  oilman  and  the  grocer.  Looking  at  the 
attempt  now  being  made  to  oust  the  Pharmacopoeia  from 
its  position  as  an  authority  he  would  suggest  that  the 
following  heraldic  device  be  emblazoned  on  any  future 
edition : — 


Design  by  Mb.  A.  H.  Allen,  Dbawn  by  a  C.  &  D.  Artist. 

"  A  closed  book,  cobwebbed,  having  on  it  a  shield  on 
which  are  quartered :  A  broken  mortar,  the  blue-paper 
half  of  a  seidlitz  powder,  a  bottle  labelled  '  Paregoric  without 
opium,'  and  a  patent-medicine  stamp.  The  supporters  might 
appropriately  be  :  On  the  one  side  the  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  and  on  the  other  the  President  of  the 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  motto  might 
be,  '  Save  us  from  our  Friends.'  The  coat  of  arms  should  be 
surmounted  by  a  crest,  which  might  be  a  fancy  portrait  of 
the  editor  as  a  bird  eyeing  with  distrust  the  egg  it  has  just 
hatched  ;  his  position,  perched  on  the  Pharmacopoeia,  being 
emblematic  of  the  fact  that  while  it  supports  him  he  does 
not  support  the  Pharmacopoeia." 

Complimentary  Dinners. 
At  a  social  meeting  held  in  connection  with  the  Thetford 
Liberal  Association  on  October  20,  Mr.  R.  Winfrey,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  who  contested  South-west  Norfolk  at  the 
General  Election,  was  heartily  congratulated  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  his  opponent's  majority,  and  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  silver  inkstand,  while  Mrs.  Winfrey  was  given  a 
case  of  silver  Apostle  teaspoons,  sugar-tongs,  and  sifter,  as  a 
mark  of  admiration  and  appreciation  of  her  inestimable 
worth. 

On  October  17  Sir  Thomas  and  Lady  Robinson  entertained 
the  employes  of  Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson  (Limited) 
to  dinner  at  the  Empire  Restaurant,  Dublin,  to  bid  farewell 
to  Mr.  W.  H.  Hopkins  prior  to  his  departure  for  South  Africa. 
It  was  also  made  the  occasion  of  presenting  him  with  an 
illuminated  address  and  a  writing-case.  Sir  Thomas  made 
the  presentation,  and  Mr.  Savage  read  the  address,  which 
spoke  of  the  esteem  in  which  the  firm  held  Mr.  Hopkins,  and 
also  of  the  long  period  of  service  which  he  had  rendered  to 
it.  Mr.  Hopkins  suitably  replied.  The  evening  concluded 
very  happily,  instrumental  and  vocal  music  enlivening  the 
proceedings. 

On  Monday  evening,  October  22,  Mr.  John  E.  Glass,  who 
has  been  appointed  by  the  Proprietors  of  this  journal  as 
North  American  representative  for  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  and  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia, 
was  entertained  to  dinner  at  the  Florence  by  his  colleagues 
at  42  Cannon  Street,  prior  to  his  departure  for  New  York. 
Mr.  Henry  Walker  presided,  Mr.  E.  Bush  being  in  the  vice- 
chair.  The  utmost  cordiality  marked  the  proceedings,  and 
the  heartiest  good  wishes  were  expressed  in  speech  and 
rhyme  for  Mr.  Glass's  success  in  the  Western  Hemisphere. 
Mr.  Glass  sailed  by  the  Teutonic  on  Wednesday.  His  tempo- 
rary address  will  be  58  Westervelt  Avenue,  Plainfield,  N.J. 

The  National  Union  of  Mineral-water  Manufacturers' 
Associations  gave  a  complimentary  dinner  and  made  a  pre- 
sentation to  Mr.  Richard  Johnson,  J.P.,  who  has  been 
President  for  ten  years.  The  function  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Cecil  on  October  24,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  P.  W.  J. 
Mackenzie,  Vice-President  of  the  Union,  when  a  company  of 
eighty  sat  down  to  dinner.  The  toast  of  "  The  Queen " 
having  been  musically  honoured,  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris  proposed 
"  The  Army,  Navy,  Colonial  and  Reserve  Forces.''  He  did 
not  know  why  he  was  called  upon  to  propose  the  toast, 
unless  it  was  that  forty  years  ago  he  was  a  Volunteer,  and 
had  two  sons  in  the  Reserve  forces.  Although  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Peace  and  Peace  and  Arbitration  Societies, 
he  did  not  think  it  inconsistent  to  insist  on  order  being 
restored  in  the  Transvaal  by  the  "  police  of  the  Empire."  The 
lessons  of  the  war  would,  he  hoped,  lead  to  a  better  system 
of  training  for  those  in  command.  Mr.  J.  West  replied. 
The  Chairman  next  presented  Mr.  Johnson  with  a  cheque 
for  300  guineas  and  an  album  containing  an  address  and 
the  portraits  of  the  directors  of  the  Union.  He  briefly  out- 
lined the  progress  of  the  Association,  whose  prosperity  was 
chiefly  due  to  their  President.  (Hear,  hear.)  In  1890  the 
Union  was  200Z.  in  debt,  but  in  1891,  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  Journal,  a  dividend  was  paid,  and  it  was  able  to 
make  grants  to  local  associations.  In  1893  they  procured  a 
modification  in  the  railway-rates  ;  in  1896,  sent  a  deputa- 
tion to  the  War  Office  to  protest  against  the  army  manufac- 
turing aerated  waters ;  in  1897  and  1898,  sent  deputations 
on  the  subject  of  the  Factory  Act,  Finance  Act,  and  special 
rules  for  factories  ;  and  in  1899  formed  a  mutual  insurance 
company.  The  Union  was  composed  of  twenty-four  associa- 
tions and  included  three  thousand  mineral-water  manu- 
facturers. Many  of  the  directors  then  spoke  in  praise  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  including  Mr.  W.  Adpar  Jones,  President  of  the 
London  Association,  "the  biggest  constituency  in  the  world." 

Mr.  Johnson  thanked  them  all,  and  said  there  was  still 
much  work  to  be  done  in  educating  the  mineral-water  trade 
to  the  necessity  of  charging  deposits  on  bottles. 


Soap-specialists  at  Play. 

On  Saturday  evening  last  Messrs.  Edward  Cook  &  Co. 
(Limited)  entertained  a  company  of  fully  three  hundred  of 
their  workmen  and  their  wives  in  the  spacious  hall  which 
was  the  cutting  and  packing  room  transformed  by  the  magic 
art  of  the  decorator.  Flowers,  flags,  and  bunting  made  the 
place  quite  gay,  and  the  well-spread  tables,  with  all  the 
happy  faces  around  them,  made  one  quite  forget  that  a  few 
hours  before  the  apartment  was  the  exit  for  tons  and  tons 
of  soap  to  be  despatched  to  the  firm's  customers  at  home 
and  abroad.  After  tea  there  was  a  capital  entertainment 
by  professionals,  which  was  varied  by  the  vocal  antics 
of  a  gramophone,  placed  on  the  platform  by  Mr.  T  Alex- 
ander Cook.  Mr.  William  Cook,  who  presided,  spoke  in 
the  interval  of  the  prosperity  of  the  company,  and  con- 
gratulated all  his  fellow-workers  on  that  success.  There 
were  other  speeches,  as  well  as  presents  of  pipes  and 
tobacco  for  the  men  and  handkerchiefs  and  sweets  for 
the  ladies,  which  were  given  by  the  new  directors  of 
the  firm. 


£be  pharmaceutical  H\nar\>. 


The  Almond  Bird. 

From  the  shape  of  this  bird  one  might  take  it  to  be  a 
canary,  and  the  frequency  of  its  resort  to  concerts,  con- 
ferences, and  similar  convivial  flockings  of  pharmaceutical 
birds  lends  colour  to  the  supposition.  Its  shape  is  really 
that  of  the  seed  kernel  of  Amygdalus  communis  (vide- 
C.  Sf  I).,  July  28, 1900,  page  161),  and  it  is  thus  distinguished 
from  inferior  birds  with  a  short  thick  body  like  the  seed  of 
Amygdalus  persica  and  other  spurious  species.  The  Almond 
bird  is  a  great  grinder  (of  drugs,  not  druggists),  as  it  is  one  of 
a  family  of  Stafford  origin  which  in  early  times  learnt  how 
to  put  pure  drugs  between  the  upper  and  nether  millstones 
and  get  pure  powders  from  the  mill,  which  looks  easy,  but 
used  not  to  be  so.  It  has  a  keen  sense  of  humour  and  smell,, 
and  is  always  exercising  the  latter  by  hovering  round 
essential-oil  stills. 
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Observations  ano  "Reflections. 

By  Xraysbr. 


The  Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  speaks 
with  a  sort  of  viceregal  authority,  and  there  are  also  other 
reasons  for  believing  that  Mr.  Allen  in  his  Sheffield  address 
expressed  the  official  view  in  regard  to  the  division  of  the 
Minor.  The  attitude  of  the  Council  towards  this  important 
question  is  obvious  enough.  We  approve  of  the  idea,  they 
say,  but  you  cannot,  shall  not,  have  it  established  unless  you 
will  take  our  compulsory-curriculum  scheme  along  with  it. 
You  want  turnips  !  Very  good  !  But  you  can  only  have  them 
if  you  order  boiled  mutton  as  well.  "  A  very  little  reflection," 
says  Mr.  Allen,  "  will  determine  that  the  institution  of  a 
curriculum  and  the  division  of  a  qualifying  examination  are 
part  and  parcel  of  the  same  scheme."  I  for  one  have 
reflected,  and  I  do  not  arrive  at  that  conclusion  at  all, 
especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  to  quote  Mr.  Allen  again, 
"  almost  every  candidate  who  is  successful  in  the  Minor 
examination  has,  in  the  process  of  preparation,  undergone 
some  form  of  curriculum."  But  that  will  not  do  for  the 
Council.  It  must  be  a  particular  form  of  curriculum,  one 
which  they  have  devised,  and  which  may  or  may  not  be 
the  one  most  suitable  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
candidates. 

»  *  *  * 

Earnest  Advocates  of  the  suggested  reform  who  will 
reflect  on  Mr.  Allen's  remarks  will  soon  see  that  on  his  basis 
there  is  no  chance  of  attaining  their  object  during  the 
present  generation  at  least.  The  curriculum  could  not  be 
enforced  without  an  Act  of  Parliament,  and  there  is  not,  nor 
is  there  likely  to  be,  anything  like  agreement  enough  even 
among  chemists  themselves  as  to  the  desirability  of  such  a 
scheme  as  to  make  it  practicable  to  even  apply  for  such  a 
restriction.  The  division  of  the  qualifying  examination 
could  almost  certainly  be  effected  by  a  mere  change  of  by- 
law. I  am  aware  that  the  curriculumites  tell  us  this  cannot 
be  done  ;  that  the  Privy  Council  have  already  refused  to 
sanction  such  a  change.  Let  us  have  the  exact  date  of  that 
refusal.  What  is  referred  to,  there  is  very  little  doubt,  is  the 
occasion  in  1886  when  the  Privy  Council  refused  to  pass  a 
by-law  which  would  "  impose  any  precedent  conditions  upon 
persons  who  tender  themselves  for  examination  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,"  because  they  believed 
that  such  conditions  were  contrary  to  Section  6  of  that  Act. 
That  objection  applied  to  the  curriculum  simply,  but  the 
Council  have  chosen  to  deduce  from  it  also  that  the  Privy 
Council  would  not  approve  of  a  division  of  the  examination, 
because  in  their  scheme  the  two  proposals  were  welded 
together. 

*         *         #  * 

Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  had  two  letters 
in  last  week's  C.  Sf  B.  which  may  be  usefully  placed  in 
apposition.  In  one  Mr.  Merson  writes  as  an  individual 
pharmacist  on  the  occasional  injustices  of  magisterial 
decisions  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  regard  to 
drugs  named  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  other  letter  is  one 
on  another  subject  signed  by  him  as  Hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations.  If  now 
the  Hon.  Secretary  would  consider  the  complaint  of  the 
individual  pharmacist,  he  might  see  his  way  to  do  a  service 
to  both  and  to  magistrates  at  the  same  time.  By  collecting 
a  set  of  opinions  from  local  Pharmaceutical  Associations, 
together  with  evidence  of  custom  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
doubtful  substances  for  which  there  are  reasons  why  the 
Pharmacopoeia  should  not  be  an  invariable  standard,  a  guide 
could  easily  be  compiled  which  would  often  be  of  signal 


value  to  defendants  in  answering  purely  technical  charges 
The  list  need  not  be  a  long  one.  No  one  doubts  that  medi- 
cines like  phosphate  of  sodium,  for  instance,  should  be  of 
strictly  B.P.  quality,  and  it  will  be  a  misfortune  for  chemists 
if  it  should  ever  be  decided  that  any  solution  of  camphor  in 
any  oily  medium  may  pass  for  camphorated  oil.  We  want 
standards  for  such  articles,  and  the  B.P.  is  surely  as 
good  as  any  other.  But,  as  was  pointed  out  in  an  editorial 
article  last  week,  there  are  reasDns  why,  in  certain  cases, 
something  other  than  the  exact  B.P.  substance  should  be 
supplied.  Magnesia  and  mercurial  ointment  were  in  that 
article  given  as  examples.  A  careful  summary  of  such 
reasons,  and  of  the  authorities  for  them,  should  be  included 
in  the  compilation,  which,  though  it  would  not  be  authori- 
tative, would  have  a  certain  influence  with  any  Court. 
Perhaps  this  long-felt  want  will  be  sufficiently  met  in  the 

forthcoming  Diary  treatise. 

*  *         *  * 

Mr.  Broadhead  would  be  a  more  effective  controversialist 
if  he  could  free  his  mind  from  the  conviction  that  every 
expression  of  opinion  opposed  to  his  own  is  "  scurrilous 
doggerel,"  "double-dealing,"  and  "  prevarication."  His  own 
integrity,  if  not  his  discretion,  is  manifested  by  his  eagerness 
to  sacrifice  his  own  property,  and  unfortunately  mine  also, 
on  the  altar  of  what  he  believes  to  be  consistency.  His 
report  of  what  the  M.P.  said  about  the  widows'  clause  is  not 
much  to  the  point.  Nobody  disputes  that  M.P.'s  often  say 
very  stupid  things.  But  the  anecdote  proves  how  undesirable 
it  is  that  men  biassed  as  Mr.  Broadhead  evidently  is  should 
be  let  loose  on  an  M.P.  and  lead  him  to  believe  that  he  was 
voicing  the  opinion  of  the  trade.  Of  course,  the  answer 
which  a  chemist  who  really  understood  the  issue  would  have 
made  to  the  M.P.'s  absurd  analogy  between  executors  and 
companies,  would  have  been  that  death  is  inevitable,  while 
registration  at  Somerset  House  is  not ;  that  the  object  of  the 
concession  in  the  one  case  is  to  preserve  a  property  legiti- 
mately acquired,  and  in  the  other  to  illegitimately  acquire  a 
new  property.  This  argument  would  be  clear  enough  to  a 
House  of  Commons'  Committee,  even  though  Mr.  Broadhead 
and  his  M.P.  may  not  have  grasped  it. 

*  *         *  * 

Fahrenheit's  Thermometer  has  always  been  a  puzzle. 
Nobody  can  tell  on  what  principle  he  constructed  his  scale. 
What  was  his  zero  ?  And  how  came  he  to  divide  the  degrees 
between  that  point  and  the  boiling-point  of  water  into  212  1 
Sir  S.  Wilks  has  a  little  article  on  the  subject  in  the  British 
Medical  Journal  based  on  statements  which  he  appears  to 
have  only  just  read  in  the  "Encyclopaedia  Britannica."  The 
"  E.  B."  writer  surmises  that  Fahrenheit,  who  was  probably 
the  first  scientist  to  adopt  mercury  as  a  heat-measuring 
medium,  got  his  ideas  of  the  scale  from  an  anonymous  Latin 
article  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1701  entitled 
"  Scala  Graduum  Caloris,"  which  Lord  Kelvin  believes  was 
written  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  This  assumption  is  not  new. 
I  find  it  in  many  works — for  instance,  in  the  "  Penny 
Cyclopaedia  "  published  in  1842.  Sir  Isaac,  who  used  linseed 
oil  as  his  measuring-medium,  started  his  scale  at  the  freezing- 
temperature  of  water,  and  rested  next  at  "  the  external  heat 
of  the  human  body,"  which  he  fixed  at  12.  Proceeding  in  the 
same  proportion  he  found  the  boiling-point  of  water  to  be 
34.  Fahrenheit,  it  is  guessed,  found  he  could  go  to  a  lower 
cold  than  the  freezing-point  of  water  by  mixing  ice  and  salt ; 
some  authorities  say  his  zero  was  the  result  of  actual 
observation  in  Iceland  in  1709.  From  this  zero  he  advanced 
to  Newton's  stage  of  the  heat  of  the  body,  but,  doubling 
Newton's  figures,  he  marked  that  point  24.  On  this  scale  he 
got  8  as  the  freezing-point,  and  53  as  the  boiling-point  of 
water,  but  afterwards  saw  reason  to  multiply  all  these  figures 
by  4.  The  body-temperature,  96,  was  not  quite  accurate,  but 
it  was  fairly  near.  There  is  no  solid  foundation  for  this 
theory,  but  it  is  an  interesting  and  not  an  unlikely  one,  as 
Fahrenheit  would  almost  certainly  have  read  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  and  probably  knew  who  was  the 
author  of  the  paper.  The  description  of  his  own  thermometer 
was  communicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  1720. 
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JEbitoual  Comments* 


The  B.P.  Again. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Allen's  speech  at  Sheffield  in  regard  to  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  and  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
is  opportune,  because  there  is  a  decided  tendency  just  now 
to  regard  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  as  not  binding  upon 
chemists  and  druggists  or  other  retailers  of  official  medicinal 
articles.  We  can  understand  how  the  needs  of  defence 
should  give  expression  to  such  opinion,  and  how  the  fact 
that  the  Legislature  has  not  thought  it  expedient  to  specific- 
ally name  in  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  the  Pharma- 
copoeia as  the  standard  for  drugs  leads  some  to  think  that 
it  is  no  standard  at  all  ;  but  another  fact  is  being  rapidly 
overlooked — viz.,  that  there  is  what  we  may  call  a  phar- 
macopoeial  law.  The  Medical  Act,  1862,  provides  that 
any  Act,  Order  in  Council,  or  custom  relating  to  any  former 
Pharmacopoeia  (i.e.,  P.L.,  P.E.,  and  P.D.),  shall  be  deemed 
after  the  publication  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  to  refer 
thereto.  Now  her  Majesty  in  Council,  on  February  3, 1851, 
made  an  Order  which  requires  that : — 

All  and  singular  apothecaries  and  others,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
compound  medicines,  or  distil  oils  or  waters,  or  make  any  other 
extracts  within  any  part  of  .  .  .  England  .  .  .  Wales,  or  Berwick- 
on- Tweed,  they  and  every  of  them,  immediately  after  the  Phar- 
macopoeia Collegii  Regalis  Medicorum  Londinensis  shall  be 
printed  and  published,  do  not  compound  or  make  any  medicine 
or  medicinal  receipt  or  prescription,  or  distil  any  oil  or  waters,  or 
make  any  extract,  that  are  or  shall  be  in  the  said  Pharmacopoeia 
.  .  .  mentioned  or  named  in  any  other  manner  or  form  than  is  or 
shall  be  directed,  prescribed,  or  set  down  by  the  said  book,  and 
according  to  the  weights  and  measures  that  are  or  shall  be  therein 
limited,  except  it  shall  be  by  the  special  direction  or  prescription 
of  some  learned  physician  in  that  behalf ;  and  her  Majesty  doth 
hereby  declare  that  the  offenders  to  the  contrary  shall  not  only 
incur  her  Majesty's  just  displeasure,  but  be  proceeded  against  for 
such  their  contempt  and  offences  to  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law. 
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This  Order  is  still  in  force.  Again,  in  the  Pharmacy  Act, 
1868,  Section  15,  we  read — 

Any  person  who  shall  .  .  .  compound  any  medicines  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  except  according  to  the  formularies  of  the 
said  Pharmacopoeia,  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  be  liable  to  pay 
a  penalty  or  sum  of  51.,  and  the  same  may  be  sued  for,  &c. 

This  also  is  still  in  force.  Clearly,  therefore,  it  is  obliga- 
tory upon  chemists  and  druggists  at  least  to  respect  the 
injunctions  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  regarding  com- 
pounded drugs.  Only  in  exceptional  cases,  such  as  mercurial 
ointment,  need  there  be  hesitation  as  to  what  the  public 
require.  The  High  Court  decision  in  White  v.  Bywater  in 
regard  to  tincture  of  opium  would  in  all  probability  be  ex- 
tended to  nearly  every  medicinal  compound  contained  in  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia  if  trade-evidence  were  called  as  to 
the  custom  of  the  trade  and  public  demand  in  such  matters. 
The  magnesia  cases  which  we  have  recently  reported  are 
good  instances  in  which  custom  and  demand  have  dis- 
proved the  inapplicability  of  the  B.P.,  and  the  Gregory's 
powder  cases  equally  show  how  ineffectual  is  the  argument 
of  the  B.P.  not  being  the  standard,  when  there  is  no  evidence 
of  trade-custom  to  support  the  argument.  Mr.  Baggallay's 
decision  at  the  West  Ham  Police  Court  in  January  of  this 
year  is  the  solitary  instance  in  which  a  Court  has  decisively 
said  that  the  B.P.  is  not  the  standard  for  Gregory's  powder. 
The  Watford  case  reported  in  our  issue  of  September  15  was 
on  the  border-line,  and  had  the  prosecution  been  a  little 
more  assiduous  they  could  have  shown  that  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia  formula  for  Gregory's  powder  is  exactly  the 
same  as  Dr.  Gregory's  prescription,  which  was  reproduced  in 
facsimile  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  November  6, 
1897,  page  732.  The  Chemists'  Defence  Association  has 
chosen  to  question  the  applicability  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia so  far  as  camphorated  oil  is  concerned,  but  in  that 
case  there  was  a  temptation  to  forensic  excursion  which  it 
was  difficult  to  resist.  It  will  doubtless  provide  an  interesting 
experience,  and  should  the  High  Court  decide  that  the  B.P. 
is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  standard  even  in  this  instance, 
that  will  be  a  magnificent  argument  for  making  the  present 
permissive  and  equitable  incidence  of  the  B.P.  a  rigid 
obligation  by  Act  of  Parliament. 


Urine=analysis. 

In  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  Bloomsbury  Square 
School  of  Pharmacy  a  year  ago,  the  late  Dr.  Leech,  of  Man- 
chester, outlined  the  educational  directions  in  which 
pharmacy  ought  to  move,  and  indicated  some  of  the  subjects 
in  which,  in  his  opinion,  the  pharmacist  of  the  future 
ought  to  be  proficient.  Prominent  among  these  was  urine- 
analysis.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  there  might  have 
been  with  regard  to  such  side-lines  as  the  analysis  of  food 
and  drugs,  which  Dr.  Leech  also  recommended,  we  may  take 
it  that  no  pharmacist  of  any  standing  to-day  will  refuse  to 
admit  the  importance  of  every  student  making  himself 
proficient  in  the  practical  work  of  urine-examination.  It 
may,  perhaps,  be  stale  matter  to  many  who  read  these  lines, 
but  none  the  less  it  is  desirable  to  repeat  to  them,  and 
doubtless  to  tell  many  others  for  the  first  time,  that  the 
ability  and  the  willingness  to  take  up  urine-analysis  is  a 
most  valuable  passport  to  the  respect  of  medical  men  and  to 
the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  it  hardly  requires  us  to 
point  out  the  corollary  that  these  mean  a  certain  increase  of 
the  best  class  of  business.  The  signs  of  the  times  appear  to 
us  to  be  pointing  more  and  more  in  the  direction  of  this 
class  of  work  being  done  by  pharmacists,  and  if  they  fail  to 
rise  to  the  opportunity,  and  do  not  lay  themselves  out  for  the 
work  in  earnest,  it  will  not  be  surprising  if  in  a  few  years  the 


examination  of  urine  becomes  the  practice  of  a  few  specialists 
in  the  great  cities.  What  leads  us  to  this  view  is  the  well- 
known  fact  that  the  medical  officers  of  insurance  companies 
are  beginning  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  extremely  perfunc- 
tory examinations  commonly  performed  by  medical  referees. 
Great  stress  is  now  being  laid  on  the  chemical  examination 
of  the  urine,  and  it  is  undoubted  that  the  average  medical 
man  is  incapable  of  making  such  a  return  as  the  companies 
will  certainly  in  a  few  years  demand.  We  by  no  means 
disparage  the  medical  referee  on  this  account,  for  whether 
he  be  old  or  young  he  has  not,  unless  in  very  exceptional 
circumstances,  been  in  the  position  of  thoroughly  mabtering 
the  intricacies  of  the  subject.  Its  importance  has  only  been 
fully  recognised  in  recent  years,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  busy  medical  practitioner  will  find  time  to  perfect 
himself  in  the  work  of  urine-testing,  especially  when  he  has 
other  more  convenient,  because  more  familiar,  methods  of 
diagnosis.  What  in  these  eventualities  may  happen,  there- 
fore, is  that  insurance  companies  will  require  a  sample  of 
urine  to  be  sent  with  the  medical  referee's  report,  and  this 
will  be  submitted  to  a  specialist  retained  by  them  for  the 
purpose.  We  hope,  however,  that  the  pharmacists  of  the 
country  will  see  to  it  that  this  does  not  come  to  pass. 
We  have  all  along  been  of  one  mind  with  Dr.  Leech  on  this 
subject,  and  have  in  the  past  done  not  a  little  to  induce 
pharmacists  to  turn  their  attention  to  it.  The  little  volume 
which  we  issued  some  time  ago  is  intended  to  act  the  part 
of  an  appetiser,  so  to  speak,  so  that  those  who  take  it  up 
may  find  sufficient  interest  in  it  to  impel  them  to  go  more 
deeply  into  the  subject.  Of  the  more  elaborate  treatises  and 
standard  works  on  the  subject,  none  has  occupied  a  better 
position  for  a  few  years  past  than  that  of  Dr.  Purdy,  of 
Chicago,  the  fifth  edition  of  which  is  now  before  us. 
"Practical  Uranalysis  and  Urinary  Diagnosis"  was  first 
published  in  1894-,  and  it  says  much  for  the  estimation  in 
which  the  book  is  held  by  the  profession  in  America  that  an 
edition  has  practically  been  demanded  every  year  since, 
That  the  work  should  have  been  so  popular  is  not  surprising, 
for  it  is  a  singularly  able  and  clearly-written  manual,  dealing 
with  the  subject  from  all  the  points  of  view  interesting  to 
the  medical  practitioner  and  the  student.  Dr.  Purdy  points 
out  that  students  have  been  compelled  to  study  various 
authorities  in  order  to  gain  a  complete  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  a  practice  that  led  to  confusion  as  well  as  the 
expenditure  of  time  and  energy.  In  order  to  avoid  this  it 
has  been  his  aim  to  furnish  in  one  moderate-sized  volume 
"  the  essential  features  of  our  knowledge  of  the  urine  and 
urinary  diagnosis,  thoroughly  up  to  date,  and  in  the  most 
systematic,  practical,  and  concise  form,  and  in  carrying  out 
this  object  an  effort  has  first  been  made  to  bring  out  pro- 
minently the  relations  of  the  chemistry  of  the  urine  to 
physiological  processes  and  pathological  facts."  Urinary 
diagnosis  forms  the  second  division  of  the  work,  and  an 
appendix  has  been  added  dealing  with  urinary  examinations 
in  life-insurance.  In  carrying  out  his  programme  Dr.  Purely 
has  produced  a  classic.  If  not  actually  the  best,  it  is 
certainly  in  the  front  rank  of  works  on  the  subject,  and  there 
is  no  one  volume  that  we  are  acquainted  with  which  we  can 
recommend  with  equal  confidence  to  anyone  desiring  a  full 
knowledge  of  urine-analysis.  The  present  edition  is  the 
result  of  careful  revision,  and  much  new  matter  has  been 
added,  including  a  new  chapter  on  the  use  of  the  microscope 
in  uranalysis.  By  far  the  most  important  addition,  however, 
is  the  extension  of  the  process  of  centrifugal  analysis.  It  is 
well  known  that  Dr.  Purdy  was  the  first  to  apply  the  pro- 
cess to  the  estimation  of  albumen  in  urine,  and  he  now 
announces  the  fulfilment  of  a  promise  made  in  the  first 
edition  to  extend  the  ra^ge  so  as  to  include  other  con- 


694 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


October  27,  1900 


ttituents  of  urine.  This  has  required  over  five  years'  labour 
for  its  perfection,  but  "  centrifugal  analysis  has  now  been 
elevated  to  a  scientific  process  justly  entitled  to  rank 
among  the  so-called  exact  methods  of  analysis." 

By  means  of  the  improved  methods  and  new  tables  now 
introduced  the  quantities  of  albumen,  chlorides,  phosphates, 
and  sulphates  can  be  simply  and  rapidly  determined,  both 
relatively  and  absolutely,  with  a  degree  of  accuracy  equal  to 
that  of  any  other  method.  Working  with  a  centrifuge  holdiDg 
at  least  three  tubes,  the  chlorides,  phosphates,  and  sulphates 
can  all  be  determined  at  one  operation  in  six  minutes, 
while  the  albumen  can  be  quantitatively  determined  in 
fifteen  minutes,  the  results  being  within  O'Ol  per  cent,  of  those 
obtained  by  careful  gravimetric  work.  The  various  processes 
for  the  detection  and  estimation  of  abnormal  constituents  in 
urine  are  very  fully  discussed.  For  the  estimation  of  sugar 
Dr.  Purdy  uses  a  modification  of  Pavy's  process.  Instead  of 
using  ordinary  Fehling's  solution  (sulphate  of  copper,  sodium 
hydroxide,  and  tartarated  soda)  and  ammonia,  as  directed  by 
Pavy,  Dr.  Purdy  replaces  the  tartarated  soda  by  glycerin, 
which  has  the  effect  of  preserving  the  stability  of  the  solution, 
however  long  it  may  be  kept — a  modification  of  great  value. 
We  do  not  observe  any  notice  of  Gerrard's  cyanide  method, 
but  we  presume  that  the  uncertainty  of  its  end-reaction  will 
have  been  considered  by  the  author  a  sufficient  disqualifica- 
tion of  the  process.  We  also  fail  to  observe  any  process  for 
the  separation  of  organic  bodies  that  interfere  with  the 
application  of  Fehling's  solution  for  qualitative  work.  Mr. 
A.  H.  Allen's  simple,  yet  very  excellent,  process  may  be 
recommended  to  Dr.  Purdy  for  inclusion  in  his  next  edition. 


Cui  bono? 

The  old  year  is  going  out  vigorous  in  the  pharmaceutical 
sense.    Although  we  are  still  on  the  threshold  of  the  Winter 
Session,  festivities  have  commenced  and  inaugural  addresses 
are  decidedly  up  to  the  standard  in  quality,  and  not  below 
the  average  in  quantity.    The  addresses  and  speeches  have, 
with  the  exception  of  some  pyrotechnics  at  Blackburn  and 
Bradford,  kept  clear  of  the  forthcoming  Pharmacy  Bill,  so 
that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  will  not  be  embarrassed  by  a 
multitude  of  suggestions  on  this  occasion.    Education  bulks 
largely  in  the  addresses,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  extra- 
official  utterances  on  that  subject  are  not  of  the  enthusiastic 
nature  which  we  have  been  wont  to  hear.    It  was  not  so  very 
long  ago  the  regulation  thing  to  vaunt  the  advantages  of  a 
professional  education  to  the  pharmacist,  and  people  got  to 
think  that  this  implied  that  higher  education  was  the  proper 
thing  for  all  who  desired  to  be  registered  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act.    The  pharmaceutical  history  of  the  last  half  of 
the  closing  century  is  practically  a  history  of  the  progress 
of  education  in  pharmacy ;  step  by  step  through  personal 
effort  in  the  first  instance,  then  voluntary  association,  and 
finally,  legislative  enactment.    Those  engaged  in  the  retail 
drug-trade  have  come  to  be  a  body  of  men  educated  and 
examined  in  those  branches  of  technical  skill  and  knowledge 
which  pertain  to  their  business.    Cui  bono?  has  frequently 
bsen  the  cry  in  respect  to  this  progress,  but  never  has  it  been 
so  pertinent  as  it  is  now,  when  a  reaction  appears  to  be 
imminent.    Although  the  dominant  note  with  many  phar- 
maceutical leaders  is  still  "  more    science    and  stiffer 
examination,"  some  who  have  lived  through  the  stiffening 
period,  and  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  process,  are 
beginning  to  be  doubtful  about  the  wisdom  of  their  achieve- 
ment.   At  the  same  time  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  so- 
called  professional  element  are  increasing  in  number,  and 
present  economic  conditions  in  the  drug-trade  are  quite 
opposed  to  further  increase  in  the  stringency  of  the  quali- 


fying examination  as  well  as  against  any  fresh  obstacles 
being  placed  in  the  way  of  entry  to  the  calling.    At  one 
time  it  was  maintained  that  the  salvation  of  the  drug-trade 
lay  in  the  direction  of  getting  one  druggist  to  grow  where 
two  then  existed,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  repressive 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  under  statutory  recog- 
nition with  this  object  would  have  a  beneficial  influence  in 
that  direction.    Experience  has  utterly  disproved  the  suppo- 
sition, for  the  one  thing  that  has  most  steadily  developed 
during  the  period  has  been  competition  by  persons  who  are 
registered  solely  at  Somerset  House.    This  fact  is  not  un- 
connected with  the  more  stringent  conditions  which  are 
imposed  upon  those  who  desire  to  be  registered  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act.    That  educational  and  technical  accomplish- 
ments of  the  highest  order  are  in  themselves  good  we  do  not 
deny — indeed,  they  are  absolutely  necessary  in  certain  parts 
of  the  drug- trade,  and  are  practically  essential  in  the  evolution 
of  the  best  of  the  species.    But  it  must  now  be  admitted  that 
the  higher  qualification  tendencies  have  not  bettered  the. 
position  of  chemists  and  druggists,  while  they  have  actually 
and  indirectly  helped  to  make  them  less  fit  to  meet  present- 
day  competition.    On  this  latter  point  it  is  right  that  we 
should  say  that  we  do  not  share  the  opinion  so  frequently 
expressed  that  it  is  the  education   itself   which  unfits 
men  for    business.     Education    never    has    done  that, 
but    so    far    as    pharmacy    is    concerned,    the  need 
which  young  men  feel  for  acquiring  the  knowledge  requisite 
for  the  examination  so  weighs  upon  the  majority  of  them 
that,  for  two  or  three  years  during  the  formation-period  of 
their  lives,  examination-studies  exclude  effective  consider- 
ation of  business-methods.    In  this  connection  we  commend 
consideration  of  Mr.  Silson's  address  at  Bradford  reported' 
last  week,  and  Mr.  Dewhirst's  on  p.  697.    There  are  opinions 
in  both  that  we  do  not  agree  with,  but  both  touch  the  most 
critical  pcint — viz.  the  undesirability  of  instituting  more 
educational  preliminaries  to  the  statutory  qualification. 


THE  PHARMACY  BILL. 

Although  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in 
his  speech  at  Sheffield  said  he  could  not  tell  what  was  in 
the  Pharmacy  Bill,  he  succeeded  in  letting  out  one  impor- 
tant fact — viz.,  that  the  Bill  will  make  provision  that  in 
every  establishment  where  poisons  are  sold  they  shall  be 
sold  by  qualified  men.  Of  course,  that  is  virtually  the  law 
at  present,  but  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  powers  for 
carrjingit  out  are  inadequate,  and  the  President's  references 
doubtless  refer  to  fresh  powers  which  are  to  be  sought  to  put 
each  open  shop  in  charge  of  a  qualified  person.  This  will 
be  a  big  advance. 

GENERAL  LIBEL. 

A  very  interesting  libel  case  was  before  the  Central 
Criminal  Court  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Peter  Anderson  Graham 
surrendered  to  his  bail  on  an  indictment  charging  him  with 
maliciously  publishing  a  false  and  defamatory  libel  of  and 
concerning  the  sanitary  inspectors  of  England.  The  alleged 
libel  appeared  in  a  book  called  "The  Revival  of  English 
Agriculture,"  in  which  the  defendant  had  made  charges 
against  sanitary  inspectors  as  a  class.  In  the  course  of 
this  book  Mr.  Graham  stated  that  these  gent'emen  exhibit 
laxity  and  corruption  in  the  discharge  of  their  public 
duties  ;  he  said  they  are  guilty  of  winking  at  milk  adultera- 
tions and  levying  blackmail  on  milk  vendors.  The  legal 
proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Associa- 
tion, and  their  Council  said  they  would  offer  no  evidence 
and  allow  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  to  be  returned,  as  they 
understood  Mr.  Graham  was  prepared  to  withdraw  his  impu- 
tations, express  regret  for  having  made  them,  and  would 
undertake  not  to  publish  them  again.     The  defendant's 


October  27,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


695 


counsel  agreed  to  this  course  ;  indeed,  he  could  hardly  have 
done  otherwise,  though  it  is  a  pity  that  the  case  was  not 
thrashed  out,  as  it  involves  the  very  interesting  problem  as 
to  whether  a  man  can  be  prosecuted  for  libelling  a  com- 
munity. It  has  generally  been  accepted,  for  instance,  that 
a  man  who  opens  a  drug-store  may,  without  any  fear  of  libel 
proceedings,  seek  patronage  on  the  ground  that  chemists,  as 
a  class,  are  robbers,  and  sell  stale  drugs.  If  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  Association  had  been  able  to  fight  their  case  to  a 
legal  decision,  we  suppose  the  Chemists'  Defence  Associa- 
tion, or  other  chemists'  association,  would  have  taken  up 
cudgels  against  one  or  more  of  those  enterprising  persons 
and  proprietors  of  medicines  who  are  not  too  scrupulous  in 
their  advertisements  about  how  they  refer  to  chemists 
generally.  Some  of  their  statements  would  undoubtedly,  if 
made  in  respect  to  an  individual,  be  actionable. 

RICH  MILK. 

The  Times  gives  a  digest  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  the 
various  milks  obtained  in  the  milking  trials  at  the  Dairy 
Show  held  in  London  recently,  and  it  is  worthy  of  record 
here  that  one  cow  yielded  a  milk  containing  6  7  per  cent,  of 
fat  and  9  8  per  cent,  of  other  solids.  This  was  a  Jersey  cow 
seven  years  old  which  gave  30£  lbs.  of  milk  per  day  ;  the 
milk  of  the  other  Jersey  cows  yielded  respectively  4- 4,  4  8 
and  4  9  per  cent,  of  fat.  Next  to  these  in  richness  were  the 
milks  of  the  Guernsey  cows  which  yielded  from  3'8  to  4'3 
per  cent,  of  fat.  The  best  cow  was  a  shorthorn  which  gave 
70-2  lbs.  of  milk  per  day  containing  3'5  per  cent,  of  fat,  and 
8-9  per  cent,  of  other  solids.  This  was  the  highest  yield  of 
milk  and  the  constituents  were  a  good  average.  One 
Ayrshire  cow  giving  38'3  lbs.  of  milk  per  day  showed  5'1 
per  cent,  of  fat,  and  9  7  per  cent,  of  other  solids.  In  contrast 
with  these  figures  we  may  state  that  the  best  goat  on  show 
gave  54  lbs.  of  milk  per  day,  containing  7-7  per  cent,  of  fat 
and  9-4  per  cent,  of  other  solids. 

DRUG-LICENCES. 

Mr.  Silson,  in  his  address  at  Bradford  last  week,  suggested 
that  there  should  be  a  special  licence  to  sell  compounded 
drugs  and  stamped  medicines,  chiefly  with  the  view  of  dis- 
tributing such  articles  in  country  and  sparsely-populated 
districts  where  chemists  find  it  impossible  to  make  a  liveli- 
hood. He  gave  a  sliding-scale  of  licence-fees  ranging  from 
10s.  to  1CM.,  and  considered  that  this  would  keep  to  some 
extent  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  retail  chemists.  Well,  the 
suggestion  may  appeal  to  a  Government  in  want  of  money, 
but  why  should  chemists  voluntarily  ask  the  Government  to 
tax  them  a  little  further  ?  Mr.  Silson  had  chiefly  in  view 
the  licensing  of  grocers,  oilmen,  and  country  storekeepers, 
who  at  present  sell  such  things  as  seidlitz-powders,  Gregory's 
powder,  magnesia,  and  household  remedies  generally  ;  so 
the  question  has  to  be  considered,  How  far  the  existence  of 
such  a  licence  as  this  would  assist  in  promoting  the  idea 
that  a  drug- seller's  licence  is  the  proper  thing  for  these 
retailers  to  obtain  when  they  start  in  business  ?  We  all 
know  what  has  happened  with  the  patent-medicine  licence. 
Since  the  annual  licence-fee  was  diminished  the  number  of 
licences  has  increased  to  an  enormous  extent,  and  it  seems 
indubitable  that  any  licence,  obtainable  on  payment  of  a  fee 
and  without  other  evidence  of  qualification  than  that  of 
social  respectability,  would  depreciate  the  value  of  the 
qualification  provided  by  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

FROZEN  SPOOKS. 

In  the  "London  Day  by  Day  "  column  of  the  Dally  Tele- 
graph  an  interview  with  Professor  Dewar,  concerning  the 
solidification  of  spooks  who  happen  to  be  in  the  atmosphere 
when  he  is  freezing  it,  is  thus  humorously  treated  :— 

"With  respect  to  the  protest  by  a  spiritualist  against  the  mal- 
treatment of  spooks,  whose  existence  in  our  atmosphere  is 


rendered  unbearable  by  the  experiments  of  scientific  men  to 
solidify  air,  Professor  Dewar,  of  the  Royal  Institution,  has  been 
interviewed  on  the  subject.  He  said  :  If  what  spiritnalistn  say  be 
true,  spooks  would  be  included  in  the  air  which  he  and  otln.  rs 
liquefied.  Their  possible  presence,  however,  he  added  with  a 
grim  smile,  had  never  troubled  him.  The  temperature  at  which 
air  solidifies  is  very  much  below  freezing-point,  and  when  it  falN 
down  like  a  lump  of  ice,  whatever  spirits  there  are  in  it  would 
have  very  little  chance  indeed  of  escaping.  Such  are  the  view;!  of 
Professor  Dewar,  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  they  offer  very 
little  prospective  consolation  for  the  spooks.  Another  spiritualist 
has  written  us  emphasising  the  statement  concerning  the  dangers 
which  the  "  shades  "  run  in  traversing  the  atmosphere  to  attend 
"  circles,"  and  reiterates  the  allegation  that  the  latter  are  often 
deprived  of  their  most  intelligent  spirits  in  consequence. 

It  will  probably  bs  necessary,  if  the  learned  professor  brings 
his  scientific  researches  up  to  a  commercial  realisation,  to 
provide  a  close  time  for  spooks — say,  during  the  Long 
Vacation. 

OIL   OF  BERGAMOT. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Reggio  Calabria,  in  Italy, 
have  recently  issued  a  circular  in  regard  to  oil  of  bergamot, 
in  which  they  say  it  is  evident  that  German  researches  in 
regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  oil  and  its  odsrous  principle 
are  only  a  commercial  expedient  of  a  certain  firm  of  dis- 
tillers.   The  circular  goes  on  to  say  :  — 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  science  certainly  finds  the  elements 
of  every  natural  product,  but  experience  has  sufficiently  proved 
that  chemical  synthesis  cannot  yet  pretend  to  collect  all  these 
subtle  ethers  which  escape  during  the  most  careful  analysis,  and 
which,  notwithstanding,  form  the  delicate  character  ci  the 
vegetable  essence.  If  the  ordinary  industry  can  strictly  confine 
itself  to  use  these  artificial  oils  for  coarse  perfumeries,  one  can  be 
certain  that  the  houses  of  the  first,  order  which  offer  their 
customers  choice  and  perfect  preparations  can  but  prefer  those 
which  are  simply  furnished  by  the  crude.  But  as  the  house  in 
question,  through  advertisements,  has  been  able  to  find  many 
agents  even  amongst  us,  it  is  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  discourage 
these  attempts  to  standardise  the  natural  product  under  the 
pretext  of  adding  to  it  the  amount  of  linalol  which  it  lacks. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a  similar  "  fake  "  to  that  which  has 
obtained  with  oil  of  lemon  is  being  pursued  with  oil  of 
bergamot,  and  buyers  should  be  on  their  guard.  The  circular 
is  signed  by  Mr.  Spinelli,  President  of  the  Chamber,  and 
a  member  of  the  firm  Fratelli  Spinelli  fu  Bruno,  in  Reggie. 


"  Ibofmann  fmus." 

Its  Inauguration  Describsd  by  our  Special 
Correspondent. 


IN  the  year  1888  the  chemists  of  the  world  paid  homage  to 
the  facile  prineepsingenii  et  doctrhuc  of  their  science  and 
time  on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the  70. h  birth- 
day of  Professor  A.  W.  von  Hofmann,  iu  Berlin.  Four  yeais 
later,  on  May  2,  1892,  the  unlooked  for  death  of  the  great, 
scholar,  teacher,  and  investigator  startled  the  scientists  of 
all  countries,  and  was  received  with  universal  regret. 

After  the  completion  of  his  studies  with  Liebig  in  Giesscn, 
H  fmann  commenced  teaching  at  the  University  of  Bonn, 
in  1845,  but  accepted  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  a  call 
as  professor  of  chemistry  at  the  Royal  College  of  Chemistry 
in  London,  instituted  and  patronised  by  the  late  Prince 
Albert.  After  a  most  successful  and  glorious  career  in 
London,  replete  wiih  duties  and  work,  with  accomplishments 
and  honours,  Professor  Hofmann  accepted,  in  1863,  a  call 
to  the  chair  of  chemistry  at  the  University  of  Bonn  ;  but 
upon  the  death  of  Professor  Eilhard  Mitscherlich,  in  August, 
1853.  he  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  chair  at  the  University 
of  Berlin,  which  he  filled  with  eminent  success. 

In  London  Professor'JJofrnann  soon  reached  the  front  rank 
among  his  professional  contemporaries,  and  his  name  is  one 
of  the  most  honoured  in  English  chemical  annals.  In  Berlin, 
jointly  with  a  number  of  eminent  professors  of  chemistry 
and  manufacturing  chemists,  he  founded,  in  1867,  the 
German  Chemical  Society,  and  mainly  through  his  great 
influence  upon  the  minds  and  methods  of  the  rising  genera- 
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tion  of  modern  chemists  the  wonderful  progress  of  chemical 
knowledge  and  application  has  been  fostered  and  consoli- 
dated by  his  genius  and  guiding  hand,  culminating  in  the 
prevailing  supremacy  of  the  pre-eminently  successful  German 
chemical  industry. 

In  due  appreciation  of  Hofmann's  accomplishments  and 
work  the  German  Chemical  Society  and  the  Society  of 
German  Chemical  Industry  and  cognate  associations  soon 
after  his  death  joined  in  raising  funds  for  the  establishment 
of  a  suitable  and  permanently  useful  memorial.  They 
chose  as  such  the  erection  of  a  monumental  house  which 
for  all  time  to  come  shall  serve  as  a  home  of  the  German 
Chemical  Society,  containing  editorial-office  and  meeting- 
rooms,  a  library  and  reading-hall,  and  a  large  lecture-hall. 
After  securing  a  suitable  site  in  the  German  metropolis,  a 
substantial  and  spacious  building  containing  basemsnt  and 
three  stories,  has  been  erected  in  Sigismund  Street,  near  the 
Potsdam  Bridge,  presenting  a  fine  front  in  Renaissance  style, 
bearing  the  simple  inscription,  "  Hofmann  Haus."  The  first 
floor  contains  some  office  and  storage  rooms  and  a  chemical- 
research  laboratory  with  the  most  modern  improvements 
and  apparatus.  The  lofty  vestibule  presents  an  imposing 
marble  statue  of  Professor  A.  W.  von  Hofmann.  The  second 
floor  contains  the  library  and  reading-halls,  meeting  and 
office  rooms,  and  a  large  lecture-hall  seating  about  200 
persons,  and  two  side  galleries.  The  third  and  fourth  floors 
are  used  as  offices  for  the  Associations  of  German  Chemical 
Industry. 

The  formal  inauguration  of  the  building  took  place 
Saturday,  October  20,  at  noon,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  and 
distinguished  assembly,  including  the  Imperial  Minister  of 
Education  and  Medical  Affairs,  Dr.  Stadt,  and  many  other 
high  State  officials,  the  representatives  of  the  municipality 
of  Berlin,  of  the  University,  the  Technical  High  School,  and 
other  educational  institutions  of  the  German  capital,  as  well 
as  many  of  the  foremost  representatives  of  German 
universities  and  chemical  industry. 

The  proceedings  consisted  in  reading  an  historical  record 
of  the  origin,  the  erection,  and  the  appointments  of  the 
memorial  building  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Society  of  German  Chemical  Industry,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Holtz,  of  Berlin,  who  at  the  conclusion  of  this  recital  pre- 
sented the  Institute  to  the  President  of  the  German  Chemical 
Society. 

Dr.  Stadt,  Prussian  Minister  of  Education,  expressed,  in 
an  eloquent  and  felicitous  speech,  the  congratulations  of  the 
Imperial  Government  on  the  completion  of  this  most  appro- 
priate memorial  to  the  great  chemist,  and  concluded  an 
excellent  address  with  the  hope  and  trust  that  the  institu- 
tion may  serve  its  useful  purpose  for  all  time  to  come,  as 
well  as  for  maintaining  the  high  standard  and  aims  of 
German  science  and  industry. 

The  President  of  the  German  Chemical  Society,  Professor 
F.  Volhard,  of  the  University  of  Halle,  read  an  elaborate 
sketch  of  the  life,  labours,  and  accomplishments  of  Von 
Hofmann,  especially  his  prolific  influence  upon  the  develop- 
ment of  modern  chemistry. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings  the  company  in- 
spected all  parts  of  the  spacious,  elegantly-decorated  build- 
ing. The  galleries  of  the  lecture-hall  were  filled  by  quite 
an  array  of  ladies,  including  Mrs.  von  Hofmann  and  her 
daughters.  In  the  evening  a  banquet  was  given  by  the 
Chemical  Society. 


flfeore  about  pilocarpine. 


PILOCARPINE  is  still  attracting  plenty  of  attention,  both 
here  and  on  the  Continent,  and  Dr.  Jowett  is  apparently 
not  to  have  the  field  to  himself  .  The  latest  communication 
on  the  subject  is  from  Pinner  and  Kohlhammer,*  who  publish 
a  long  paper  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Berichte  (1900, 
2,357),  in  which  they  deal  chiefly  with  the  oxidation-pro- 
ducts of  the  alkaloid.    They  have  already  shown  that  pilo- 


*  Knowing  that  Dr.  H.  A.  D.  Jowett  has  communicated  to  the 
Berichte  a  reply  to  these  authors,  we  have  submitted  a  proof 
of  this  abstract  to  him,  and  the  appended  notes  are  his.— Editor. 


carpine  yields,  on  oxidation  with  bromine,  an  acid  of  the 
formula  0IVHI5BrN204,  which  they  named  bromocarpinic 
acid.  They  now  *  state  that  on  oxidation  with  potassium 
permanganate  the  alkaloid  yields  an  acid  of  the  formula 
CjU^O,.,  which  yields  salts  that  give  up  water  on  heating, 
the  acid  altering  to  C8H1205  without  loss  of  basicity.  Oxida- 
tion with  hydrogen  peroxide  yields  the  same  acid,  whilst 
when  chromic  acid  is  used  an  entirely  different  acid  is 
obtained,  of  the  formula  C,,H16N205.  The  oxidation-products 
may  therefore  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 

(1)  The  acid  CdHltO,;,  which  is  provisionally  called  piluvinic 
acid,  and  which  is  formed  according  to  the  equation 

Ci0HlaN.2O2  +  3H,0  +  50  =  NH5  +  CH3.NH,  +  2C02  +  0BH1406. 

(2)  The  acid  OxiH^NjOs,  which  is  termed  pilocarpoic  acid, 
resulting  when  the  alkaloid  is  oxidised  by  chromic  acid.  This  is 
formed  according  to  the  equation 

CnH16N202  +  30  =  CnHlcN20:>. 

(3)  Bromocarpinic  acid,  C10H1;,NoBr0.j)  which  has  already  been 
described. 

By  heating  the  last-named  acid  with  barium-hydrate 
solution,  a  trace  of  an  acid  with  a  powerful  odour  of  butyric 
acid  was  obtained ;  but  the  authors  are  unable  to  say 
whether  this  acid  is  butyric  or  isobutyric  acid,  on  account 
of  the  small  quantity  they  obtained.  Here,  for  the  first 
time,  they  refer  to  Jowett's  work.  He  stated  that  isobutyric 
acid  results  from  the  potash-fusion  of  the  base  ;  but  they 
say  that  he  gives  no  details  which  enable  one  to  judge 
whether  it  really  was  butyric  or  isobutyric  acid.  Whilst 
this  appears  to  be  true  of  Jowett's  first  paper,  the  details 
were  given  in  the  paper  published  in  the  July  issue  of  the 
Chemical  Society's  Journal ;  and  Pinner's  paper  appears  to 
have  been  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  German  Chemical 
Society  held  in  Berlin  on  July  23.  f  The  point  of  chief 
importance  in  the  paper  is  the  question  of  the  formula 
of  the  acid  yielded  by  the  oxidation  by  perman- 
ganate. They  point  out  that  Jowett  describes  his 
product  as  having  the  formula  C,H10O4,  which  he  ob- 
tained as  an  ethyl  ester,  whilst  they  find  their  acid  to  have 
the  formula  CsH,,05.  They  have  analysed  the  potassium 
salt,  the  silver  salt,  and  the  ester,  and  find  results  which  con- 
firm their  own  formula.  J  At  the  same  time  they  suggest  that 
Jowett's  acid  is  possibly  the  same  acid,  the  combustion- 
figures  of  the  di-ethyl  ester  of  the  acid  CRHI205,  being  only 
slightly  different  from  those  of  the  mono-ethyl  ester  of  the 
acid,  C7H10O4.  The  former  contains  58-1  per  cent,  of  carbon 
and  7'5  per  cent,  of  hydrogen,  whilst  the  latter  contains  59'0 
per  cent,  of  carbon  and  8'2  per  cent,  of  hydrogen.  The 
boiling-point  of  Jowett's  ester  is  given  as  299°,  whilst  that  of 
Pinner  boils  at  293°  (at  755mm.).  The  combustions  give 
carbon  and  hydrogen  figures  which  justify  each  formula, 
but  the  differences  are  such  as  can  easily  be  explained 
by  impurity  in  the  material.  Moreover,  Jowett  used 
isopilocarpine  in  his  experiments,  as  the  more  stable 
of  the  isomers,  and  oxidised  it  at  80°,  and  used  a 
solution  of  permanganate  of  about  3-5  per  cent,  strength ; 
whilst  Pinner  appears  to  have  worked  in  the  cold  with  a  |-per- 
cent.  solution  of  permanganate.  Further,  Jowett,  using  the 
equivalent  of  7  atoms  of  oxygen  to  the  molecule  of  alkaloid, 
obtained  a  colourless  solution,  showing  that  all  the  oxygen 
had  been  used,  whilst  PiDner  used  only  the  equivalent  of  5 
atoms  of  hydrogen,  obtaining  in  the  same  way  a  colourless 
solution.  The  resulting  products  would  therefore  not  be  ex- 
pected to  be  alike.  He  suggests  that  the  original  acid, 
C8HuOc,  contains,  in  addition  to  its  two  -COOH  groups,  two 
—  OH  groups,  on  account  of  the  ease  with  which  it  gives  up 
water,  passing  into  the  acid  CsH,205. 


*  I  had,  in  the  April  issue  of  the  J.C.S.,  stated  that  I  was  en- 
gaged in  investigating  this  reaction,  having  proved  NH5  and 
NHjCHj,  and  got  out  an  oil  having  the  properties  of  a  lactone  ; 
P.  &  K.  took  it  up  again  after  my  statement. 

f  In  their  first  paper  they  do  not  refer  to  my  full  paper,  though 
it  was  published  on  April  1 ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  second  paper 
they  had  at  least  three  weeks  to  look  over  my  work  before  they 
went  to  press,  as  the  J.C.S.  could  be  in  Berlin  ou  July  2  or  3. 

X  This  is  fully  explained  by  the  fact  that  my  analyses  are  of 
carefully  purified  material,  and  they  agree  very  well,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered they  were  of  different  specimens.  P,  &  K.'s  are  of  amor- 
phous impure  material. 
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Mtnter  Session. 


Notices  of  meetings  to  be  held  are  inserted  under  "  Coming 
Events."  If  meetings  are  not  attended  by  reporters,  secre- 
taries of  associations  would  oblige  by  communicating  with 
the  Editor. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  73  Newman 
Street,  W.,  on  October  18 ;  about  twenty  members  being 
present.  The  newly  elected  President,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dewhirst, 
was  in  the  chair,  and  his  first  presidential  act  was  to  hand 
over  to  Mr.  H.  Hymans  a  medal,  book,  and  a  cheque  for  51., 
which  constituted  the  prize  for  the  best  paper  read  before 
the  Association  during  the  past  session.  Mr.  Hymans's  paper, 
it  will  be  remembered,  was  on  "  Sulphate  of  Soda,"  and  for 
that  the  medal  was  awarded  him  by  the  Association  ;  the 
book  and  cheque  being  added  by  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome 
&  Co.  Mr.  Hymans  thanked  the  President  and  the  Council  in 
a  modest  speech  and  hoped  his  success  would  act  as  a  stimulus 
to  other  members. 

Inaugural  Address. 

The  President  then  proceeded  to  deliver  his  inaugural 
address  and  after  descanting  upon  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  being  a  member  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion he  went  on  to  say  that  it  is  curious  that  only 
about  10  per  cent,  of  their  members  attend  the  ordinary 
meetings,  and  still  more  curious  that  it  is  always  the  same 
10  per  cent,  week  after  week.  This  he  pointed  out  is  by 
no  means  exceptional,  as  it  was  the  same  with  all  associations 
with  which  he  had  ever  been  connected.  With  some  trouble 
subscriptions  are  obtained,  with  more  trouble  attendance 
is  secured,  and  with  most  trouble  is  a  paper  elicited 
from  the  members.  The  Secretary's  announcement  stated 
that  forty  members  were  asked  to  give  papers,  and  the  net 
result  had  been  that  only  one  paper  was  obtained.  Now 
what,  he  asked,  is  the  position  of  that  forty  1  He  did  not 
expect  to  see  more  than  four  of  them — and  it  would  be  the 
same  four  each  time — at  the  meetings  during  the  session. 
The  rest  would  probably  turn  up  at  the  reunion,  and  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  if  they  had  a  reunion  every 
week  a  larger  majority  of  members  would  attend.  The 
difficulties  of  transit  from  one  part  of  London  to  another 
(often  put  forward  as  an  excuse)  would  then  be  overcome 
and  the  Association  would  flourish  with  that  superabundance 
of  vitality  shown  by  a  plant  receiving  too  much  nitrogenous 
food,  possibly  in  the  form  of  nicotine,  and  running  all  to 
leaf.  An  addition  of  potassium  sulphate  and  sodium 
phosphate  would  be  supplied  in  the  latter  case  to  direct  its 
energies  to  the  higher  functions  of  life,  and  when  an 
equivalent  was  supplied  in  the  form  of  scientific  papers,  &c, 
the  spurious  vitality  was  immediately  lost.  The  plant  had 
grown  from  a  very  green  sappy  thing  to  a  small,  but  healthy 
and  sturdy  growth  consisting  mostly  of  men  who  are  on  their 
Council.  The  forty  men,  on  other  occasions  than  reunions, 
evidently  vegetated  in  their  spare  time ;  they  might  be 
engaged  on  researches  concerning  the  nature  of  fluid  and 
gaseous  bodies  in  their  suburban;retreats,,but  the  Association 
never  had  their  results  brought  before  them  as  they  would 
like.  He  denied  the  assertion  sometimes  put  forward  that 
the  Association  was  under  the  denomination  of 

AN  UNDESIRABLE  CLIQUE 

of  a  few  select  City  and  West-end  assistants,  as  well  as  the 
further  complaint  that  the  meetings  were  dull.  The  only 
feasible  argument  which  he  would  accept  was  the  one  which 
is  often  put  forward  (and  he  thought  with  much  truth) 
that  assistants  have  not  sufficient  spare  time.  For  a  profes- 
sional man  whose  duty  consists  not  in  weighing  out  flour 
or  potatoes  by  the  stone,  a  pharmacist's  duties  are  decidedly 
too  long.  He  knows  that  he  must  not  waste  his  energy  or 
his  time  following  out  experiments  or  any  little  idea  that  may 
have  occurred  to  him  of  a  pharmaceutical  nature.  It  will 
not  pay,  and  he  has  but  little  time  after  business  to  do  it  if 
he  devotes  sufficient  time  to  outdoor  recreation  to  ensure 
good  health.  His  operations  during  business  hours  are  not 
conducted  among  laboratory  apparatus,  so  that  practical 
researches  cannot  be  performed  in  spare  moments. :  Pro- 


fessor Ramsay,  in  his  excellent  address  to  the  School  of 
Pharmacy,  suggested  that  chemists  should  devote  an  hour 
or  two  every  day  to  research,  the  published  results  of  which 
would  raise  their  professional  status.  The  ordinary  phar- 
macist would  be  willing  to  do  that,  he  thought,  if  he  could 
see  that  this  raising  of  his  status  would  bring  him  sooner  or 
later  an  increased  income.  But  the  chemist  thinks,  and  he 
(the  speaker)  believed  rightly,  that  his  time  is  better 
devoted  to  more  purely  business  matters.  He  realises  that 
his  is  a  trade  rather  than  a  profession,  and  that  it  is 
becoming  more  and  more  a  trade  as  time  went  on  ;  and  those 
chemists  who  realise  this  most  clearly  are  the  most  success- 
ful. They  accept  the  position,  attach  themselves  to  it,  ami 
turn  their  energies  in  the  right  direction  with  the  best 
results.  The  average  chemist  does  little  or  no  dispensing  or 
galenical  manufacturing,  as  the  unfortunate  youth  whom  he 
undertakes  to  teach  his  business  very  soon  finds  out.  That 
unfortunate  person— and  he  thought  he  was  justified  in 
calling  him  unfortunate,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
75  per  cent,  of  him  is  ploughed  in  the  Minor — had  been 
accustomed  to  the  idea  during  the  whole  three  years  of  his 
apprenticeship  that  the  chemist  is  a  tradesman  only.  He 
occasionally  thought  of  the  forthcoming  examination, 
shuddered,  and  turned  his  mind  to  other  things.  The  exa- 
mination, the  training  and  study  for  it,  had  no  place  in  his 
life,  and  he  naturally  regretted  it  as  an  awful  unnecessary 
nuisance  to  be  avoided  as  long  as  possible.  The  examination 
over  he  returns  to  the  trade  of  chemist  and  druggist  and  his 
knowledge  gradually  slips  away  from  him  through  disuse, 
and  yet 

MUCH  TALK  IS  HEARD 

of  higher  education  for  pharmacists,  such  as  degree?',  doctor- 
ates, &c.  "Education,"  in  the  speaker's  opinion,  is  a 
hobby-horse  which  is  on  the  verge  of  being  ridden  too 
hard.  Education  for  education's  sake  can  only  be  indulged 
in  by  people  of  means  ;  the  ordinary  man  must  be  careful 
that  he  does  not  force  it  beyond  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  and 
the  picture  of  Dr.  Squills  engaged  in  the  operation  of  selling 
puffs  and  sachets  at  cut  prices  is  ludicrous.  The  point  he 
wished  particularly  to  emphasise  was  that  while  pharmacists 
are  using  less  and  less  knowledge  in  their  business  they 
are  required  to  get  more  and  more.  "  Pharmacists 
must  not,"  said  Mr.  Dewhirst,  "  be  made  too  big  for  their 
boots.  As  it  is,  those  who  have  a  talent  for  the  higher 
branches  of  pharmaceutical  science  usually  come  out  at  the 
top  and  leave  it  if  they  see  a  clear  way  before  them."  That 
is  not  really  the  fault  of  pharmacy  itself,  he  contended. 
If  it  were  the  custom,  and  if  it  were  economically  possible 
for  retail  men  to  make  and  standardise  their  preparations, 
there  would  be  a  sufficiently  wide  and  interesting  field  for 
the  life-labour  of  any  true  pharmacist.  After  picturing  the 
ideal  pharmacy  with  laboratory  attached,  in  which  prepara- 
tions of  standard  strength  are  made  and  investigations  of 
crude  drugs  undertaken,  Mr.  Dewhirst  said  it  is  a  pity  that 
in  these  days  most  drugs  are  taken  as  they  come,  made 
into  tinctures,  extracts,  &c,  and  administered  to  patients 
without  ascertaining  whether  in  any  particular  batch  there  is 
an  active  principle  or  not.  And  how  it  saddens  one  to  have 
an  order  for  a  solid  extract  of  a  drug  whose  sole  activity 
rests  in  a  volatile  constituent  which  is  inevitably  lost  in 
the  manufacture.  At  one  time  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
German  method  of  pharmacy-restriction  was  one  which  it 
would  be  well  to  adopt,  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
young  apotheker  often  has  to  wait  many  years  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  buy  or  open  a  shop,  it  would  be  seen  that  he  is 
tied  down  in  a  way  that  Englishmen  with  their  ideas  of  free 
trade  and  competition  would  not  endure.  He  commended 
the  courses  of  commercial  training  in  connection  whh  phar- 
macy colleges  which  are  being  instituted  in  America,  and 
said  that  if  it  were  possible  to  turn  out  men  at  once  scientific 
and  businesslike  they  would  do  well,  but  he  would  not  be 
surprised  to  find  the  commercial  training  in  time  overwhelm- 
ing the  scientific.    The  speaker  proceeded  :— 

The  scientist  and,  I  think,  chemists  will  have  a  full  claim  to 
this  title  if  their  "  education  "  is  pushed  much  further,  is  essen- 
tially not  a  business  man.  He  is  accustomed  to  slow  and 
laborious  problematical  thought.  The  business-man  does  not 
think  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
has  a  retentive  memory  or  events  and  the  details  of  his  concern. 
He  is  bright  alert,  and  quick  to  take  up  trivial  ideas  arid  work 
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them  out  to  the  best  monetary  advantage.  Were  lie  a  scientist, 
those  bright  ideas  would  not  occur  to  him,  or  if  they  did  he  would 
not  consider  them  of  any  importance,  and  he  would  probably  be 
annoyed  that  they  should  disturb  the  current  of  his  deeper 
thoughts.  The  two  men  were  essentially  incompatible,  yet  they 
were  told  by  some  that  the  cure  of  all  our  ills  was  education.  It 
can  only  be  so  if  we  throw  over  entirely  the  commercial  side  of 
our  vocation,  and  we  had  better  not  do  that  for  it  will  probably 
remain  the  most  profitable  of  the  two.  A  doctorate  in  pharmacy 
is  thirsted  for  by  many.  For  what  reason  ?  The  public  would 
be  confused  by  a  doctor  of  pharmacy  in  an  ordinary  chemist's 
shop,  they  ,  would  be  inclined  to  give  him  credit  for  more  know- 
ledge than  would  be  his,  and  besides  the  law  would  not  allow  it. 
The  title  might  be  conferred  upon  a  few  eminent  men  who  had 
done  much  to  advance  the  practice  of  pharmacy,  but  in  the  place 
of  the  title  "  pharmaceutical  chemist,"  or  in  any  way  obtainable 
by  examination  only,  it  would  be  objectionable.  The  conclusion 
we  oome  to  then  is  that  pharmacy  is  a  trade,  that  for  the  present 
the  amount  of  scientific  knowledge  required  of  the  pharmacist  by 
examination  is  ample,  and  should  not  be  increased  by  a  blind 
hankering  after  education. 

The  pharmacist  should  not  endeavour  to  poach  on  the 
rightful  sphere  of  the  doctor,  dentist,  or  analyst.  Each  of 
those  has  his  own  special  course  of  training  and  his  own 
organisations,  which  kept  a  careful  watch  on  trespassers. 
Moreover,  if  the  pharmacist  poaches  on  the  other  people's 
preserves,  he  could  not  complain  if  grocers,  drapers,  or 
others  poach  on  his  own.  Let  him  make  the  best  of  his 
situation,  remembering  that  he  is  an  excellent  link  between 
the  results  of  research  and  invention  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
public  on  the  other,  and  that  at  any  time  unlooked-for 
developments  may  occur  which  will  create  a  large  demand 
for  things  by  which  he  is  the  fittest  person  to  profit ;  then, 
perhaps,  would  be  the  time  to  raise  his  standard  of  education 
if  it  appeared  necessary  to  meet  the  new  demand. 

Discussion. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Gamble,  in  proposing  thanks  to  the  President, 
said  if  allowed  to  criticise  he  would  certainly  have  had 
something  adverse  to  say  concerning  some  points  of  the 
address.  In  his  personal  opinion  there  was  still  an  opening 
for  professional  pharmacy,  and  he  was  pleased  to  think  it 
could  be  brought  about  even  yet.  Perhaps  it  was  not  a  fact 
that  scientists  were  business-men,  but  he  saw  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  become  so. 

Mr.  Hymans,  who  saw  no  difference  between  "  criticism" 
and  "  personal  opinion,"  agreed  with  the  President  that  a 
man  to  be  a  scientist  must  devote  his  whole  time  to  it. 
There  were  few  scientific  business-men,  certainly  vrry  few  in 
pharmacy.  To-day  competition  was  too  keen  to  admit  of  a 
business-man  being  a  scientist  as  well.  He  also  endorsed 
the  President's  remarks  on  education.  The  principal  ques- 
tion in  this  connection  ought  to  be,  "  Does  it  pay  ?  " 

The  President,  replying,  said  he  had  no  intention  of 
depreciating  the  scientific  pharmacist.  What  he  wanted  to 
emphasise  was  that  a  superabundance  of  science  makes  a 
man  incapable  for  business.  He  knew  that  from  his  own 
experience.  He  had  done  a  good  deal  too  much  study  in 
his  time,  with  the  result  that  when  he  came  to  be  put  into 
business-life  he  found  that  his  mind  was  slow  to  grasp 
the  little  things  inseparably  connected  therewith.  He  then 
intimated  that  the  Association  contemplated  publishing  a 
journal  of  its  own  which  would  be  supplied  to  the  members 
and  would  replace  the  "  Proceedings,"  which  were  not 
generally  appreciated.  He  called  particular  attention  to  the 
political  discussion  to  be  opened  at  their  meeting  on 
November  8  by  Mr.  Wootton,  and  Mr.  Hymans  asked 
members  not  to  forget  the  Exhibition  eveniv:g  (November  1). 


Preston  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Preston,  on  October  18,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  G. 
Sharpies.  A  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  appointment 
of  a  divisional  secretary  for  the  parliamentary  district,  in 
pursuance  of  the  scheme  of  local  organisation  adopted  by 
1  lie  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Mr.  Sharples 
1  bought  the  Society  should  appoint  a  paid  inspector  whose 
sole  duty  it  should  be  to  make  purchases,  and  where  the  Act 
was  not  being  complied  with  to  institute  proceedings  without 
delay.  Mr.  Arkle  pointed  out  that  this  was  was  practically 
being  done,  and  Mr.  Williamson  mentioned  that  whenever 


he  or  the  registrar  received  complaints  and  action  was 
taken,  those  proceedings  were  instituted  entirely  independent 
of  the  original  complaint.  At  the  same  time  he  agreed  that 
a  paid  inspector  would  probably  do  the  work  more  thoroughly. 
After  further  discussion  it  was  agreed  to  suggest  the  name 
of  Mr.  Williamson  as  secretary  for  the  district. 


Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  October  18,  the  retiring 
President,  Mr.  Prosper  H.  Marsden,  in  the  chair.  The  Secre- 
tary's report  for  the  past  session  was  satisfactory,  showing 
an  average  attendance  at  the  meetings  of  eighteen.  The 
Treasurer's  report  showed  5/.  2>\  lid  in  hand.  The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  elected  as  officers  for  the  ensuing 
session  : — President,  C.  W,  Cooke  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs. 
Catford  and  Marsden  ;  Secretary,  E.  W.  Patridge  ;  Treasurer, 
P.  Jenner  ;  Council,  R.  C.  Cowley,  I.  Eaglesfield,  H.  B. 
Morgan,  Geo.  McLoughlin,  Sutton,  Wardlewortb,  Walker. 
Wokes,  Wyatt.  A  good  winter  programme  is  looked  for  by 
the  members. 


Northampton  Chemists'  Association. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  took  place  on  October  19, 
the  President  (Mr.  W.  McKianell)  in  the  chair. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Mr.  J.  Bingley,  F.C.S., 
who  has  filled  the  post  of  Local  Secretary  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years,  should  be  nominated  Divisional  Secretary 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Surprise  was  expressed  that 
the  collection  of  subscriptions  by  the  Divisional  Secretary 
should  be  left  optional,  as  it  was  thought  that  if  not  called 
for  subscriptions  might  possibly  b3  forgotten  and  left  unpaid. 

Mr.  Gelston  read  a  paper  on  "  Pharmacists  and  the 
Pharmacopoeia." 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  "  Star  and 
Garter  "  Hotel,  Wolverhampton,  on  October  22,  the  President 
(Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson)  in  the  chair. 

After  a  discussion  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
that  Mr.  Gibson  be  suggested  as  Divisional  Secretary  for  the 
parliamentary  divisions  of  Wolverhampton. 


Reading-  and   District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  on  October  11. 
After  supper  a  paper  was  read  by  the  President  (Mr. 
Charles  Bradley)  on 

Pharmaceutical  Legislation  :  Past  and  Future. 

Mr,  Bradley  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  formation  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  and  its  legislation,  touching  upon 
the  Acts  of  1852,  1868,  and  1898.  By  the  A  ct  of  1868  regis- 
tration was  made  compulsory,  but  without  the  payment  of  a 
fee.  The  Amendment  Act  of  1898  established  registration 
under  the  Act  as  sole  basis  of  qualification  for  membership. 
He  regretted  to  find  that  so  many  were  still  outside  the  pale 
of  the  Society.  They  elected  to  criticise  its  actions,  to 
deplore  its  inertness,  and  to  throw  cold  water  on  its 
endeavours,  forgetting  that  to  have  a  voice  in  its  delibera- 
tions they  ought  to  join  the  Society.  With  the  united  force 
of  the  trade  at  their  back  the  Society  could  go  to  Parliament 
for  additional  powers.  He  strongly  urged  that  the  first  step 
in  the  legislation  of  the  future  should  be  an  amendment  of  the 
Act  of  1838,  making  a  fee  for  registration  compulsory.  After 
discussion  a  resolution  was  adopted  advocating  the  desira- 
bility of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  obtaining  powers  to 
charge  an  annual  fee  for  registration.  Copies  of  the 
resolution  are  to  be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  and  the  President  of  the  Federation  of  Local 
Associations. 


Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehouse  and 
District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  October  17,  the 
President  (Mr.  F.  Maitland)  in  the  cha'r.    The  question  of 
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appointing  a  Divisional  Secretary  for  parliamentary  divisions 
was  discussed  at  some  length,  and  it  was  considered  advisable 
that  as  the  Association  included  members  from  several 
divisions  in  the  district,  and  it  being  a  matter  for  members  of 
the  Society  only,  that  it  be  recommended  that  each  parliamen- 
tary division  hold  its  own  meeting  to  decide  who  should  be 
appointed  secretary.  The  nomination-papers  received  for  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  coming  year  were  considered, 
and  the  annual  meeting  was  fixed  for  October  31. 


Bradford  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  Association  was  held  at 
the  County  Restaurant,  Bradford,  on  Tuesday  night.  The 
President  (Mr.  R.  W.  Silson)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  good  attendance. 

The  business  of  the  evening  was  a  paper  by  Mr.  A.  H. 
Waddington  on 

The  New  Pharmacy  Bill:  What  should  It  Contain? 

At  the  outset  he  referred  to  the  address  of  the  President 
of  the  Bradford  Association  last  week.  That  gentleman  had 
accused  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  having 
been  dilatory,  and  of  only  moving  at  such  a  speed  as  they 
were  compelled  to  by  pressure  from  behind.  Whilst  he  did 
not  altogether  agree  with  the  President,  he  thought  this 
was  a  good  opportunity  for  members  considering  their  legiti- 
mate grievances  and  their  possible  amelioration,  because  the 
Council,  like  all  elected  bodies,  could  only  go  as  fast  as  their 
constituents  desired.  He  paid  a  tribute  to  the  Federation, 
and  sa'.d  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  asked  its  Law  and 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  draft  a  Bill.  There  had  been 
a  general  election,  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  this 
Latter  event  had  very  materially  strengthened  their  position, 
as  they  now  had  a  much  larger  number  of  M.P.'s  favourably 
disposed  towards  them  than  any  of  them  had  ever  antici- 
pated. That  was,  no  doubt,  due  to  the  better  organisation  of 
chemists  all  over  the  country,  and  their  power  as  an 
organisid  body  to  influence  Parliamentary  opinion.  They 
■  had  six  points  to  consider  : — 

First,  there  is  the  company-question,  which  was  a  contraven- 
tion of  Clauses  1  and  15  of  the  1868  Act  (a)  keeping  open  shop 
for  the  sale  of  poisons,  and  (b)  assuming  statutory  titles  without 
examination. 

Second.  Sale  of  medecinal  preparations  and  dispensing  by 
unqualified  individuals. 

Third.    Jury-service  by  chemists  and  druggists. 

Fourth.  Inability  to  enforce  membership  of  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society. 

Fifth.  Inability  of  the  Council  to  remove  names  from  the 
Register  for  improper  conduct. 

Sixth.    Dispensing  in  doctors'  surgeries. 

Dealing  with  the  last  item  first,  he  expressed  the  belief 
that  anything  that  was  done  in  that  direction  should  be  in 
the  nature  of  a  friendly  arrangement  between  the  two 
bodies.  With  respect  to  company-pharmacy,  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  simpler  the  Bill  could  be 
icade  the  better.  The  simplest  and  most  effective  reform 
was  that  the  1868  Act  should  be  made  to  apply  to  "  persons  " 
and  combinations  of  persons  as  well  as  to  an  individual. 
It  was  the  evident  intention  of  Parliament  that  the  public 
should  be  protected  from  unqualified  traders.  In  his 
opinion  they  would  obtain  everything  they  had  the  right  to 
demand.  It  would  no  longer  be  possible  for  a  personal 
statutory  qualification  obtained  by  examination  to  be 
assumed  by  an  impersonal  company ;  neither  would  it  be 
possible  for  a  company  to  keep  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  in  the  Schedule,  and  in  consequence  the  dispensing 
of  prescriptions  would  be  practically  impossible,  as  so  many 
of  them  contained  some  preparation  of  one  or  other  of  the 
scheduled  articles.  The  sale  of  medicinal  preparations  is 
a  more  difficult  question,  and  he  could  see  good  reasons  why 
they  should  not  ask  that  non-poisonous  drugs  intended  for 
rise  as  medicine  should  be  sold  only  by  chemists.  He 
would  extend  the  Schedule  to  include  articles  which  in  the 
hands  of  unqualified  persons  might  be  dangerous.  The 
opposition  of  existing  companies  to  this  amendment  would 
be  considerably  discounted  if  the  sale  of  non-poisonous 
preparations  and  patents  was  left  to  them,  as  was  done  in 


the  1868  Act,  where  poisons  only  were  mentioned.  He  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  regulation  of  companies.  He 
prefeired  that  things  should  remain  as  they  are,  ar_d 
companies  allowed  to  exist  in  defiance  of  the  evident 
intention  of  Parliament  rather  than  they  should  in  any  way 
make  it  legal  for  them  to  be  formed.  If  such  an  unfortunate 
thing  were  to  happen  that  companies  were  legaliseel  and 
regulated,  he  feared  that  in  a  short  time  the  number  of 
qualified  men  would  bo  so  small  as  not  even  to 
supply  the  requirements  of  the  drug-stores,  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  its  organisation  would 
cease  to  exist.  The  time  had  now  come  when  it  should  be 
made  c  >mpulsory  for  all  registered  chemists  to  be  members 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  The  effect  of  such  com- 
pulsory membership  would  be  to  settle  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  a  perfect  Register,  and  would  also  cause  the  members 
to  take  a  more  lively  interest  in  the  proceedings  of  their 
representatives.  Another  matter  they  had  to  consider  waT 
the  nects-ity  or  otherwise  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council 
having  power  to  remove  not  only  from  membership,  but  also 
from  the  Register,  any  person  guilty  of  conduct  demanding 
such  a  proceeding. 

With  regard  to  exemption  from  jury-service  he  pointed  out 
that  the  Act  exempting  pharmaceutical  chemists  was  passed 
in  1852,  at  which  time  the  examination  for  chemist  and 
druggist  was  not  in  existence,  it  having  only  been  instituted 
in  1868,  at  which  time  the  exemption  included  the  great 
majority  of  proprietors;  but  now  owing  to  the  alteration  in, 
and  the  increased  severity  of  the  examinations,  the  conditions 
are  entirely  changed,  and  the  great  majority  of  chemis's 
are  legally  compelled  to  serve  on  juries.  That  condition 
of  affairs  emphatically  calls  for  alteration,  and  it  ought  to- 
be  included  in  the  Bill,  unless  it  could  be  done  by  a  change 
in  the  by-laws  with  respect  to  the  examinations.  The  Minor 
examination  is  now  quite  as  difficult  as  the  Major 
examination  was  twenty  years  ago,  which  carried  with 
it  exemption  from  jury-service.  He  recommended  that  they 
should  do  away  entirely  with  the  Major  and  Minor  examina- 
tions as  now  held  and  substitute  a  divided  qualifying 
examination,  which  might  be  then  equal  in  severity  to  the 
present  Major  but  would  be  much  easier  to  pass  from  its 
being  taken  at  twice.  Anyone  passing  this  examination 
should  take  the  title  of  pharmaceutical  chemist.  That 
would  give  exemption  from  jury-seivice  and  would  tend 
towards  consolidation  of  members.  With  the  view  of 
making  the  exemination  less  irksome  he  would  suggest  that 
candidates  entering  for  the  Minor  examination  should  be 
examined  in  all  the  subjects  and  not  sent  back  on  failing  in 
any  one.  If  a  candidate  was  not  sufficiently  proficient  in 
everything  to  obtain  the  necessary  marks,  but  in  three  or 
more  subjects  obtained  75  per  cent,  of  the  marks,  he  should 
not  be  required  to  present  himself  again  for  those  subjects. 
Mr.  Waddington  concluded  by  suggesting — 

That  this  meeting  requests  the  Law  and  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  their  serious  consideration,  in  drafting  their 
Pharmacy  Bill,  the  matters  and  suggestions  contained  in  the 
paper  which  has  now  been  read. 

Mr  E.  Mackay  said  it  was  a  very  wise  suggestion  to 
divide  the  examinations.  He  thought  that  candidates  who 
were  not  studying  in  London  suffered  an  injustice  from  the 
manner  in  which  examinations  were  now  conducted.  Two 
examinations  would  get  over  that  difficulty  if  the  subjects  in 
which  the  candidates  failed  to  satisfy  the  examiners  were 
included  in  the  second  examination.  He  did  not  care  how 
stringent  the  examinations  were  if  they  were  only  just  and 
honest  in  every  way.  He  mentioned  an  examination  at 
which  his  son  had  sat,  where  the  seventeen  students  who 
ware  examined  in  the  morning  all  passed,  and  the  sixteen 
who  were  examined  in  the  afternoon  all  failed. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Mitchell,  whilst  approving  generally  of  the  paper, 
protested  against  the  Minor  examination  being  made  any  more 
difficult.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  thoroughly  in  favour  oE 
extending  the  Schedule,  and  sard  that  there  was  a  list  of 
drugs  which  nobody  but  a  chemist  should  be  permitted  to 
sell,  and  which  ought  to  be  protected  or  put  into  a  schedule 
themselves.  Amongst  these  were  antipyrin,  antifebrin, 
nitrate  of  amyl,  salts  of  antimony,  arnica,  Indian  hemp, 
cocaine,  colocynth,  digitalis,  iodoform,  iodine,  salts  of  lead, 
croton  oil,  phenacetin,  and  phosphorus.  Many  of  these 
might  be  dangerous  drugs  in  the  hands  of  the  ordinary  ma 
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in  the  street,  and  the  chemist  was  the  only  individual  who 
should  be  permitted  to  dispense  them  or  sell  them. 

Mr.  M.  Kogerson  gave  his  hearty  approval  to  most  points 
in  the  paper.  He  hoped  that  they  would  be  careful,  in 
framing  the  Bill,  in  the  attitude  they  adopted  towards  the 
medical  profession.  The  Government,  in  dealing  with  such 
a  Bill,  would  very  probably  consult  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  if  they  made  the  clumsy  mistake  of  quarrelling 
with  the  medical  profession,  their  Bill  would  not  have  much 
chance  of  success.  He  spoke  strongly  of  the  practice  of  those 
chemists  who  advertised  certain  remedies  and  articles  for 
women  in  the  newspapers.  He  disagreed  with  any  proposal 
to  make  the  examinations  more  stringent. 

Mr.  Pickard  agreed  generally  with  the  propositions  set 
forth  in  the  paper,  but  thought  that  if  the  Pharmacy  Act  of 
1838  had  been  enforced  properly,  they  would  have  gained  a 
great  deal  without  having  to  attempt  to  obtain  a  new  Phar- 
macy Bill. 

Mr.  Broadhead  (of  Dewsbury)  spoke  of  the  inadequate 
representation  of  chemists  and  druggists  in  Parliament,  and 
advocated  a  greater  strengthening  of  the  membership  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  With  a  thorough  combination 
they  might  found  one  of  the  most  powerful  trades-unions  in 
the  country,  and  that  would  make  company-pharmacy  very 
difficult. 

Alderman  Dunn  and  others  also  spoke  favourably  of  Mr. 
Waddington's  proposals. 
Mr.  Waddington  having  replied, 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr.  Koger- 
son, the  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

A  resolution  was  also  carried  that  all  members  of  the 
Association  should  become  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 


North -East  Lancashire  Chemists' 
Association. 

Annual  Meeting. 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
"White  Bull  Hotel  on  Tuesday  night,  Councillor  Critchley 
presiding  over  a  representative  attendance. 

The  Chairman  said  they  were  met  to  inaugurate  another 
year's  work,  and  he  hoped  they  would  do  as  well  during  the 
next  twelve  months  as  they  had  done  since  the  last  annual 
meeting.  Their  Secretary,  Mr.  Gilford,  had  done  an  amount 
of  work  which  seemed  incredible. 

DEPORT. 

Mr.  Gifford  then  reviewed  the  position  of  affairs.  Kecent 
events,  he  said,  had  proved — 

(-1)  That  the  administrators  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
affairs  were  and  are  inadequately  acquainted  with  the  necessity 
of  qualified  chemists,  or  else  lacked  sympathy  with  them. 

(2)  That  influences  within  had  been  at  work  to  thwart  and  make 
ridiculous  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868. 

(3)  That  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  could,  by  exercising  its 
powers  readily,  cause  to  become  enrolled  as  members  of  the 
Society  the  large  majority  of  qualified  chemists. 

(4)  They  had  by  demonstration  time  after  time  proved  that 
their  claims  were  so  reasonable,  so  rational,  so  at  one  with  com- 
mon sense  and  public  polity,  that  effectual  remedy  would  be 
granted. 

He  claimed  for  the  Association  that  it  had  shown  things 
to  be  easy  which  were  said  to  be  impossible  of  accomplish- 
ment. Referring  to  the  Association's  action  on  the  Com- 
panies Bill  he  said  on  all  questions  of  detail  they  would 
give  and  take,  but  on  the  question  of  principle  they  asked 
the  support  of  every  man  or  woman  who  had  complied  with 
the  requirements  of  the  State.  Against  the  view  that 
"  the  sale  of  poisons  is  a  trading  operation  simply," 
he  contended  that  it  ceased  to  be  so  in  1838  for  ever.  The 
lay  mind  clearly  appreciated  the  necessity  for  poisons  to  be 
under  the  sole  responsibility  of  qualified  persons.  With 
almost  equal  clearness  the  public  also  saw  that  the  distribu- 
tion of  poisons  was  the  sign-manual  by  which  to  distinguish 
the  qualified  from  the  unqualified;  in  other  words,  the 
public — and  that  meant  the  House  of  Commons — would  allow 
that  the  chemist  must  have  both  his  title  and  practice.  They 
were  told  that  they  had  companies  (thanks  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council),  and  that  they  were  here  to  stay.  That 


was  like  their  trading  operations  outside  of  the  question,  but 
as  chemists  and  druggists,  or  to  sell  scheduled  poisons,  they 
should  not  stay. 

Mr.  Haworth,  the  Treasurer,  in  presenting  his  balance- 
sheet,  said  twelve  months  ago  the  Association  had  8.s\  lid. 
in  the  bank,  but  now  they  had  31.  on  the  right  side.  During 
the  year  they  had  given  the  members  a  good  dinner,  they 
had  handed  over  between  HI.  and  51.  to  the  Indian  Famine 
Fund,  and  had  also  wiped  out  a  few  arrears. 

The  balanc3-sheet  was  adopted. 

NEW  OFFICERS. 

Councillor  Critchley  said  he  would  have  liked  to  have 
retired  from  the  presidency,  but  in  response  to  the  request 
of  bis  friends  he  was  willing  to  remain  in  office.  He  was 
re-elected  with  acclamation  ;  and  Councillor  Shorrock  (Dar- 
wen)  was  re-elected  Vice-President. 

The  next  business  was  the  appointment  of  hon.  secretary, 
and  the  Chairman  announced  that  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  had 
announced  his  intention  of  retiring.  In  a  letter  to  him  Mr. 
Gifford  said  : — 

The  fact  of  my  having  been  a  candidate  for  a  seat  on  the  Phar- 
maceutical Council  has  augmented  my  work  very  much.  I  intend 
to  try  my  luck  again,  however,  and  when  you  remember  the  calls 
of  my  extensive  business  you  will  agree  I  am  not  in  a  position  to 
do  juatice  to  the  Association. 

Mr.  Haworth,  Mr.  Bean,  and  Councillor  Shorrock  urged 
Mr.  Gifford  to  withdraw  his  resignation,  but  he  insisted  on 
retiring,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Hindle  was  unanimously  appointed 
Secretary. 

Mr.  Haworth  was  re-appointed  Treasurer,  and  the  following 
were  selected  the  committee : — Messrs.  Wells,  Holt,  Pick- 
worth,  Pickup,  Gifford,  C.  A.  Critchley,  J.  Needham,  Holder, 
and  Grimshaw,  with  a  Darwen  representative  to  be  appointed 
later  on. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  been  the  local  secretary  for 
some  time,  but  wished  to  resign,  and  on  his  suggestion  it 
was  decided  to  recommend  the  Society  to  appoint  Mr. 
Gifford  to  the  new  position  of  divisional  secretary  for 
Blackburn.  Mr.  Critchley  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Holt, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Wells,  thanked  for  his  services  as  local 
secretary. 

Thanks  were  accorded  to  the  officers  for  their  labours 
during  the  past  year. 

Pharmacy  Classes. 

The  sub-committee  of  the  Association,  consisting  of 
Councillor  Critchley,  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  and  Mr.  Wells, 
has  arranged  with  the  Blackburn  Technical  School  to  have 
a  three-years'  course  of  lectures,  commencing  next  year,  and 
the  Association  have,  we  understand,  agreed  to  give  a 
monetary  guarantee  towards  defraying  the  costs  of  the 
classes. 


Western  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  committee  meeting  held  on  October  24,  the  following 
were  elected  officers  of  the  Association  for  the  session  1900- 
1901 :—  President,  Mr.  H.  Cracknell ;  Vice-President,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Gulliver ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  J.  H.  Mathews  ;  Hon.  Secre- 
taries, Messrs.  W.  J.  I.  Philp  and  A.  G.  Worsley. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Union. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Union  was  held  at  the  Horse- 
shoe Hotel,  Tottenham  Court  Road,  on  October  23,  Mr.  E. 
Whineray  in  the  chair.  About  eighteen  persons  were 
present  and  the  proceedings  throughout  were  marked  by 
considerable  vigour  and  enthusiasm.  Mr.  Whineray,  who  has 
been  President  for  the  past  year,  in  reviewing  the  work  of 
the  Association  during  that  time,  said  a  great  addition  had 
been  made  to  the  membership  and  their  work  seemed  to  be 
more  appreciated  by  both  masters  and  men.  Of  course,  they 
had  detractors,  he  said,  and  quite  recently  it  had  been 
stated  to  a  prominent  journalist  that  the  Union  had  been 
recommending  men  as  assistants  who  were  of  indifferent 
character  and  ability.  Names  were  asked  for  and  three 
were  given,  and  after  communicating  with  all  the  secretaries 
and  other  officers  connected  with  the  Union  he  was  not 
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surprised  to  find  that  not  one  of  the  names  were  known. 
He  particularly  wished  to  refer  to  this,  as  such  insinuations 
getting  abroad  might  create  a  false  impression  of  the  Union 
and  keep  members  from  joining. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  R.  E.  Wright)  in  giving  a  report  of  the 
year's  work,  said  the  Union  had  about  eighty  members,  in  all 
parts  of  the  country,  such  widely  divergent  places  as  Bacup, 
Wrexham,  Cork,  Halifax,  Brighton,  Enfield,  being  given  as  a 
few  examples.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Union  was 
satisfactory,  there  being  51.  in  hand.  He  read  letters  of 
apology  from  Mr.  A.  C.  Wootton  and  Dr.  Dutch.  The  latter 
gentleman  intimated  that  he  was  seeking  municipal  honours 
in  the  borough  of  Westminster,  and  would  be  glad  of  support 
in  his  candidature. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  said  their  organisation  had  had  a 
challenge  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  asking  them 
to  show  this  session  that  they  represented  a  national  asso- 
ciation. He  thought  they  already  represented  the  nation, 
as  well  as  other  parts  of  the  world,  for  they  had  amongst 
their  members  not  only  Scotchmen,  Welshman,  and  Irishmen, 
but  Frenchmen,  Americans,  and  Germans.  During  the  last 
three  months,  while  they  had  been  developing  the  employ- 
ment portion  of  their  organisation,  he  had  had  a  great 
number  of  communications  from  assistants  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  in  this  connection  he  would  like  to  make  it 
known  that  those  assistants  who  were  non-members  of  Ihe 
Association  could  scarcely  expect  the  Union  to  do  much  for 
them,  and  at  least  those  non-Union  writers  should  send 
stamps  for  replies. 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  the 
following  being  appointed  :— President,  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  ; 
Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Wright,  Softley,  Greatrex  (of  Liver- 
pool), and  Hanbury  Francis  ;  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  Brook  Clegg ; 
Secretary,  Mr.  R.  E.  Wright,  Hampton  House,  King's  Cross, 
N. ;  Council,  the  foregoing  officers,  with  Messrs.  Islip, 
Wilkinson,  Collins,  Coke,  N.  Smith,  Armstrong,  Pearson, 
Middleton,  Brammall,  Arrowsmith,  Hill,  Lloyd,  Sayers,  and 
MorgaD. 

Special  thanks  were  accorded  to  Mr.  Whineray  for  his 
energetic  conduct  as  President  during  the  past  year  and  for 
his  immeasurable  services  to  the  Union  as  a  whole. 

Mr.  Whineray,  replying,  said  that,  although  at  his  own 
desire  he  had  relinquished  the  presidential  chair,  he  would 
always  have  the  work  of  the  Union  at  heart,  and  would 
endeavour  to  do  as  much  as  he  had  formerly  done  for  it. 
He  then  gave  a  stirring  invitation  to  assistants  to  throw  off 
the  apathy  which  characterised  them  and  combine  together 
for  their  own  good.  He  had  seen  it  asserted  that  many 
assistants  were  better  off  than  their  masters,  but  with  that 
statement  he  could  not  agree.  He  had  been  an  assistant 
for  twenty-five  years,  and  ought  to  know  something  about 
it.  He  was  confident  that,  though  some  in  the  West-end  of 
London  got  good  salaries,  the  majority  of  the  as.-istants  in 
the  country  were  underpaid.  He  advised  all  assistants 
to  study  more  closely  strict  business  principles  and  endea- 
vour to  acquire  business  habits,  so  that  they  might  command 
greater  salaries. 

Mr.  Pickering  having  taken  the  chair  as  President,  twelve 
new  members  were  proposed  and  seconded,  but  the  Chairman 
wished  to  make  it  clear  that  none  of  those  gentlemen,  or  any 
assistant  whatever  who  wished  to  become  a  member  of  the 
Union,  were  accepted  until  the  officers  of  the  Union  were 
satisfied  as  to  the  general  moral  character  of  the  applicant. 
He  wished  to  emphasise  that  never  on  any  account  was  a 
man  of  a  disreputable  or  incapable  character  admitted  as 
a  member  of  the  Union.  He  was  aware  that  in  the  past  this 
rule  had  not  been  so  strictly  enforced,  but  in  consequence  of 
some  communications  which  had  passed  between  him  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  trade  recently,  it  would  be  keenly 
looked  after  in  future. 

Hours  and  Pay. 

Mr.  Softley,  in  initiating  the  discussion  on  this  subject 
said,  while  Local  Secretary  for  the  Union  in  Bath,  he  received 
from  Mr.  Pickering  a  polite  and  earnest  appeal  for  the 
Union.  He  took  letters  round  personally,  left  them  with 
most  of  the  assistants  in  Bath,  and  though  months  passed 
not  a  single  one  of  those  assistants  had  the  common  courtesy 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  communication.  Now 
why,  he  asked,  should  there  be  such  an  apathy  ?  Why  should 
a  Union  such  as  this  meet  with  so  little  approval  in  the 


provinces?  He  would  like  to  hear  a  few  suggestions  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  provinces  to  stir  the  assistants 
up.  If  the  Union  could  manage  to  give  the  assistants  some- 
thing more  to  induce  them  to  belong  to  it  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  gcod  thing,  but  he,  unfortunately,  had  no  sug- 
gestions to  c  ffer.  Hie  hours  were  far  too  long,  and  the  pay  was 
miserably  inadequate.  In  regard  to  Sunday  labour,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  only  dispensing  businesses  should  be  opened 
on  Sunday. 

The  President  said  that  in  London  he  honestly  thought 
that  the  general  tendency  was  to  improve  matters  in  this 
connection.  The  hours  of  business  were  absurd  ;  there  was 
no  reason  why  employers  coulol  not  arrange  for  a  stated 
period  each  day  when  assistants  might  have  a  little  recre- 
ation. In  regard  to  payment,  it  was  a  notorious  fact  that  if 
one  came  to  reckon  up  the  number  of  hours'  work  for  the 
pay  given,  the  rate  per  day  was  less  than  many  a  bricklayer 
or  dock-labourer  had.  The  stores,  he  admitted,  gave  much 
greater  consideration  to  their  employes.  He  had  been  in 
the  stores,  and  one  prominent  firm  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected never  worked  their  men  more  than  five  days  a  week  ; 
but  in  general  the  way  in  which  many  masters  treateol  their 
men  was  very  little  short  of  shameful.  He  had  an  appli- 
cation not  long  ago  from  an  employer  who  wanted  an 
assistant,  "qualification  not  essential,  but  must  be  able  to 
take  sole  charge."  The  qualifications  the  of  applicant  were 
that  he  must  bean  extractor,  prescriber  and  rapid  dis- 
penser, and  able  to  work  up  a  business  which  had  fallen 
away.  For  this  the  employer  offered  the  munificent  salary 
of  30ft'.  a  week.  He  thought  Rule  19,  which  stated  that  no 
Union  member  should  sell  his  services  to  a  company  whose 
directors  were  not  qualified  chemists,  would  have  for  the 
present  to  be  left  in  abeyance. 

Mr.  Clegg,  who  spoke  with  considerable  vigour  and 
earnestness,  said  that  seeing  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
chemists'  assistants  to  accept  employment  from  limited 
companies,  they  ought  to  see  that  the  companies  paid  well 
for  it.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society  should  be  stirred  up  to 
do  what  they  were  there  for.  It  was  the  bounden  duty  of 
those  men  to  stop  company-trading  before  it  had  reached 
the  length  that  it  had  now.  If  they  could  not  stop  it  they 
should  have  endeavoured  to  secure  ceitain  powers  from  Parlia- 
ment to  do  so.  Seeing  the  opportunity  had  been  let  slip,  the 
only  thing  now  was  for  the  assistants,  who  had  the  power 
in  their  own  hands,  to  combine  and  force  these  limited 
companies  to  pay  handsomely  for  qualified  labour.  It  should 
be  made  clear  that  of  the  20-per-cent.  dividend  paid  by  these 
companies  the  workers  must  have  at  least  10  per  cent.  The 
thing  to  him  was  quite  possible.  Unity  only  was  wanted 
amongst  assistants,  and  they  must  do  for  themselves  what  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  was  unable  or  unwilling  to  do. 
He  disagreed  with  the  President  in  his  assertion  that  useful 
experience  was  gained  at  the  stores  ;  the  only  thing  which 
seemed  to  be  gained  was  "  fly  tricks  "  ;  but  the  stores  did  not 
teach  pharmacy.  Another  point  which  he  wished  to  empha- 
sise was  that  the  way  in  which  many  historic  houses 
treated  assistants  was  a  disgrace,  and  not  compatible  with 
either  the  dignity  of  pharmacy  or  of  the  house.  The 
majority  of  these  offer  salaries  to  a  man  which  a  cook  would 
turn  up  his  nose  at,  and  he  held  that  no  member  of  the 
Union  should  accept  service  in  an  historic  house  at  the  salary 
which  is  usually  paid.  Mr.  Clegg  also  denounced  in 
unmeasured  terms  the  indoor  system.  He  asserted  that 
many  pharmacists  in  the  West-end  of  London  treated  their 
indoor  as.-istants  in  a  manner  which  would  shame  even  the 
servant.  They  fed  them  badly,  and  treated  them  altogether 
as  beneath  th?m. 

Mr.  Whineray  said  that  Mr.  Cle?g  had  given  them  a 
vivid  pictuje  of  the  condition  of  the  chemist's  assistant,  but 
he  pointed  out  that  no  remedy  for  this  apathy  had  as  yet 
been  suggested. 

Mr.  Wright  put  for  ward  the  suggestion  that  the  Union  should 
recommenol  l  hat  the  maximum  hours  of  labour  for  a  chemist's 
assistant  should  be  twelve  hours  a  day,  with  three-quarters 
of  an  hour  fer  dinner  and  the  same  for  tea,  indoors  (one hour 
for  each  meal  outdoors),  a  half -day  off  each  week,  and  re- 
muneration for  Sunday  work.  Regarding  the  rate  of  pay- 
ment for  a  nan  who  bad  served  a  well-arranged  apprentice- 
ship, the  minimum  salary  would  be  40/.  indoors,  and  100/. 
outdoors,  for  an  unqualified  man ;  for  a  man  who  is 
qualified  by  experience  as  well  as  by  examination  the 
minimum  sakry  should  be  80/.  indoors,  and  156/.  outdoors. 
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Willi  regard  to  historic  houses,  they  generally  tried  to  get 
hold  of  young  men  who  are  newly  qualified,  and  who  very 
often  have  parents  to  keep  them  from  want ;  but  he  would 
suggest  that  for  a  young  man  immediately  after  qualification 
with  good  average  experience,  52/  indoors  and  120/.  oub- 
doors  should  be  the  minimum  salaries  even  in  an  historic 
house.  There  were  three  classes  of  business  to  which  an 
assistant  could  aspire  after  qualifying — the  historic  house, 
the  ordinary  chemist,  or  the  stores.  Historic  houses  sold 
I  heir  reputation  for  low  salaries,  the  ordinary  chemist  either 
could  not  or  would  not  give  big  salaries,  and  even  the  stores 
do  not  pay  a  salary  commensurate  with  the  work  done. 

As  the  hour  was  verging  towards  midnight,  further  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  was  adjourned. 


Xegal  IReporta. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Ayr  Chemist's  Separation. 

In  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  October  18,  a  motion 
was  made  before  the  Judges  of  the  First  Division  in  connec- 
tion with  the  recent  action  by  Louise  N.  M.  Cruickshank, 
or  Weatherston,  in  which  she  obtained  decree  of  separation 
and  aliment  from  her  husband,  Frank  B.  Weatherston, 
chemist,  Ayr.  Leave  was  asked  to  enforce  the  decree 
obtained  for  aliment,  and  that  the  defender  should  be 
ordained  to  sist  a  mandatory,  he  having  sold  his  business 
and  disappeared  since  decree  was  granted.  Counsel  for 
defender  did  not  oppose  the  motion  to  enforce  the  decree 
for  aliment,  but  he  asked  that  the  order  to  sist  should  stand 
over  for  a  fortnight  in  order  that  defender's  brother,  who 
was  understood  to  be  aware  of  defender's  whereabouts,  could 
be  communicated  with.  He  admitted  that  the  business  in 
Ayr  had  been  sold.  The  decree  for  aliment  was  ordered  to 
be  enforced,  but  the  second  part  of  the  motion  was  con- 
tinued. 

Undefended. 

Decree  has  been  given  by  Lord  Stormonth-Darling  in  the 
Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  in  an  undefended  action  by 
Ferris  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists,  wholesale  druggists, 
and  surgical-instrument  makers,  Bristol,  against  Frank 
Crossling,  chemist,  carrying  on  business  at  the  Post  Drug- 
store, 39.  Justice  Street,  Aberdeen,  and  lately  managing  director 
of  Mayor's  Drug  Company  (Limited),  3  Union  Street,  Aber- 
deen. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sweet  Spirit  op  Nitre. 

At  Dudley  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  October  24,  William 
Lloyd,  King  Edmund  Street,  was  fined  5s.  and  costs  for 
selling  sweet  spirit  of  nitre  which  the  analyst's  certificate 
showed  to  b3  quite  destitute  of  ethyl  nitrite,  and  either  to 
be  adulterated  with  water  or  made  from  alcohol  not  of 
proper  strength,  its  sp.  gr.  being  0  940  at  60°  F. 

Is  the  B.P.  a  Standard  or  Guide  ? 
At  the  Pontsfract  B  rough  Court  on  Monday,  October  22. 
befoee  the  Mayor  (Alderman  Pease),  Mr.  W.  Conder  and 
Mr.  J.  Hartley,  Mr.  Will  iam  Ft.  Maud,  chemist;  and  druggist, 
Market  Place,  an  Alderman  of  the  Town  Council  and  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  charged  with  having  sold  Gregory's 
powder  not  of  the  nature,  &c,  demanded.  Mr.  Whardle, 
Wakefield,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  S.  Lowden  defended! 
Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  inspector  under  the  Act,  proved  the 
purchase,  and  put  in  the  analyst's  certificate,  which  showed 
that  the  sample  contained  75  per  cent,  of  magresium 
carbonate  and  25  per  cent,  of  other  constituents.  Mr. 
Allen,  the  county  analyst,  made  an  observation  upon  the 
certificate  that  Gregory's  powder,  according  to  the  British 

Pharmacopoeia,  shou'd  contain  two-thirds — or  67  per  cent.  

of  calcined  magnesia.  Cross-examined,  witness  said  he 
asked  for  Gregory's  powder  simpjly,  and  not  for  Gregory's 
powder  as  directed  to  be  compounded  by  the  B  P. 

Dr.  Kaye,  the  county  medical  officer  for  the  West  Biding, 


explained  the  reasons  why  calcined  magnesia  was  to  be 
preferred.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  benefits 
were  lost  by  the  substitution  of  a  common  article  like 
magnesium  carbonate,  which  was  also  only  a  third  the 
price  of  the  calcined.  Cross-examined,  witness  said  that  it 
was  not  a  fact  that  out  of  100  cases  in  99  magnesium 
carbonate  would  be  supplied. 

In  his  statement  of  defence,  Mr.  Lowden  said  he  had 
four  grounds  upon  which  he  was  relying  for  a  dismissal  of 
the  summons.  In  the  first  place,  the  article  was  sold  exactly 
as  it  was  received  from  the  manufacturers,  who  up  to  the 
receipt  of  the  analyst's  certificate  would  have  given  a 
warranty  ;  secondly,  that  the  inspector  received  what  he 
asked  for — viz  ,  Gregory's  powder,  but  not  as  ro~npounded  in 
accordance  with  the  B  P. ;  thirdly,  that  the  B.P.  was  not  a 
standard,  but  merely  a  guide,  and  Mr.  Lowden  quoted  a 
speech  by  Dr.  Attfield,  the  editor  of  the  B.P ,  in  support  of 
that  contention  (Mr.  Haddock,  the  Clerk :  You  will  find  a 
case  against  you  on  that  point) ;  and  fourthly,  that  the 
defendant  had  no  intention  to  defraud  the  purchaser,  and 
that  the  latter  was  not  prejudiced,  as  he  received  what  he 
would  contend  was  a  better  article  than  the  one  he 
asked  for. 

The  defendant,  Dr.  Orford  (the  police  divisional  surgeon 
for  the  district),  and  Dr.  Hillaby  (medical  officer  of  health 
for  the  borough)  gave  evidence  for  the  defence,  and,  after  a 
few  minutes'  retirement,  the  Bench  said  they  thought  an 
offence  had  been  committed,  as  it  had  been  proved  that  the 
article  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  B.P.,  which  appeared 
to  them  to  be  the  one  recognised  standard  of  the  medical 
profession  and  chemists  generally.  As,  however,  they  did 
not  think  there  was  any  intention  to  defraud,  and  as 
elefendant  had  said  he  thought  he  was  selling  it  in  accord- 
ance with  the  B.P.,  the  case  would  be  dismissed  upon  ths 
payment  of  costs. 


Salicylic  Acid  in  Ginger-wine. 
At  Liverpool  on  October  24,  Edward  Jones  was  summoned 
for  selling  ginger-wine  which  Mr.  Collingwood  Williams, 
the  city  analyst,  said  contained  salicylic  acid  to  the  extend 
of  13  gr.  to  the  pint.  The  wine  was  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Paterson  &  Son,  of  Glasgow,  who  were  consequently  made 
the  defendants  in  place  of  Jones.  Professor  Boyce,  oF 
University  College,  deposed  to  the  injurious  effect  which 
salicylic  acid  had  upon  kittens,  and  said  its  presence  in 
ginger-wine  was  unnecessary  and  injurious.  The  analyst 
said  ginger  wine  would  keep  good  for  an  indefinite  period 
if  properly  made.  For  the  defence  Drs.  Bradshawr  and 
Macallister  said  they  thought  the  quantity  of  salicylic  acid 
present  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
wine,  and  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  injurious  to  health. 
Dr.  Macallister  said  as  much  as  280  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  had 
been  taken  by  one  person  in  twelve  hours  without  pro- 
ducing any  ill  effects  whatever.  One  could  not  reason  from 
experiments  on  a  kitten  what  effect  the  acid  would  have  on 
the  human  system. 

Mr.  Kinghorne  (Magistrate),  in  giving  his  decision, said 
the  question  as  to  the  deleterious  effects  of  the  acid  was  in- 
volved in  some  doubt,  as  the  evidence  of  the  experts  had 
shown.  He  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  salicylic  acid 
added  to  ginger-wine,  as  in  this  case,  was  not  an  offence 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Act.  It  was  a  necessary  preser- 
vative. He  believed  the  drug  was  not  injurious  in  the 
quantities  in  which  it  was  found  in  this  wine,  and  therefore 
the  defendants  were  entitled  to  the  judgment  of  the  Court  to 
the  effect  that  they  had  not  committed  an  offence.  He  also 
held  that  1  he  form  of  the  certificate  was  bad,  inasmuch  a3 
it  had  not  set  forth  the  weight  of  the  sample.  Two  other 
esses  of  a  similar  kind  against  the  defendants  were  dis- 
missed, as  well  as  a  case  against  a  grocer  named  G.  M. 
Holmes,  of  Myrtle  Street,  who  was  summoned  for  selling- 
ginger-wine  which  contained  3|  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  to  the 
pint. 

Dentist  Sued  for  Negligence. 

Is  the  Lord  Mayor's  Court  on  October  20,  before  the 
Comnon  Ser  jeant  and  a  jury,  Herbert  Carlton,  a  commercial 
traveller,  sued  Messrs.  Matland,  surgeon-dentists,  of  1  Fins- 
bury  Pavement,  E.C.,  to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged 
negligence  of  one  of  their  operators  in  the  stopping  of  a 
tooth. 
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Mr.  Glyn,  for  plaintiff,  said  that  on  April  23  last  plaintiff 
went  to  the  defendants  about  his  teeth,  and  Mr.  Tulloch,  an 
operator  in  their  employ,  advised  him  to  have  some  of  his 
teeth  stopped  and  others  taken  out.  The  plaintiff  consented, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  charge  should  be  4/.  An  appoint- 
ment was  made  for  April  26,  and  on  that  date  the  plaintiff 
attended  and  told  Mr.  Tulloch  that  a  molar-tooth  in  the 
lower  jaw  had  given  him  a  considerable  amount  of  pain. 
Mr.  Tulloch  placed  some  antiseptic-wool  in  it  and  then  said 
he  should  not  take  it  out.  Then  he  staited  to  drill,  an 
operation  which  gave  the  plaintiff  no  pain.  That  would  in- 
dicate that  the  nerve  of  the  tooth  was  either  dead  or  dying, 
and  that  septic  or  decomposing  matter  was  in  the  cavity  of 
the  tooth.  No  tooth  ought  to  be  stopped  when  it  was  in  that 
condition.  Mr.  Tulloch,  however,  put  in  a  plaster  stopping. 
The  plaintiff  went  home,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  night  he 
-experienced  the  most  excruciating  agony.  In  the  morning 
lie  sent  for  a  surgeon.  His  temperature  was  104°,  he  was 
■suffering  great  agony,  his  mouth  was  closed,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  at  the  tooth.  An  abscess  had  formed,  and  it 
had  to  be  lanced  both  inside  and  outside  the  jaw.  The 
plaintiff  was  so  "pulled  down  "  that  he  had  to  go  to  Margate 
for  a  week,  and  he  had  incurred  other  expenses,  which  he 
now  sought  to  recover  from  the  defendants,  together  with 
such  sum  as  the  jury  thought  he  was  entitled  to  for  the  pain 
and  suffering  he  had  undergone,  and  which  he  should  prove 
liad  been  brought  about  soiely  by  the  improper  stopping  of 
the  tooth. 

The  plaintiff  gave  evidence  in  support  of  this  statement. 
It  cost  him  51.  to  go  to  Margate ;  he  estimated  that  he  had  lost 
15/.  commission  through  his  inability  to  attend  to  business, 
and  he  had  to  pay  his  doctor's  bill. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Downes,  surgeon,  Forest  Gate,  said  he  attended 
the  plaintiff  early  in  the  morning  of  April  27.  He  found  his 
iemperature  exceeded  104°,  and  he  was  suffering  from  great 
pain.  His  jaw  was  acutely  inflamed  and  swollen,  and  he 
could  not  open  his  mouth.  Witness  ordered  him  fomenta- 
tions, and  gave  him  something  to  reduce  his  temperature. 
His  treatment  was  only  palliative  at  first,  as  the  jaw  was  so 
swollen,  but  on  the  third  day  he  lanced  it.  It  would  not 
liave  been  possible  to  have  extracted  the  tooth  at  that  time 
as  the  plaintiff  could  not  open  his  jaw.  The  inflammation 
went  on  to  the  formation  of  an  abscess,  and  it  was  about  to 
burst  outside,  so  he  punctured  it  to  prevent  deformity.  At 
the  end  of  a  fortnight  witness  advised  him  to  go  to  the  sea, 
and  on  his  return  he  extracted  the  tooth.  It  would  not  be  a 
proper  thing  for  a  dentist  to  stop  a  tooth,  the  cavity  of  which 
was  in  a  septic  condition,  the  same  day  on  which  it  was 
drilled.  The  effect  of  doing  so  would  be  that  acute  inflam- 
mation would  go  on  to  the  formation  of  an  abscess. 

Mr.  Chas.  Barrett,  L  D  S  ,  73  Southampton  Row,  said  that, 
in  his  judgment,  it  was  not  the  right  thing  to  put  cement- 
stopping  in  the  tooth  if  the  nerve  was  dead.  In  his 
opinion,  having  regard  to  what  he  had  heard,  the  septic 
matter  caused  the  alveolar  abscess.  In  the  case  of  a  dead 
nerve  the  cavity  should  be  dressed  with  antiseptic  wool,  and 
sometimes  two  or  three  sittings  would  be  required  before 
stopping  it.  It  would  not  be  a  proper  thing  to  stop  the 
tooth  in  one  sitting.  Assuming  that  the  patient's  tempera- 
ture was  over  104,  as  had  been  stated,  it  would  not,  in  his 
opinion,  have  been  a  proper  thing  to  have  administered  gas 
or  an) thing  of  that  kind,  and  then  to  have  extracted  the 
tooth. 

Mr.  John  Adams,  F.R.C.S.,  having  given  corroborative 
evidence, 

Mr.  Wallace,  for  the  defendants,  contended  that  Mr. 
Tulloch,  their  assistant,  who  was  a  properly  qualified  man, 
had  exercised  all  reasonable  care  in  the  stopping  of  the 
plaintiff's  tooth,  and  that  the  formation  of  the  abscess  was 
due  to  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no  control. 

Wm.  Forsyth  Tulloch,  L.D.S.Edin.,  said  he  first  saw  the 
plaintiff  on  April  21.  He  took  out  several  teeth,  and  left  in 
the  lower  molar  in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to 
masticate  his  food  until  such  time  as  the  upper  case 
■was  ready  for  insertion.  He  saw  him  again  on  Tuesday 
(24th),  and  put  a  temporary  dressing  in  the  molar. 
He  came  again  on  the  26th,  and  witness  drilled  the  tooth, 
excavated  all  the  decay  he  possibly  could,  and  treated  it 
antiseptically.  He  put  a  temporary  stopping  in  the  lower 
molar  after  the  antiseptic  dressing,  and  told  the  plaintiff 
that  he  should  stop  the  tooth,  that  he  was  rather  dubious 


about  it,  and  that  if  any  trouble  occurred  he  was  to  come 
back  and  he  would  put  it  right  for  him  There  was  no 
inflammation  or  pain  when  lie  stopped  the  tooth.  The  nerve- 
was  dead.  He  took  all  antiseptic  precautions,  and  found  the 
root  of  the  tooth  was  perfectly  sweet.  Replying  to  the  Judge, 
he  said  that  if  a  small  part  of  the  septic  matter  was  not 
reached  and  killed  by  the  antiseptic  dressing  it  might  have 
set  up  violent  inflammation  in  the  course  of  twenty-four 
hours.    It  was  impossible  to  see  to  the  root  of  a  tooth. 

Mr.  Richard  Pedlar,  L.D.S.,  26  Bloomsbury  Street,  said 
that  in  his  opinion  the  treatment  of  the  plaintiff's  tooth  by 
Mr  Tulloch  was  perfectly  correct 

Mr  G.  R.  Matland,  registered  dental  practitioner,  and  Mr. 
T.  H.  Vaughan,  L.D.S.,  16  Hart  Street,  Bloomsbury,  gave 
similar  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  defendant,  but 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  with  40/. 
damages.    Judgment  was  entered  accordingly,  with  costs. 


Pharmacy  Act. 

The  Shilling -fee  Case. 

The  calling-list  of  the  Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  for 
October  23  contained  the  information  that  James  Emslie 
Strachan,  32  Bristo  Street,  Edinburgh,  had  served  the 
summons  in  an  action  by  him  against  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain,  "  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter, 
having  heritable  property  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  and 
carrying  on  business  there."  The  action  is  one  which  was 
stated  some  time  ago  in  the  C.  <f'  D .  as  in  contemplation  to 
have  it  declared  that,  according  to  their  by-laws,  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  are  bound  to  give  Mr.  Strachan  the 
opportunity  of  entering  for  the  oral  examination  of  the 
Society  on  payment  of  an  extra  fee  of  one  shilling,  he 
having  produced  a  medical  certificate  that  he  was  prevented 
by  illness  from  taking  the  examination  at  the  date  originally 
intimated  by  him.  The  Board  of  Examiners  in  Scotland 
intimated  to  Mr.  Strachan  that  he  would  be  allowed  to  come 
up  again  on  payment  of  the  nominal  fee  of  one  shilling  ;  but 
the  Council  of  the  Society  in  London  overruled  the  Board's 
decision,  and  ordered  intimation  that  he  must  pay  an  addi- 
tional fee  of  three  guineas. 

County  Court  Cases. 

"  Quiet  and  Peaceable  Possession." 

At  the  Clerkenwell  County  Court  on  October  19,  before 
Judge  Woodfall,  Q.C.,  Mr.  James  Costa  Mason,  druggists' 
sundriesman,  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C  ,  was  sued  by  Messrs. 
Perkins  &  Co.,  builders,  154  Great  Tichfield  Street,  W.,  for 
35/.  lis.  9d.  for  rent,  insurance,  and  solicitor's  costs,  against 
which  the  defendant  entered  a  counterclaim  for  200/. 
damages  for  breach  of  covenant  of  a  quiet  tenancy  of  their 
premises. 

Mr.  Herbert  Smith  was  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr. 
Spyers  appeared  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Spyers  said  that  to  shorten  the  [case,  which  had  been 
remitted  from  the  High  Court,  the  defendant  would  admit 
the  claim  subject  to  the  counterclaim  being  allowed.  The 
defendant  was  a  druggists'  sundriesman,  and  one  of  the 
more  necessary  features  of  that  business  was  quietude  to 
ensure  accuracy  in  the  making-up  of  articles,  and  this  the 
defendant  had  not  enjoyed,  and  worse  still  had  had  his 
ceiling  falling  down  to  the  danger  of  himself  and  the 
customers,  and  the  destruction  of  his  stock-in-trade.  The 
plaintiffs  had  let  the  upper  floors  of  the  buildings  to  a  firm 
of  tin-box  makers,  which  was  a  noisy  rough  trade,  and  he 
submitted  that  was  a  breach  of  covenant  for  which  the 
defendant  was  entitled  to  damages. 

Mr.  Mason  -was  called  in  support  of  his  counterclaim,  and 
said  that  he  took  possession  of  the  premises  in  January  last, 
and  up  to  June  bad  no  reason  to  complain  whatever.  He 
was  able  to  do  a  good  business,  the  premises  being  then 
quiet  and  well  suited  for  the  purpose  ;  when  the  plaintiffs  let 
the  upper  part  to  the  tin-box  makers,  then  trouble  began. 
The  noise  was  intolerable,  and  customers  would  not  enter, 
whilst  the  hammering  caused  the  ceiling  to  fall  in  places 
to  the  destruction  of  his  goods.  His  prospects  were  ruined 
amid  such  a  vibration  and  noise. 

Mr.  Smith  contended  that  the  defendant's  counterclaim 
was  much  exaggerated,  even  if  at  all  reasonable. 
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In  giving  judgment  his  Honour  said  the  whole  question 
of  the  counterclaim  was  the  fair  and  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion of  the  phrase  "quiet  and  peaceable  possession."  No 
doubt  a  chemist's  business  required  strict  silence,  but  the 
word  "  quiet "  did  not  mean  absolute  silence  such  as  was 
suggested  by  the  defendant's  counsel.  So  far  as  the  evidence 
went  the  defendant  had  not  been  much  disturbed  by  the 
tin-box  business  any  more  than  the  noise  outside  in  the  busy 
Gray's  Inn  Eoad,  or  from  the  neighbouring  factories.  The 
defendant  had  taken  the  place  as  a  "  warehouse,"  and  as 
such  the  evidence  could  only  show  that  he  had  had  quiet 
possession.  Judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  on  the  claim  and 
counterclaim,  with  costs. 

Should  have  Taken  it. 
At  Barnard  Castle  County  Court  on  October  15  Mr.  John 
Graham,  chemist  and  druggist,  sutd  the  North-Eastern 
Railway  Company  for  31.  0s.  6d.  The  claim  was  made  up  of 
11.  17s.  Qd.  damage  to  goods  in  transit,  15s.  for  carriage  on 
increased  weight  in  consequence,  and  8s.  charge  of  carriage 
on  other  goods  which  had  been  paid  by  the  sender.  On 
the  case  being  called  the  claim  on  the  first  two  items  was 
withdrawn,  and  costs  were  allowed  to  the  company. 
Respecting  the  claim  for  8s.,  plaintiff  stated  that  a  con- 
signment of  goods  was  sent  to  him  by  the  Indestructible 
Paint  Company,  London,  by  the  Great  Central  Company, 
and  thence  to  the  North  Eastern  "carriage  forward,"  but 
the  letter  of  advice  stated  that  the  goods  were  sent 
"  carriage  paid."  Consequently  he  refused  to  pay  at  first, 
but  eventually  he  tendered  the  8s.  under  protest.  Subse- 
quently the  8s.  was  offered  to  him  back,  but  he  declined  to 
accept  it.  Judge  Templar  told  plaintiff  that  he  had  failed 
to  make  out  his  case,  and  reminded  him  that  he  had  refused 
the  8s.  offered  to  him.  If  the  company  paid  it  back  to  him 
now  so  much  the  better  for  him,  but  the  verdict  must  be  for 
the  railway  company. 

Negligence  or  Not? 
At  Southwark  County  Court  on  October  23,  before  Judge 
Addison,  Q.C.,  Daniel  Ryan,  a  druggist's  clerk  and  assistant, 
sued  Mr.  A.  W.  Smith,  trading  as  Hinkley  &  Co.,  chemists 
and  druggists,  at  Langdale  Road,  Old  Kent  Road,  to  recover 
251.  damages  for  personal  injuries  sustained  through  the 
alleged  negligence  of  the  defendant. 

Plaintiff  was  a  clerk  in  the  service  of  the  defendant  at  Ray 
Street,  Farringdon  Road,  where  defendant  carried  on  business 
in  April  last.  One  day  he  heard  a  bottle  fall  and  Mr.  Smith 
calling  him.  He  at  once  went  into  the  drug-room  to  see 
what  had  happened,  and  directly  he  got  inside  a  bottle 
exploded,  and  he  was  enveloped  in  flames.  His  face,  hands, 
arms,  and  clothing  were  severely  burned,  and  he  escaped 
from  the  room  by  a  window.  He  was  afterwards  taken  to 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital  in  a  cab,  where  his  injuries  were 
dressed,  and  he  attended  Guy's  Hospital  as  an  out-patient 
for  three  weeks.  He  was  under  the  care  of  a  private  doctor 
for  five  or  six  weeks  longer,  and  was  obliged  to  engage  a 
nurse.  Defendant  paid  his  wages  whilst  he  was  ill,  with  the 
exception  of  two  weeks,  and  kept  his  place  open  as  long  as 
he  could.  He  was  now  almost  recovered,  and  was  in  the 
service  of  another  firm. 

Defendant  said  on  the  day  of  the  accident  Ryan  brought 
three  Winchester  quarts  of  ether  into  the  drug-room,  and 
after  having  placed  two  on  a  shelf  went  out  for  some  pur- 
pose or  other  into  the  warehouse.  Witness  made  room  for 
the  third  bottle,  and  was  in  the  act  of  putting  it  on  the  shelf 
with  the  others  when  it  either  burst  or  fell  from  his  hands. 
It  fell  upon  eight  or  ten  other  bottles,  one  of  which  con- 
tained sulphuric  acid,  and  broke  them.  Ryan  ran  into  the 
room,  the  stuff  caught  fire,  and  both  were  badly  burned  and 
escaped  through  a  window.  Whilst  Ryan  was  away  ill 
witness  paid  him  just  over  his  full  wages,  and  invited  him 
when  he  had  nearly  recovered  to  spend  a  little  time  at  the 
office,  but  he  declined.  He  also  invited  him  to  his  private 
house  for  a  few  days. 

His  Honour  remarked  that  the  occurrence  was  next  door 
to  a  pure  accident. 

Plaintiff's  counsel  argued  that  defendant  let  the  bottle  slip 
out  of  his  hand,  and  submitted  that  that  was  negligence  for 
which  he  was  liable. 

After  some  further  discussion  his  Honour  said  the  case  was 
so  near  the  border-line  that  he  should  take  time  to  consider 
his  judgment. 


Bankruptcies  ant>  failures* 


Be  F.  J.  Knight  (trading  as  Knight,  Hill  &  Co.),  Billiter 
House,  E.C.,  Chemical  Agent. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  19,  the  public 
examination  was  on  the  list,  but  the  Official  Receiver  reported 
that  the  first  meeting  of  creditors  had  only  been  closed  two  days, 
and  the  Registrar  granted  an  adjournment. 


Be  Charles  Henry  Booth,  late  of  394  King's  Road,  Chelsea, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

At  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  October  22,  before  Mr 
Registrar  Hood,  this  debtor  applied  to  pass  his  public  examina- 
tion upon  accounts  showing  liabilities  1,051?.  3s.  lid.,  against 
assets  valued  at  27?. 4  s.  Qd. 

Replying  to  Mr.  E.  S.  Grey,  Assistant  Receiver,  the  debtor 
stated  that  about  June,  1893,  he  purchased  a  chemists'  and 
druggists'  business  then  being  carried  on  at  41  Moorgate  Street. 
He  paid  6007.,  and  to  enable  him  to  pay  the  purchase-money,  and  to 
provide  working  capital  he  borrowed  from  relatives  800?.,  about 
200?.  of  which  was  still  owing.  At  that  time  he  was  the  owner  of 
a  copyhold  house,  and  had  a  share  in  a  farm  which  he  valued  at 
about  1,000?.  In  June,  1894,  witness  sold  the  Moorgate  Street 
business  for  700?.  He  estimated  that  he  lost  about  300?.  over  the 
business.  While  in  Moorgate  Street  he  had  transactions  with  a= 
moneylender,  who  had  charged  him  high  rates  of  interest.  At  the 
date  of  the  sale  he  owed  that  person  250?.,  a  good  deal  of  the 
amount  being  in  respect  of  interest,  which  had  ranged  from  7  to 
40  per  cent,  per  annum.  His  (debtor's)  credit  was  good  in  the 
trade. 

The  Official  Receiver :  Then  why  did  you  have  recourse  to- 
moneylenders  and  borrow  small  sums  at  30-per-cent.  interest  ? 

The  witness  admitted  that  he  had  acted  very  foolishly  in  the 
matter,  especially  as  he  could  have  borrowed  money  elsewhere  at 
much  cheaper  rates.  When  he  sold  the  business  he  paid  offthe  T50?. 
moneylending  debt,  and  paid  50?.  to  trade  creditors,  leaving  a, 
further  100?.  owing  to  them.  The  remaining  400?.  of  the  sale- 
moneys  he  expended  in  personal  matters  and  betting  losses. 

The  Official  Receiver :  Why  did  you  not  settle  with  the  trade 
creditors  out  of  that  400?.  ? — I  was  looking  for  a  new  business  and 
they  were  not  pressing  me.  The  various  amounts  left  were  but 
small. 

Did  you  think  it  right  to  spend  money  in  betting  and  gambling 
instead  of  paying  it  to  your  creditors  ? 

The  debtor  explained  that  he  had  since  paid  off  all  those  debts- 
in  full. 

Mr.  Grey :  Yes,  perhaps  so ;  but  at  the  expense  of  your  present 
creditors. 

Witness  :  Oh,  no!  I  have  been  solvent  since  those  debts  were 
paid. 

Examination  continued :  Between  June,  1894,  and  January, 
1896,  he  was  employed  as  an  assistant,  and  disposed  of  his  interest 
in  the  copyhold  house  and  the  farm.  In  the  latter  month  he  pur- 
chased for  300?.  the  business  at  394  King's  Road,  Chelsea,  which 
he  continued  until  May  10  last,  when  he  sold  it  for  700?.  He 
paid  250?.  or  300?.  of  that  money  to  trade  creditors,  and  devoted 
the  balance  to  living  expenses  and  betting  transactions. 

The  Official  Receiver :  Again,  Mr.  Booth,  I  ask  you  how  do  you 
attempt  to  justify  that  expenditure  ?  Why  did  you  not  pay  your 
creditors  as  far  as  you  could  ? — I  called  a  meeting,  and  made  them 
an  offer. 

They  refused  the  offer,  and  you  went  on  spending  the  money  in 
racing  ? — Yes. 

Do  you  attempt  to  justify  that  ? — No. 

Examination  continued :  In  or  about  November,  1898,  he  pur- 
chased for  250?.  another  business,  carried  on  at  31  High  Street. 
Sutton,  and  expended  about  130?.  in  refitting  the  shop  and 
making  alterations  to  the  premises.  That  business  he  sold  in 
June,  1899,  for  375?.  Then,  in  or  about  July,  1898,  he  entered 
into  a  contract  to  purchase  for  200?.  a  business  cairied  on  at 
5  Lonsdale  Terrace,  Kew  Gardens,  but,  after  having  paid  5?.  on 
account  of  the  purchase-money,  he  declined  to  complete,  and 
claimed  the  return  of  the  amount  paid  on  the  ground  that  the 
takings  were  not  as  represented.  The  vendor  brought  an  action 
against  him,  claiming  damages  for  breach  of  contract.  Witness 
defended  the  action  to  a  certain  point,  but  in  November,  1898,  he 
allowed  judgment  to  go  against  him  by  default,  and  the  damages 
were  assessed  at  153?.  His  insolvency  was  mainly  due  to  his 
profits  during  the  past  three  years  having  been  insufficient  to 
meet  his  household  and  personal  expenses,  to  law  costs,  to  liability 
for  damages  and  costs  in  the  matter  of  the  Lonsdale  Terrace  con- 
tract, to  losses  by  betting,  and  to  interest  on  borrowed  money. 
This  was  his  first  failure. 

There  was  no  opposition  on  the  part  of  creditors,  and  the  ex- 
'  animation  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 
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Re  Paul  Villain,  Goswell  Road,  E.C.,  Soap-manufacturer  and 
Inventor. 

At  a  sitting  of  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  held  on  Tuesday, 
October  23,  before  Mr.  Registrar  Linklater,  this  debtor  applied  to 
pass  his  public  examination  upon  accounts  showing  total  liabilities 
1,137  15s.  2d.  (unsecured,  1,0197,  0s.  2d.),  and  assets  257.  Ques- 
tioned by  Mr.  Wildy  (Official  Receiver),  the  debtor  stated  that  he 
was  a  French  subject,  and  for  three  years  prior  to  December, 
1894,  he  carried  on  business  in  partnership  in  perfumes,  soaps, 
&c,  at  Lisle.    He  retired  from  that  business  at  the  end  of  1894, 
receiving  2007.  for  his  interest  therein,  and  came  to  this  country. 
During  the  next  three  years  he  acted  as  manager  to  a  firm  of 
soap-manufacturers  at  Warrington  at  a  salary  of  3007.  a  year.  In 
December,  1897,  he  left  that  firm,  and  received  5007.  for  his 
interest  in  an  invention  for  soap  improvements  which  he  had 
brought  out.    His  next  appointment  was  as  manager  to  Messrs. 
Roger  Leban  &  Co.,  Pentonville  Road,  and  was  made  subject  to 
his  taking  2507.  shares  in  that  company.    He  took  up  the  shares, 
and  held  the  post  of  manager  until  the  company  went  into 
voluntary  liquidation  in  April,  1898,  and  he  lost  his  2507.  The 
business  was  purchased  from  the  liquidator  by  the  Maypole  Soap 
Company,  and  witness  continued  to  manage  it  until  that  company 
went  into  voluntary  liquidation  in  June,  1899.    He  next  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  account  at  264  Goswell  Road  as  a 
manufacturer  of  perfumes  and  soaps,  being  financed  by  Mr. 
Sandilands,   the  petitioning  creditor,  who  now  claimed  4797. 
Witness's  wife  carried  on  business  as  a  wholesale  perfumer  in  the 
north  of  London,  and  when  he  started  at  Goswell  Road  she 
supplied  him  with  a  stock  of  perfumes,  for  which  he  now  owed 
lier  2007.    Under  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Sandilands  that 
gentleman  in  consideration  for  his  advances  was  to  have  one-half 
of  the  profits,  but  there  was  no  partnership  between  them.  In 
May  last  witness  provisionally  protected  an  invention  for  pro- 
ducing in  tablet  soaps  the  photographs  of  celebrated  persons,  and 
proposed  to  put  it  on  the  market  in  relation  to  the  South  African 
war  by  means  of  portraits  of  our  leading  generals  serving  in  it. 
The  Patriotic  Soap  Company  (Limited)  was  formed,  with  capital 
of  5007.,  to  exploit  this.    The  company  employed  witness  as  its 
managing  director  at  a  salary  of  1507.  a  year.    He  attributed  his 
failure  to  loss  in  connection  with  the  Goswell  Road  business,  and 
■excess  of  expenses  over  earnings.    He  became  aware  of  his  insol- 
vency when  he  lost  the  2507.  in  Roger  Leban  it  Co.  in  October, 
1898.    The  examination  was  ordered  to  be  concluded. 


Alette, 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Heys,  A.,  and  Grant,  G.  C,  under  the  style  of  Heys  & 
Grant,  Colne,  surgeons. 

SVZaudsley,  £.,  and  Forshaw,  J.,  under  the  style  of 
Maudsley  it  Forshaw.  Accrington,  mineral-water  manu- 
facturers. 

Iffesbitt,  C.  D..^and  "Wiley,  A.  O.,  under  the  style  of 
Nesbitt  &  Wiley,  Cambridge  Terrace  and  Devonshire 
Terrace,  Hyde  Park,  W.,  general  medical  practitioners. 

Scottish  Bankrupts. 

Petition  foe  Cessio. 
Miller  &   Co.,  Bilbao  Chemical  Woiks,  46  Bilbao  Street, 
Polmadie,  Glasgow,   chemical   manufacturers.    To  be  exa- 
mined  in   the   chambers   of   Sheriff-Substitute   Mr.  Fyfe, 
County  Buildings,  Glasgow,  November  8,  at  10  o'clock. 


Beeoa  of  arrangement 


Burnett,  William,  72  Nugget  Street,  Oldham,  and  327  Wal- 
worth Road,  London,  S.E.,  chemist  and  druggist.  Dated, 
October  10  ;  filed,  October  17.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
5397.  lis.  lOd. ;  estimated  net  assets,  1507.  Composition  of 
4s.  in  the  pound,  payable  on  or  before  February  1, 1901.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£     s.  d. 

Evans  &  Co.,  Liverpool   121    0  0 

Harrison,  C,  Manchester   23    0  0 

Heath  Brothers,  Manchester    12    0  0 

Hockin,  Wilson  it  Co.,  Salford   10    0  0 

Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester...      37    0  0 

Riley,  John,  Pendleton    17    0  0 

Sanderson,  A.  it  Co.,  Hull    19    0  0 

Sleigh,  R.,  Stalybridge    70    0  0 

Willis  it  Roberts,  Manchester   21    0  0 

Woolley,  J.  it  Co.,  Manchester   26    0  0 


Thomas,  John  Henry,  and  Ernest  William  Clark, 

trading  as  "  Thomas  it  Clark,"  Earl  Street,  Birmingham,  and 
residing  at  24  Douglas  Road,  Handsworth,  aerated-water 
manufacturers.  Trustee,  Charles  F.  Sharp,  Colmorc  Row, 
Birmingham,  accountant.  Secured  creditors,  367.  Dated, 
October  9;  filed,  October  16.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
6187.  7s.  lfZ. :  estimated  net  assets,  7077.  5s.  4(7.  The  following 
are  amongst  the  creditors  :  — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

AugloContinental   Chemists'  Company, 

London   

21 

0 

0 

Boake,  Roberts  it  Co.,  London  ... 

10 

0 

0 

Bratby   it   Hinchliffe    (Limited),  Man- 

chester 

69 

0 

0 

Breffet  it  Co.,  Castleford  

71 

0 

0 

Hassall  it  Co.,  London 

12 

0 

0 

Lumb  it  Co.,  Castleford   

13 

0 

0 

Meadowcroft  it  Sons,  Blackburn  ... 

10 

0 

0 

Saccharin  Corporation,  London  ... 

10 

0 

0 

Stevenson  &  Howell,  London 

19 

0 

0 

Duckering,  Emma  Sarah,  55  Castle  Street,  Roseville, 
Coseley,  Sedgley,  trading  as  a  druggist.  Trustee,  Henry  H. 
Richards,  Devonshire  Chambers,  Lichfield  Street,  Wolver- 
hampton, auctioneer.  Dated,  October  16  ;  filed,  October  20. 
Liabilities  unsecured,  657.;  estimated  nei  assets,  507.  The 
following  are  scheduled  as  creditors:  — 

£    s.  d. 

Edwards,  W.,  Coseley    10    0  0 

Taylor,  T.,  Coseley  12    0  0 

Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry    11    0  0 


Iftew  Companies  &  Company  mewa. 

Vegetable  Meat  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5,0007.,  in  17. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  A. 
Dogliani  as  the  Vegetable  Meat  Company,  at  37  Old  Compton 
Street,  W.,  macaroni,  itc,  manufacturers  and  msrchants,  also  take 
power  to  trade  as  chemists.  Registered  office,  37  Old  Compton 
Street,  Soho,  W. 

Kronthal  Waters  (Limited). — Capital  20,0007.,  in  17.  shares. 
Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  Kronthal,  in  the 
Taunus,  in  Hesse  Nassau,  by  the  Kronthal  Company  (Limited), 
and  the  Krontlialer  Mineral  Quellen,  Betriebs  Gesellschaft,  and 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  mineral-water  manufacturers  and 
merchants,  &c.  The  first  directors  are  Col.  A.  FitzGreorge, 
W.  Bowstead,  and  A.  Cameron.  Qualification,  2007.  Remunera- 
tion, one  guinea  each  per  meeting  attended. 

Thanet  Sufeb-aebation  (Limited). — Capital  12,0007.,,  in  17. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  from  Super-aeration  (Limited1,  the 
benefit  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  of  a  licence  relating  to  certain 
existing  inventions  for  drawing  off  or  dispensing  aerated  liquids, 
and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  E.  W.  Wastall  and  H.  J.  Ether- 
ington.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors. 
Qualification,  100  shares.  Remuneration,  10  per  cent,  of  the  net 
profits,  after  10  per  cent,  is  paid  (minimum,  2507.  per  annum, 
divisible). 

"  Netbol  "  Synd.  (Limited). — Capital  2,0007.,  in  100  preference 
shares  of  107  each,  960  preference  shares  of  17.  each,  and  40  founders' 
shares  of  17.  each.  Objects  :  To  acquire  the  secret  process  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  cleansing  preparation  called  "  Netrol,''  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  chemical  manufacturers,  wholesale  and 
retail  chemists,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are :  C.  O.  Schimmer, 
93  Aldersgate  Street',  E.C.,  merchant;  M.  D.  Lehmann,  93  Alders- 
gate  Street,  E.C.,  merchant;  J.  F.  Koch,  10  Lothair  Road, 
Harringay,  N.,  secretary;  L.  Morse,  32  Queen  Victoria  Street, 
E.C.,  accountant ;  W.  W.  Brydon,  93  Lee  Road,  Blackheath, 
merchant ;  F.  I.  Baker,  Toppesfield,  Friern  Barnet  Road,  N., 
clerk  ;  and  H.  G.  A.  Hogg,  8  Fonthill  Road,  N.,  clerk.  The  first 
directors  are:— E.  F.  Bideleux.  C.  O.  Schimmer,  and  M.  D. 
Lehmann.  Qualification,  257.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the 
company. 

G.  L.  Gbeenwood  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  5,0007.,  in  57. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by  G.  L. 
Greenwood  and  J.  T.  Longbottom,  as  G.  L.  Greenwood  &  Co.,  at 
Keighley,  Yorks,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
and  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists,  patent-medicine  vendors, 
tobacconists,  &c.  The  first  subscribers  are: — G.  L.Greenwood, 
76  Hainworth  Wood  Road,  Keighley,  chemist ;  Minnie  R.  Howells, 
11  Barlow  Terrace,  Keighley,  clerk ;  Mary  H.  Howells,  11  Barlow 
Terrace,  Keighley,  clerk ;  J.  W.  Wilcock,  Roseville,  Pudsey, 
grocer ;  J.  M.  Rishworth,  Kirk  Ella  Hull,  corn  miller ;  John  T. 
Longbottom,  Utley,  Keighley,  wholesale  druggist;  and  C.  F.  W. 
Rishworth,  High  Utley,  corn  miller.  The  first  directors  are  : — 
G.  L.  Greenwood,  J.  T.  Longbottom,  J.  W.  Wilcock,  C.  F.  W. 
Rishworth,  and  J.  M.  Rishworth.    Qualification  1007.  Remunera 
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tion  as  fixed  by  the  company.  Registered  office,  4  Back  Burling- 
ton Buildings,  Keighley,  Yorks. 


A  Rumoured  Amalgamation. — There  is  some  talk  in 
Manchester  commercial  circles  of  a  probable  amalgamation 
of  the  Salt  Union  with  the  United  Alkali  Company. 

Castner-Kellner  Alkali. — The  directors  announce  an 
interim  dividend  on  the  original  capital,  as  well  as  on  the 
new  capital  allotted  to  the  shareholders  of  the  Aluminium 
Company,  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum  for  the  six 
months  ended  September  30. 

Scott-Vogt  Chemical  Company  (Limited). — In  the 
Court  of  Session,  Edinburgh,  on  October  24,  the  Judges  of 
the  First  Division  gave  authority  to  a  joint  minute  in  a 
petition  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Galbraith,  liquidator  of  this  company, 
by  which  the  liquidator's  deliverances  on  the  claims  of 
certain  creditors  of  the  company  have  been  approved. 

St.  Cuthbert's  Co-operative  Association  (Limited). 
— The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  association 
was  held  at  Edinburgh  on  October  23.  There  was  an 
attendance  of  fully  1,000  members.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  on  the  report  the  Chairman  said  the  drug-depart- 
ment at  Bread  Street,  which  had  only  been  started  shortly 
before  their  last  half-yearly  meeting,  was  doing  fairly  well. 

Slack's  Mineral-water  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
5,C00/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  as  a  going 
concern  the  business  carried  on  by  W.  H.  Hopkinson  and  J. 
H.  Barrick  at  Doncaster,  Yorks,  as  Slack's  Executors,  and  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  mineral,  aerated  and  medicinal  water 
manufacturers  and  merchants,  sauce  manufacturers,  chemists, 
rrysalters,  bottle,  glass,  and  stopper  manufacturers,  &c. 
Registered  office,  St.  Sepulchre  Gate,  Doncaster. 

Spratt's  Patent  (America).  —  The  annual  general 
meeting  of  Spratt's  Patent  (America)  (Limited)  was  held  on 
October  23,  at  the  offices,  24  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.  Mr.  R. 
Baelz,  the  chairman,  presided,  and  said  that  the  net  profit, 
after  deducting  debenture  interest  and  reserve  for  bad  debts, 
was  150Z.  in  excess  of  that  for  the  previous  year.  Their  gross 
profits  were  1.000Z.  larger.  Of  the  debentures  they  issued 
last  year,  10,0C0£.  had  been  applied  for  and  allotted.  The 
sales  for  the  first  five  months  of  the  current  year  showed  a 
continuous  increase,  and  they  hoped  to  recommend  a  small 
dividend  on  the  reduced  capital.  The  report  was  adopted. 
On  the  motion  of  the  chairman  a  resolution  was  passed 
dividing  the  shares  into  60,000  shares  of  11.  each. 

Condal  Water  Company. — An  extraordinary  general 
meeting  of  the  shareholders  of  this  company  was  recently 
held  at  the  offices  of  the  company,  when  it  was  resolved  to 
sell  the  business  to  the  "  Condal  Water  1900  (Limited),"  and 
that  the  company  be  voluntarily  wound  up  with  Mr.  H.  S. 
Norris  as  liquidator.  This  resolution  was  duly  confirmed, 
and  Mr.  Norris  has  now  completed  the  arrangements  for 
making  a  market  in  the  shares  of  the  new  company  at  par 
value.  Mr.  N.  M.  Ogle,  accountant,  Worcester  House, 
Walbrook,  and  Mr.  R.  D.  Preston  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
Browning,  Todd  &  Co.,  2  Royal  Exchange,  E.C.,  are  acting 
as  trustees.  A  form  of  agreement  has  been  sent  out  to  the 
shareholders  for  the  pooling  of  their  shares  in  whole  or  part, 
the  agreement  being  that  they  will  take  the  average  price 
per  share  obtained  for  all  that  are  pooled. 

Homocea  (Limited). — Mr.  Henry  D.  Brandreth,  writing 
to  us  from  Birkenhead,  gives  his  version  of  the  resuscitation 
of  Homocea  (Limited).    He  fays:  — 

When  I  found  that  from  all  appearances  it  was  doomed,  I  pro- 
posed a  scheme  in  June,  1898,  to  the  late  board  of  directors,  where- 
by the  preference  dividend  would  be  practically  guaranteed.  The 
board  opposed  this,  and  every  other  proposal  I  brought  forward. 
In  September  of  that  year,  seeing  the  conditions  of  affairs  seemed 
hopeless  and  strong  action  was  necessary,  I  wrote  and  asked  Mr. 
Mtakin  to  meet  rr.e  at  the  First  Avenue  Hotel.  I  pointed  out  the 
position  of  affairs  to  him,  and  asked  him  to  see  Mr.  Huntington 
Stone,  I  undertaking  to  give  all  assistance  in  my  power.  Mr. 
Meakin  saw  Mr.  Stone  and  I  was  requested  to  see  Mr.  Stone's 
broker,  which  I  did,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him.  I  was  then 
asked  to  meet  Mr.  Jennings,  the  present  chairman  of  the  com- 
pany, who  is  a  friend  of  Mr.  Stone's.  Mr.  Jennings  suggested  that 
a  committee  of  inspection  should  be  appointed,  and  I  heartily 


concurred  ;  further,  every  one  acting  on  that  committee  was- 
approved  by  me  before  being  asked  to  join.  I  qualified  both  Mr. 
Huntington  Stone's  broker  as  well  as  Mr.  Jennings's  with  shares, 
so  that  they  could  attend  the  meeting  of  the  company.  I  backed 
them  up  with  some  60,0C0  shares  which  I  controlled,  without 
which  nothing  could  have  been  done,  and  after  the  reorganisation 
was  carried  through,  I  also  qualified  each  director  with  shares. 

Rather  ancient  history  now,  but  not  so  ancient  as  to  lack 
interest. 

A.  F.  Pears  (Limited).—  The  eighth  ordinary  general 
meeting  of  this  company  was  held  on  October  24,  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant,  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Barratt  (Chairman) 
presiding.  (Full  particulars  of  the  annual  report  will  be 
found  in  our  issue  of  October  20,  page  663.) 

The  Chairman,  after  referring  to  the  10-per-cent.  dividend 
to  ordinary  shareholders  and  5  per  cent,  to  the  deferred 
shareholders,  spoke  of  the  increase  of  business  during  the 
past  year  and  the  success  of  the  branch  opened  at  Chicago. 
Pears'  Annual  had  now  the  largest  circulation  of  any  1*. 
pictorial  in  the  world,  450,000  copies  having  been  sold  during 
the  present  year.  It  was  a  very  valuable  advertising-medium. 
As  to  the  general  business,  owing  to  the  great  popularity  of 
Pears'  soap,  and  the  very  keen  competition  existing  amongst 
dealers  in  it,  it  was  unfortunately  marked  down  by  the; 
retailer  to  but  very  little  over  its  wholesale  cost-price,  with 
the  result  that  some  retailers  endeavoured  to  foist  some- 
thing else  on  the  public,  and  some,  not  too  scrupulous,  made 
statements  which  were  false  respecting  its  quality.  Reference 
was  made  to  the  Grand  Prix  obtained  at  the  Paris  Exhibition, 
the  first  time  such  an  award  had  been  made  for  soap,  and  to 
26,000?.  having  been  spent  on  new  plant  and  buildings  at 
Islewortb.  After  a  complimentary  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Barratt  and  Mr.  Andrew  Pears,  Mr.  Byas  was  re-elected  a 
director.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  directors  generally, 
acknowledged  by  the  Chairman  in  a  happy  speech,  brought 
the  proceedings  to  an  end. 

San  Pablo  Nitrate. — The  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
San  Pablo  Nitrate  Company  was  held  on  October  22  at 
Winchester  House,  E.C.  Mr.  Robert  Harvey  presided,  and/ 
in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  recommended  a 
dividend  of  2|  per  cent,  per  annum,  said  that  unfortunately 
at  this  time  last  year  there  was  an  adverse  balance  of  4,275?., 
but  during  the  present  year  their  sales  bad  left  them  with  a 
profit  of  6,270Z.  That  result  placed  them  in  the  position  of 
recommending  on  this  occasion  a  small  dividend.  For  the 
last  two  years  the  nitrate-makers  had  made  most  strenuous- 
efforts  in  order  to  bring  about  a  combination  for  the  limita- 
tion of  the  output.  The  demand  had  been  for  about 
32  000,000  quintals,  and  the  output  had  been  about 
33,000,000  quintals.  The  odd  million  quintals  in  excess  of 
all  the  requirements  of  the  world  had  caused  a  depression, 
which  had  enabled  only  the  very  best  oficinas  to  work,  and 
instead  of  obtaining  a  large  profit  they  had  made  a  most 
meagre  one,  which  was  not  sufficient  as  compensation  for 
working  out  their  mines.  For  past  years  the  great  stumbling- 
block  to  the  combination  had  been  the  difficulty  of  reconciling 
the  nitrate-maker  to  his  quota  of  the  gross  proceeds  and  to 
that  of  his  neighbour.  The  administrator  of  the  nitrate  com- 
bination in  Iquique  had  calculated  out  the  list  of  quotas 
for  each  individual,  and  had  told  him  privately  without 
allowing  him  to  know  how  much  his  neighbour  had.  He 
had  put  it  forward  that  the  whole  of  the  output  would  be 
31,273,000  quintals,  out  of  which  amount  they  were  to  make 
so  much ;  and,  although  there  were  eighty  producers,  he  had 
been  so  fortunate  in  his  negotiations  as  to  have  induced 
everyone  of  them  to  accept  their  quota,  in  happy  ignorance 
of  what  his  neighbour  had.  On  Saturday  last  there  was  sc 
general  meeting  at  Iquique  in  order  to  sign  the  public 
documents  of  the  combination,  which  was  to  last  for  five 
years  from  April  1  next,  and  the  meeting  was  unanimous- 
in  every  detail  but  one.  He  felt  certain,  however,  ©» 
Thursday  next,  when  the  permanent  committee  met  in 
England,  it  would  disappear.    The  report  was  adopted. 


The  Medical  Press  will  not  let  Dr.  J.  C.  Mc Walter,  B.A.„ 
M.P.S.I.,  alone.  It  mentions  this  week  that  "the  President 
and  Council  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Ireland 
decline  to  admit  Mr.  McWalter  to  the  Primary  examination- 
for  the  Fellowship  of  the  College." 
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©ur  Sown  traveller. 

MY  visitations  during  the  past  week  or  two  have  been  of  a 
varied  character.  I  have  revelled  in  beautiful  toilet- 
goods,  and  have  been  awed  by  massive  machinery.  But 
everywhere  I  have  heard  hopeful  prophecies  of  good  business 
for  the  future.    Things  seem  to  be  wakiDg  up. 

I  DROPPED  INTO  PARKE,  DAVIS  &  CO.'S 

new  City  offices  at  111  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C.,  one  day. 
Since  the  description  of  the  premises  in  the  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  some  months  ago  the  whole  place  has  got  into 
perfect  working  order,  and  the  showroom  is  an  attractive 
part  thereof,  as  any  new  ideas  which  the  firm  produce  in 
concrete  form  are  to  be  found  there,  as  well  as  samples  of 
Messrs.  Whitall,  Tatum  &  Co.'s  goods.  Of  the  former  the 
first  thing  that  caught  my  eye  was  a  black-leg  vaccination 
outfit,  which  is  specially  interesting  because  it  is  the  com- 
mercial development  of  Pasteur's  first  important  research  in 
the  antitoxin  direction,  for  it  was  his  experiments  in  regard 
to  the  anthrax  of  sheep  which  threw  fresh  light  on  the 
causation  of  epidemic  diseases,  and  opened  the  way  to 
scientific  treatment  of  such  as  are  bacillary  in  origin.  For- 


tunately anthrax  (black-leg  or  quarter-ill)  either  of  cattle  or 
sheep  is  not  common  in  this  country,  but  stock-breeders  in 
our  colonies  dread  it,  and  this  vaccinating-case  of  P.  D.  & 
Co.'s  is  an  article  that  chemists  doing  an  agricultural 
business  should  know  all  about.  The  outfit  consists  of  a 
neat  wooden  box  containing  a  hypodermic  syringe,  funnel, 
measure,  mortar  and  pestle,  and  some  cloth  filters.  The 
vaccine  is  supplied  in  powder  form  which  is  dissolved  in 
water  by  aid  of  the  mortar  as  required,  and  the  instructions 
given  are  such  that  an  intelligent  herdsman  can  vaccinate 


many  head  of  cattle  in  a  morning.  The  cost  of  the  materials 
is  about  l\d.  per  animal.  Mallein,  which  is  now  so  largely 
used  as  a  diagnostic-test  for  glanders,  is  another  of  the  pro- 
ducts largely  manufactured  in  the  P.  D.  &  Co.'s  bacteriolo- 
gical laboratories,  and  of  which  they  cany  stock.  The 
American  sundries  represented  in  the  showroom  include  an 
attractive  series  of  spray-producers  made  by  Messrs.  Whitall, 
Tatum  &  Co.  Two  of  these  we  illustrate,  The  larger  en- 
graving is  of  a  nebuliser  for  oleacecus  sprats.  The  glass 
pear-top  of  this  instrument  is  an  ingenious  device  for  further 


dividing  the  spray  which  flows  out  of  the  container  into  it, 
so  that  it  is  emitted  as  a  subtle  cloud.  The  other  engraving 
is  of  an  exceedingly  compact  throat-atomiser  which  is 
provided  with  an  adjustable  bent  nozzle,  so  that  it  can  be 
used  for  post-nasal  as  well  as  laryngeal  applications.  This  is 
a  powerful  spray  for  its  size. 

No  Travellers. 

"  This  morning,"  said  Mr.  Pike,  manager  to  Messrs.  May, 
Roberts  &  Co.,  Clerkenwell  Road,  E.C.,  after  the  usual 
greetings,  "  we  have  had  the  heaviest  post  ever  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  the  firm." 

"  Which  argues  that  the  coming  Christmas  season  is  going 
to  be  an  extra  busy  one  1 "  I  queried.  "  Well,  I  don't  know 
about  that  exactly,"  was  the  guarded  reply ;  "  I  think  it 
means  that  chemists  are  finding  out  more  and  more  the 
foolishness  of  paying  increased  prices  for  goods  in  order  to 
pay  travellers'  expenses." 

This  is  M.  R.  &  Co.'s  strong  point,  and  I  avoided 
debatable  ground  by  turning  attention  to  the  cootents  of  the 
showroom.  There  1  found  nothing  of  startling  novelty,  for, 
as  I  was  told,  "We  are  kept  so  bosy  supplying  the  old  that 
we  have  little  time  to  think  of  the  new."  However,  I  found 
that  the  Christmas  stock  of  perfumes  and  toilet  articles 
would  stand  comparison  with  many  others,  and  the  firm  were 
especially  fortunate  in  attractive  toilet-jars.  Two  of  the 
latter  are  illustrated,  the  first  being  a  most  attractive  article 


in  glass  or  crystal,  fitted  with  a  plated  embossed-metal  cap. 
The  second  is  a  white  opal  toilet-box,  delicately  tinted  green 
round  the  edges  and  gold  decorated.  Another  variety,  about 
double  the  size,  is  embellished  in  pink  and  gold,  and  both 
are  attractive  table-ornaments.  The  M.,  R.  &  Co.  line  of 
winter  specialities  is  well  in  hand,  and  I  noted  a  fresh 
supply  cf  chest-protectors,  indiarubber  hot  water-bottles, 
atomisers,  and  other  cold  weather  necessities,  j 

Natural  Perfumes. 

One  always  finds  something  good,  and  expects  something 
new,  at  Corbyn  Stacey  &  Co.'s,  and  when  I  called  at  the 
Fisher  Street  establish- 
ment I  was  not  surprised 
to  find  several  novelties 
in  Christmas  and  season- 
able perfumes  awaiting 
inspection.  The  "Special 
Floral" Series,  asthename 
implies,  is  composed  of 
perfumes  in  bottles,  bear- 
ing the  names  of  various 
flowers.  These  arc  in 
pretty  cases,  lined  with 
coloured  silks,  and  on  the 
bottle  and  casket  is  a  re- 
presentation of  each  par- 
ticular perfume  in  the 
shape  of  the  special  flower. 
The  prettily  silk -lined 
cases,  the  attractive 
labels,  and  general  get-up 

make  a  very  elegant  line  of  goods,  which  should  sell 
readily.  Perhaps  more  attractive  still  is  the  "Japanese" 
Series,  which  is  illustrated.  In  single  and  double  cases,  with 
embossed  coloured  designs  of  Japanese  dancirg  girls,  the 
bottles  are  nestled  in  beds  of  silk  of  delicate  shading  and 
colours.  New  artistic  labels  to  match,  complete  a  very 
attractive  novelty.  In  the  same  show-case  also  I  noticed  a 
very  pretty  square  Japanese  fabric  casket,  in  colours  atd 
gold  thread,  which  could  not  fail  to  attract  attention. 
Lavender  and  eau-de-Cologne  smelling-salts,  in  square- cut 
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bottles,  adorned  at  the  neck  with  silken  cord,  and  bearing 
embossed  gold  labels,  are  also  this  season's  novelties.  The 
"  Special "  Series  of  perfumes,  with  labels  mostly  floral  for 
all  odours,  and  the  "  Art "  Series,  in  fancy-shaped  bottles, 
with  delicate-coloured  labels,  are  charmingly  varied  enough 
to  afford  scope  for  the  most  fastidious  buyer.  The  "Parisian" 
is  another  style  of  perfume — French,  as  the  name  implies — 
in  mushroom-stoppered  smare  bottles.  These  are  put  up  in 
cases  of  three  colours,  with  the  usual  prettily-designed 
labsls,  of  which  the  firm  make  a  special  feature.  Further 
on  I  saw  novel  shell-shaped  perfume-cases,  others  to  hang 
on  the  Christmas-tree,  and  attractive  caskets  containing  a 
perfume,  soap,  and  toilet-powder — handsome  little  gifts. 
The  "Japanese"  Series,  in  silk -lined  casket  containing  two 
bottles,  with  a  floral  design  of  poppies  and  marguerites  on 
gold  ground,  and  the  "  Real  Violet  "  Series  of  one,  two,  or 


three  bottles  were  rest  noticed,  together  with  a  splendid 
show  of  parfumes  put  up  in  less  expansive  style.  The  firm's 
perf time-stand — in  the  shape  of  a  liqueur-case — will  this 
season  be  made  in  two  distinct  patterns  in  ebony  and  light 
oak,  to  the  o*der  and  wish  of  customers.  Turning  to  a 
special  cabicet,  I  was  shown  the  more  expensive  lines  of 
goods — -beautiful  cut-glass  bottles  of  special  design,  in  red, 
apple-green,  and  pink  coloured  leather  cases  lined  with  velvet 
cushions.  Some  of  the  bottles  were  especially  attractive  in 
form,  design,  and  cutting.  The  inspection  of  some  4-oz. 
direct  square  handsome  bottles  with  mushroom  stoppers,  fit 
for  toilet-table  show,  and  of  a  novelty  in  the  shape  of  a 
pyramid-top  pedestal  with  floral  design,  containing  a 
perfume  bottle,  brought  an  interesting  and  profitable  visit 
to  an  end. 

Machinery. 

I  strolled  into  92  Whitecross  Street,  EC,  afterwards,  ar.d 
inspected  Messrs.  Hayward-Tyler  &  Co.'s  exhibition  of 
machinery  for  aerating  water,  wines,  and  kindred  liquids.  I 
found  many  interested  visitors,  and  a  surprising  number  of 
all  kinds  of  machines.  The  newer  patterns  of  aerated-water 
machinery  are  the  "  Bramah  "  and  "  Soudan  "  apparatus, 
capable  of  filling  from  80  to  700  dozen  per  day,  according  to 
size.  These  machines,  I  learned,  are  extensively  used  in  the 
Army  Service,  in  India,  South  Africa,  and  elsewhere,  and 
three  have  been  shipped  for  the  use  of  the  troops  in  China. 
Various  minor  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  bottling 
machines.  The  Macdonnel's  patei  t  sLeam-driven  machine 
has,  for  instance,  an  ingenious  coik-pressing  arrangement, 
which  causes  the  cork  to  be  put  in  perfectly  straight — an 
even  pressure  on  all  parts  of  the  cork — no  bulging 
out  over  the  top,  and  consequently  no  escape. 
An  aerated-wat  5r  making  firm  well-known  in  pharmacy 
has  been  so  impressed  that  they  have  secured  ten  oE  these 
machines  for  their  own  use.  For  hand-work  the  tube-filling 
machine  seems  the  most  ingenious  and  effective.  In  this 
apparatus  a  tube  is  passed  right  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle 
insile,  and  the  liquid  aerated  from  below  upwards.  This 
should  be  specially  satisfactory  in  liquids  liable  to  froth. 
Howard's  patent  wiring-machine  is  also  worthy  of  inspection 
Directly  the  bottle  is  filled  it  is  fixed  into  this  machine,  and 
a  double-wiring  is   effected  by  one  turn   of  a  handle 


Ferguson's  patent  donble  syphon-filler  is  a  great  saving  in 
time  and  trouble.  Two  syphons  can  be  filled  at  the  same 
time  by  one  man,  with  a  minimum  of  attention  on  the  man's 
part.  The  syphons  are  simply  enclosed  in  the  case,  the  gas 
turned  on,  and  they  fill  themselves. 

Christmas  Perfumery. 

"Ready  for  Christmas  trade?"  exclaimed  Messrs.  F. 
Schutze  &  Co.'s  manager  on  my  recent  visit  to  87  Southwark 
Street,  S.E.,  "Well,  I  think  we  are.  We  have  about  a  ton 
of  perfume  in  the  place,  and  we  seem 
likely  to  get  rid  of  it  all,  too."  I  was 
staggered ;  for  I  am  not  yet  accus- 
tomed to  thinking  in  tons,  especially  with 
regard  to  perfumes.  So  I  looked  around 
me,  and  immediately  became  covetous. 
The  new  perfume  caskets  this  year 
appear  to  be  prettier  than  ever.  At  least 
they  each  possess  elements  of  novelty. 
I  had  several  dreams  in  pink  silk,  em- 
broidered in  rich-gilt  trimmings  arrayed 
before  me,  but  was  quite  unable  to 
decide  which  was  the  prettiest.  They 
were  all  so  nice,  and  the  new  gilt 
ring  and  knob  on  the  top  of  each  box 
adds  to  the  general  richness,  and  is 
the  predominant  novelty.  Single,  double, 
and  treble  bottled  caskets  succeeded 
each  other,  and  my  desires  inclined 
towards  an  ivorine-paper  box,  with  a 
finely-executed  basket  of  flowers  (in 
colours)  on  the  top,  until  I  beheld 
a  square  casket,  with  old-world  dames  and  mincing 
gentlemen  dancing  minuets  on  the  lid,  and  two  cut-glass 
bottles  of  perfume  in  yellow  silk  linings  inside,  the  inside 
top  lid  having  besides  a  silk-framed  mirror  which  stood 
out  and  kept  open  the  casket.  The  biggest  seller,  my 
guide  told  me,  is,  however,  a  box  covered  in  Japanese  cloth 
with  good-luck  symbols  on  the  top  (horseshoe,  heart,  &c.) 
embossed  in  gold.  This  line  may  be  had  in  various  sizes, 
and  is  very  popular.  Spring-back  lids  appear  to  be  the  rule, 
and  baskets  (containing  perfumes  and  soap)  are  still  much 
asked  for.  These  baskets  are  mostly  strong  and  serviceable, 
and  may  be  used  afterwards  as  work-baskets  by  industrious 
female  owners.  The  new  Eau  de  Cologne — "gegeniiber 
dem  Hansa  Platz  " — which  we  illustrate,  has  caught  on  I 
was  told,  and  celluloid  toilet-boxes,  with  a  little  carved 
figure  set  on  the  lid  (elephant,  nigger,  flower,  according  to 
choice),  are  new  and  likely  to  take.  A  big  show  of  cut-glass 
bottles  is  also  made,  and  a  new  tantalus  perfume-stand  in 
English  oak,  with  nickel  fittings,  has  a  receptacle  for 
jewellery. 

An  Electric-lighting  Improvement. 
I  was  invited  to  see  a  new  system  of  electric-lighting 
irstallation  this  week  at  the  factory  of  the  Electric-lighting 
Boards  (Limited),  18  Dean  Street,  Soho,  W.  The  invention 
consists  of  preparing  surfaces  so  that  they  are  sensitive,  so 
to  speak,  all  over,  and  make  electrical  contact  with  an  in- 
candescent light  stuck  anywhere  on  the  surface.  The 
"electric-lighting  board"  is  made  by  embedding  a  network 
of  copper  wire  in  an  insulating-material  composed  of 
asbestos  and  indiarubber.  The  lamps  used  are  provided 
with  two  spikes  which  are  stuck  into  the  insulating-surface, 
and  make  contact  with  the  conducting  material  beneath. 
The  copper  wires  are  connected  with  the  electric-supply 
current  as  usual.  The  idea  is  applied  also  to  strips  of  the 
material  and  to  flexible  cable.  There  are  several  ways  in 
which  the  invention  would  be  of  service  to  pharmacists. 
For  instance,  if  the  floor  of  a  shop- window  were  covered  with 
the  material,  lamps  could  be  stuck  in  wherever  required,  or 
if  strips  of  the  material  were  inlaid  in  the  sides  of  the 
window,  lamps  could  be  changed  with  ease  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  window-display.  If  the  walls  of  an  operating- 
theatre  had  strips  of  the  sensitive  material  running  round 
them,  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  be  able  to  alter  or 
concentrate  light  in  particular  directions.  There  were 
many  applications  of  the  light  on  view  at  the  factory,  and  it 
will  be  instructive  to  watch  the  progress  of  what  is  un- 
doubtedly an  excellent  idea. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS  — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest 


More  Givwing. 

Sir, — Will  my  correspondents  rc  stramonium-seeds  have  a 
little  patience.  The  number  of  applications  has  been  so 
numerous  that  the  ripe  capsules  are  exhausted,  but  more  are 
to  follow.  If  an  index  of  (he  popularity  of  your  journal  was 
required  it  is  here  evidenced.  The  lttters  have  come  from 
all  quarters  of  the  British  Isles,  showing  the  interest  that 
pharmacists  take  in  the  growing  of  indigenous  and  other 
medicinal  herbs.  Yours  faithfully, 

Brandwood  End.  F.  H.  Alcock. 

More  about  Capillus. 

Sir, — A  lady  brought  in  a  circular  she  had  received  about 
Capillus  (10.v.  a  bot.)  to  see  if  I  could  recommend  it.  I  had 
not  heard  of  its  source  at  that  time,  but  noticing  in  the  cir- 
cular a  certificate  from  Marshall's  (Limited),  I  said  I  knew 
that  firm,  and  did  business  with  them.  She  gave  us  the 
order,  which  I  posted  to  a  London  Patent  house,  who 
obtained  it  and  charged  9s.  9d  net.  The  same  day  I  saw 
what  Truth  said  as  noted  in  this  week's  C.  <y  D.  I  wrote 
both  Capillus  and  Marshall's,  and  attached  are  their  replies. 
My  customer  says  a  trial  bottle  can  be  got  for  6s. 

Your-,  &c, 

Capped.    (219  57.) 

Replying  to  your  favour,  you  ran  hardly  expect  us  to  make  very 
much  reduction  on  one  bottle  of  Capillus.  If  you  will  send  for 
one  dozen  we  will  let  you  have  it  at  a  reduction  of  50  per  cent,  in 
the  price,  or  if  you  think  a  dozen  would  be  too  many  for  you  we 
would,  as  an  encouragement  for  you  to  commence,  make  the 
quantity  half  a  dozen  bottles. 

I  hope  you  will  see  from  this  that  there  is  some  desire  on  our 
part  to  encourage  business.       Yours  faithfully, 

Ward  Chemical  Company. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  yours  of  yesterday,  and  t  am  naturally  very' 
much  annoyed  that  our  name  should  be  used  as  a  lever  to  obtain 
such  enormous  prices.  The  circumstances  under  which  the 
statement  was  obtained  from  us  I  will  not  at  the  present  go  into, 
but  it  is  one  of  our  preparations  to  which  the  advertiser  has  added 
his  own  name  and  advertising  skill.  We  are  putting  up  the  same 
preparation  under  another  name,  which  is  being  sold  at  2s.  with  a 
handsome  margin  for  retailers.  Unfortunately  I  cannot  stay  the 
use  of  our  name.  Faithfully  yours, 

E.  Marshall. 

The  following  letter  is  published  in  this  week's  Truth  : — 

Regent  House,  Regent  Street, 

London,  W.,  October  19,  1903. 
Dear  Sir, — "We  regret  (o  find  that  the  man  Pointing,  referred 
to  on  page  9C6  of  this  week's  Truth,  is  still  using  the  address 
233a  Regent  Street,  for  advertising  his  nostrums. 

Although  he  held  rooms  here  on  lease,  I  decided,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  objectionable  nature  of  his  business,  to  give  him 
peremptory  notice  to  quit,  with  the  result  that  he  removed  a 
month  ago  to  other  premises  in  Regent  Street.  It  is  extremely 
annoying  to  us  to  find  that  this  man  is  still  advertising  from  this 
address.  Yours  truly, 

Hitchings  (Limited). 
(T.  H.  Brooke- Hitching,  Managing  Director.) 

[We  observe  that  the  Ward  Chemical  Company  attaches  printed 
slips  to  correspondence  notifying  the  change  of  address  to  another 
part  of  Regent  Street. — Editor.] 

Assistants'  League. 

Sir, — The  letter  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering  of  the  C.A.U.  in 
your  issue  of  the  13th  inst.  has  brought  to  my  mind  a 
suggestion  which  has  more  than  once  been  urged  in  these 
columns,  and  which  has  an  important  bearing  on  the  company 
question.  It  is  that  a  "  league  "  (for  want  of  a  better  word) 
be  formed  among  assistants,  members  of  which  pledge 


themselves  not  to  take  situations  in  those  company-phar- 
macies whose  existence  is  an  evasion  of  the  law,  aud  who  are 
doing  so  much  harm  t  >  legitimate  chemists.  These  companies 
must  have  qualified  men,  and  therefore  qualified  men  have 
the  key  to  the  situation.  If,  when  a  man  passes  the  Minor 
he  is  ready  for  the  sake  of  shorter  hours,  &c,  to  go  to  a 
company-pharmacy,  he  is  really  preparing  a  rod  for  his  own 
back,  hut  if  he  abstains  from  so  doiDg,  he  is  making  it  more 
dittieult  for  these  classes  of  business  to  be  carried  on.  I 
think  the  matter  appeals  especially  to  our  young  assistants, 
because  it  is  a  serious  thing  for  a  middle-aged  man,  who 
may  have  been  for  some  years  in  a  drug-store,  to  think  of 
giving  up  bis  situation.  To  put  the  matter  in  a  practical 
form,  I  would  suggest  that  the  C.A.U.  (for  it  seems  the  best 
organisation  for  the  purpose)  send  out  circulars  urging 
assistants  to  join  the  league,  and  also  agreements  for  them 
to  sign.  Those  doing  so  should  then  be  given  a  card  of 
membership,  a  nominal  charge  being  made  for  the  same, 
which  would  cover  the  cost  of  stamps,  stationery,  &c.  One 
advantage  accruing  to  members,  would  be  that  when  the 
league  was  fairly  strong,  masters  would,  I  think,  prefer  to 
engage  a  league  man  to  an  outsider.  Both  qualified  and 
unqualified  assistants  could  be  enrolled,  and  I  venture  to 
think  that  if  the  matter  were  carried  out  with  spirit,  great 
good  would  result.  Doubtless  Mr.  Pickering  will  say,  Why 
not  ask  assistants  to  join  the  CA.U.  at  once?  The  answer 
is  very  simple — the  majority  of  men  would  consider  the 
subscription  too  high  for  the  apparently  slight  advantages 
offered  by  the  Association.  Yours  truly, 

Fortior.  (222/4.) 

The  Arbroath  Association. 

Sir, — I  observe  in  your  issue  of  October  20,  a  correspon- 
dent, in  the  most  scurrilous  manner  possible,  writes  regard- 
ing the  death  of  the  above  Association.  Whoever  he  is,  he 
certainly  lacks  discretion.  As  a  supporter  of  the  Association 
since  its  start  I  can  conscientiously  say,  if  it  is  dead,  it  is 
entirely  through  the  fault  of  the  master  chemists  in  the  town 
not  doing  their  duty  in  encouraging  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  your  correspondent  is  one  of  the  delinquents. 

I  am,  &c, 

Duty.  (219/55.) 

Sir, — I  was  much  surprised  to  see  in  last  week's  "  C.  &  D." 
another  item  on  the  "  Arbroath  Chemists'  Assistants'  and 
Apprentices'  Association  "  which  seems  to  throw  the  whole 
responsibility  of  failure  of  the  Association  on  Mr.  Bennett's 
shoulders,  and  if  responsibility  rests  with  anyone  that  one  is 
certainly  not  Mr.  Bennett.  As  president  of  the  Society  he 
worked  hard  for  the  welfare  of  the  members,  and  was  backed 
up  by  all  the  local  medical  men,  chemists,  and  those  connected 
with  the  trade,  with  one  exception.  The  failure  of  the 
association,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  is  wholly  due  to  the  dearth  of 
apprentices  ;  as  chemists  now  employ  assistants  there  is  not 
at  present  half  so  many  apprentices  in  the  town  as  there  wyere 
two  years  ago,  when  the  society  was  started. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Spero.  (222/90.) 

Divisional  Secretaries. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Poetical  "  gives  some  timely 
advice  regarding  the  choice  of  local  secretaries.  May  I  be 
permitted  to  suggest  that,  in  addition  to  being  alert  and 
having  leisure,  the  chosen  men  should  also  have  a  respect  for 
the  Pharmacy  Act  1  I  have  known  local  secretaries  who  had 
branches  under  unqualified  management,  and  one  who 
annually  went  for  a  month's  holiday  leaving  an  apprentice 
in  charge.  It  is  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  the  Society 
to  be  represented  by  such  men  since  they  must  prevent  them 
from  taking  steps  to  have  enforced  an  Act  which  they  con- 
tinuously break.  Yours  &c, 

Common  Tatur.  (220/50.) 

Co-operation  for  Photographic  Supplies. 

Sir, — Many  times  during  the  season  I  have  had  the 
experience  of  fellow-photographic  dealers,  who  in  recent 
issues  of  your  valued  paper  have  laid  their  grievances  before 
us  in  respect  to  the  manner  in  which  they  are  treated  by 
photographic  houses.  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
these  firms  are  all  alike,  for  with  their  unreasonable  delays 
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in  goods  marked  "to  follow,"  "cannot  supply  at  present," 
"cannot  obtain,"  "short  of,"  and  various  other  vexatious 
ways  they  fairly  lick  creation.  It  struck  me  the  other  day 
why  not  form  a  Chemists'  Photographic  Supply  Associa- 
tion on  lines  similar  to  Camwal,  which  would,  I  am  sure,  be 
in  a  great  measure  a  remedy  to  combat  the  existing  state  of 
affairs  in  being  able  to  meet  the  demands  and  grievances  of 
the  large  army  of  chemist  dealers.  The  photographic  trade 
is  not  cut :  we  get  the  prices  we  ask,  and  for  sundries  they 
are  very  remunerative.  The  dealer's  business  is  progressing 
year  by  year  ;  we  cater  for  an  ever-increasing  trade,  why 
cannot  chemists  combine  and  start  an  association  for  them- 
selves, each  taking  a  share  in  the  development  ?  Many 
chemists,  especially  those  in  the  provinces,  look  to  this  side- 
line not  only  to  pay  rates  and  taxes,  but  to  give  a  good  slice 
over  for  extension  of  business.  The  advantage  of  buying 
mutually  would  be  great.  We  could  have  our  own  cameras, 
plates,  paper,  &c.  To  my  mind  it  only  needs  co-operation  to 
make  this  an  accomplished  fact.       I  am, 

NUNQUAM.  (212/71.) 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 


213/29.  Apprenticeship. — From  what  you  state,  the  lad's 
apprenticeship  was  to  begin  with  the  month's  trial,  and 
unless  there  was  a  special  agreement  as  to  the  remuneration 
for  that  month  the  rate  of  pay  for  the  period  should  be  that 
of  the  first  year. 

212/32.  Magde. — You  will  find  tli3  poisons  schedule  in  our 
Diary,  page  212. 

207/13.  Tenant  sublets  the  house  over  his  shop  at  a 
specified  yearly  rental,  payable  quarterly.  The  tenant  ha? 
gone  back  in  the  rent,  and  our  correspondent  wishes  to  know 
how  to  get  rid  of  him.  [We  should  think  that  under  the  cir- 
cumstances the  tenancy  is  a  yearly  one,  and  as  our  corre- 
spondent does  not  know  the  date  when  it  commenced  he 
had  better  give  what  is  called  a  continuing  six-months' 
notice.  A  quarter's  notice  in  the  ordinary  form  might 
possib'y  have  the  desired  effect,  but  we  do  not  believe 
that  it  could  be  enforced.] 

209/18.  Belgravia. — The  design  on  the  envelope  is  a  very 
common  one  ;  but  your  wording  is  precisely  similar  to  Henri's, 
and  we  believe  that  he  would  have  good  cause  for  action 
against  you. 

220/4-5.  Seotus. — As  your  label  neither  claims  proprietary 
rights  nor  recommends  the  pills  for  the  relief  of  maladies  it 
does  not  render  the  medicine  liable  to  stamp-duty. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


97/11  (Montserrat)  and  171/69  (J.  R.  S.).— The  Cockroach- 
powder  owes  its  efficacy  to  the  presence  of  arsenic.  It 
contains  about  1  oz.  of  arsenic  in  1  lb.  of  a  basis  resembling 
bath-brick  powder.  The  directions  are  good :  "  Mix  to- 
gether the  contents  of  a  box,  two  boiled  potatoes,  and  a 
tablespoonful  of  sugar,  moistening  with  a  little  water  to 
form  a  soft  paste,  which  spread  on  small  pieces  of  brown 
paper  and  lay  in  the  haunts  of  the  cockroaches  and  black- 
beetles." 

209;59.  Landmor.—We  cannot  undertake  to  estimate  the 
amount  of  "  morphia  and  gin  "  in  your  sample  of  soothing- 
syrup,  the  matter  not  being  of  general  interest. 

205/16.  W.  A.  —  Making  Preserving  powder.  —  You 
will  find  no  difficulty  in  making  this  on  a  large  scale.  The 
powders  are  first  mixed  and  put  aside  to  react,  when  the  mass 
becomes  damp  The  damp  powder  is  spread  in  layers  on 
frames  covered  with  canvas  in  a  drying-closet,  and  when  dry 
lightly  rubbed  in  a  mortar  or  brushed  through  a  coarse  sieve. 


190/1.  Midland  Chemist. — (1)  The  Spraying-solution  for 
incandescent  manlles  is  a  weak  solution  of  boric  acid  in 
diluted  spirit-varnish.  It  is  possible  that  the  action  of  the 
fluid  is  to  form  borates  with  the  oxides  of  the  rare  earths, 
and  so  make  the  mantles  tougher.  You  neglect  to  add 
whether  the  fluid  answers  the  intended  purpose.  (2)  A 
solution  of  silicate  of  soda  painted  on  hams  and  flitches  of 
bacon  prevents  them  deteriorating  whilst  hanging  in  the 
shop.  The  silicate  is  dissolved  in  the  subsequent  cooking- 
operations  to  which  the  hams  are  subjected. 

205  1.  Malt. — The  cloudy  liquid  extract  of  malt  can  be 
cleared  by  filtering  through  a  flannel  bag. 

218/61.  Helena. — We  are  not  aware  that  any  chemical  is 
used  to  whiten  preserved  pears,  but  understand  the  colour  to 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  peeled  pears  were  not  exposed  to 
the  air.  Care  also  is  taken  not  to  overheat  the  syrup  so  as 
to  cause  caramelisation. 

188/65.  Spes. — Solid  Embrocation. — An  embrocation 
made  on  the  following  lines  would  be  suitable  for  putting 
up  in  collapsible  tubes  : — 

Curd  soap      ...       ...       ...       ...  Jij. 

Glycerin   5ij- 

Water   2iviij. 

Turpentine  -sj. 

Strong  ammonia      ...       ...       ...  5j- 

Oil  of  eucalyptus     ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Dissolve  the  shredded  soap  in  the  water  and  glycerin  in  a 
water-bath  and  rub  the  mixture  in  a  mortar  till  till  cold.  After 
standing  some  time  add  the  other  ingredients,  a  little  at  a  time, 
with  constant  stirring. 

%*  We  have  more  replies  in  type. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


221/42.    Address  of  ferro-silicic  acid  makers. 
223/46.    Agents  for  Hayden's  viburnum  compound. 
222/6.    Who  are  the  makers  of  "  Red  Cross "  linseed- 
lozenges  ? 

217/61.  Who  are  the  makers  of,  or  agents  for,  "  Nikita'' 
covers  for  hot-water  bottles  1 


Welcome  to  C.I.V. — Messrs.  Francis  Newbery  &  Sons  will 
close  their  warehouse  at  12  o'clock  on  Saturday,  October  27. 

The  annual  smoker  of  the  Northern  College  of  Pharmacy 
took  place  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Manchester,  on  October  19, 
when  a  good  number  of  past  and  present  students  assembled. 
Mr.  P.  Lawson,  B. Sc.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  a  capital  programme 
was  gone  through,  which  included  solos  by  Messrs.  Clayton, 
Toole,  Turner,  Heywood,  Stringer,  and  Axford,  and  the  duet 
"  Excelsior  "  by  Messrs.  Stringer  and  Heywood,  which  was  warmly 
acknowledged.  The  comic  element  was  supplied  by  Messrs. 
Ashton  and  Howarth.  The  accompanist  was  Mr.  W.  S.  Parker. 
The  proceedings  were  closed  by  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne." 

Rival  Soap  Trade- mabks. — In  the  Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  on  October  25,  Mr.  Justice  Cozens-Hardy 
had  before  him  two  motions  on  behalf  of  the  Vinolia  Company 
(Limited),  asking  that  the  register  of  ^trade-marks  might  be 
rectified  by  expunging  therefrom  marks  Nos.  223,526,  223,527, 
225,557,  and  225,558,  which  had  been  registered  by  Thomas 
Hedley  &  Co.,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  Mr.  Vernon  Smith,  Q.C., 
on  behalf  of  the  applicants,  stated  that  his  clients  had  acquired 
the  registered  words  "Mother  Red  Cap"  and  "White  Cap"  by 
assignment  from  a  company  which  purchased  from  Blondeau  & 
Co.,  and  he  submitted  that  the  trade-marks  were  transmitted 
with  the  goodwill  of  the  business.  In  October  last  year  the 
applicants  applied  to  register  the  words  "  White  Cap,"  and  then 
they  found  the  repondents  had  registered  the  word  "  Nightcap  " 
for  soap  generally.  He  submitted  that  the  mark  registered  by  the 
respondents  so  nearly  resembled  that  of  the  applicants  as  to  be 
calculated  to  deceive,  and  that  it  ought  therefore  not  to  remain  on 
the  register.  Mr.  T.  Terrell,  Q.C.,  for  the  respondents,  contended 
that  no  goodwill  passed  with  the  business  which  the  applicants 
acquired,  that  business  being  then  confined  to  perfumed  soap, 
and  not  extending  to  the  household  and  disinfectant  soap  trade. 
He  ridiculed  the  idea  that  the  applicants  could  claim  the 
exclusive  use  of  words  ending  with  "  cap."  His  Lordship  reserved 
judgment. 
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ftrafce  IReport 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. :  October  25. 

A QUIETER  tone  has  prevailed  on  the  drug  and  chemical 
markets  this  week,  and  changes,  prior  to  the  drug- 
auctions,  had  been  few  and  of  no  great  moment.  Glycerin 
is  a  shade  easier  in  some  quarters,  though  not  in  others. 
Cod-liver  oil  is  also  easier,  and  little  doing.  Menthol  has 
again  advanced,  and  oil  of  star  anise  maintains  the  improve- 
ment of  last  week.  Lemon-oil  is  firmer,  and  bergamot  and 
orange  are  unchanged,  but  firm.  Shellac  was  dearer  in 
auction,  and  isinglass  was  lower  for  most  descriptions. 
Quinine  is  easier  on  the  week.  Business  is  still  dislocated 
by  the  lightermen's  dispute.  The  following  table  gives  the 
detailed  changes  of  the  week : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Aloes  (hepatic) 
Coriander 
Menthol 
Myrrh 

Oil,  anise,  star 
Oil,  rape 
Shellac  (T  N) 

Benzols 
Ergot 
Oil,  lemon 
Oil,  linseed 

Gentian 
Oil,  cod  liver 
Oil,  cotton 
Pot.  pruss. 
Cocculus  Ind. 

Benzoin  (Siam) 
Ipecac.  (Rio) 
Oil,  citronella 
Wax,  bees' 

(Zan.) 
Wax,  bees' 

(Jam.) 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  &c,  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of 
the  United  Kingdom  from  October  18  to  21,  both  inclusive  :  —  Aloes 
(Cape),  50;  anise,  star,  10  ;  anise  (Span.)  18,  (Russ.)  33;  aniseed- 
oil,  10;  arrowroot  (@  Brisbane),  50 ;  balsam  copaiba,  7 ;  benzoin, 
129  ;  bromine,  199  ;  camphor  (@  Hong  Kong)  23  cs.,  (@  Penang) 
22  tubs,  (@  Kobe)  146;  camphor  oil  (Jap.),  250;  caraway-seed, 
52  ;  cardamoms,  73  ;  castor  oil  (Fr.),  36  ;  castorum,  2  ;  chamomiles, 
19  ;  cinnamon  oil  (Ceylon1,  5  ;  bark  (Jap.),  186  ;  cinchona  (Ceylon), 
34;  citronella  oil  (Ceylon),  61  drums;  chillies  (Jap.),  94;  clove 
stems,  212;  cochineal,  16 ;  cocoa- butter,  60;  coca  leaves  (Ceylon), 
14  ;  cod-liver  oil  50  cs.,  (Norweg.)  168 ;  cubebs  (@  Singapore),  187  ; 
dragon's  blood,  23;  drugs  (@  Trieste)  314,  l@  Fiume)  34  bis, 
<@  New  York)  20,  >@  Ostend)  10,  (@  Hamburg)  22 ;  essential  oils 
<Chin.)  10,  (@  N.Y.;  50;  eucalyptus  oil  (Aust.\  35;  galls  (Prsn.) 
91,  (Jap.)  15,  (Smyrna1  103 ;  gentian,  411;  glycerin  (@  Adelaide) 
128;  gumarabic(@  Suez)  92,  (@  Madras)  26  ;J(@  Trieste)  4,  (@ 
Bombay)  62  bgs  69  cs. ;  gums,  unenumerated  (Persian)  2,539  bags 
153  cases,  (@  Bombay)  486  bags  11  cases;  honey  (Canad.),  28; 
kino  (@  Bombay),  15;  kola,  2;  liquorice  (Prsn.)  1,052  bales,  intr. 
2,423;  menthol,  10;  myrrh,  12;  opium  (Prsn.)  67,  (Tky.)  18; 
quicksilver,  2  ;  rape  oil  (Jap.  \  500  cs. ;  "  roots,"  medicinal  ((©Kobe1, 
74;  rhubarb,  133  ;  saffron,  2  cases  ;  shellac  10,  (button),  85  ;  soy, 
242;  sponge,  335;  squills,  19;  turmeric  (E.I),  80;  vanilla,  7  ; 
vermilion  (Chin.),  5;  wax,  bees'  (unenum.)  11,  (Coeanada)  20, 
(Span.)  11,  (E.I.)  16,  (W.C.A  )  18 ;  wax,  Japanese,  25. 

The  Indian  Hemp=duty. 

The  Times,  referring  to  the  effect  on  trade  between  India  and 
Turkestan  of  the  duty  recently  placed  by  the  Punjab  authorities 
on  charas  [which  is  the  peculiar  resin  of  Indian  hemp].  It 
appears  that  the  caravans  which  start  from  Leh  and  cross  the 
passes  of  the  Karakorum  range  to  Kashgar  and  Yaskhand  take, 
for  the  mo3t  part,  cotton  piece  goods,  and  on  the  return  journey 
bring  charas  to  Kashmir  and  India.  Quite  lately  the  Punjab 
authorities  placed  a  tax,  said  to  be  equivalent  to  the  value  of  this 
article,  on  its  importation,  with  the  result,  as  has  been  alleged, 
that  the  whole  trade  of  India  with  the  region  is  threatened  with 
ruin.  This  view  has  been  supported  both  by  the  British  Resident 
at  Leh  and  the  British  Agent  at  Kashgar  ;  but  a  recent  report  of 
the  Excise  administration  of  the  Punjab,  in  treating  of  the  sub- 
ject, regards  these  fears  as  baseless.  The  consumption  of  charas 
in  the  province  is  said  to  be  as  great  as  it  ever  was,  and  it  is 


suggested  that  the  duty  might  even  be  doubled  without  affecting 
the  consumption.  If  there  has  been  a  disturbance  recently  in 
Central  Asian  trade  in  this  respect  it  is  attributed  to  a  decline  in 
the  price  of  cltaras  on  account  of  excessive  imports  from  Y'ash- 
hand  in  1898.  [Charas  is  to  Indian  hemp,  or  ganja,  what 
guaiacum  is  to  lignum  vit».] 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  a/re  for  market-centres  other  than  London."] 

A  good  all-round  business  is  now  being  transacted  in  the 
heavy-chemical  market  both  for  prompt  and  forward,  and  the 
general  tone  is  distinctly  better  than  it  has  been.  Buyers  are 
finding  that  higher  figures  will  have  to  be  paid  for  next  year's 
deliver}',  and  there  is,  therefore,  a  greater  disposition  on  their 
part  to  cover  their  forward  requirements  without  further  delay. 
Exports  have  been  fairly  heavy,  as  is  usual  at  this  period  of  the 
year  in  view  of  the  early  closing  of  certain  ports,  but  the  bulk  o? 
the  rush  is  about  over  now.  General  demand  from  home  con- 
suming trades  keeps  fairly  good. 

Alkalipboduce. — Caustic  soda  particularly  is  in  heavy 
demand,  and  prices  are  very  firmly  maintained.  76  to  77  per 
cent,  stands  at  11/.  2s.  6(7.  to  117.  7s  6d.  per  ton;  70  per  cent., 
107.  2s.  6(7.  to  107.  7s.  6(7..  per  ton  ;  and  60  per  cent.,  97.  2s.  6(7.  to 
97.  7s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Bleaching-powder  is  somewhat  quiet  for 
prompt,  and  for  softwood  casks,  free  on  rails,  nominal  figures  are 
about  67.  to  67.  5s.  per  ton.  For  next  year's  delivery,  however, 
much  more  is  being  asked  and  paid,  67.  17s  6(7.  per  ton  on  rails 
for  softwoods  being  the  figure.  Ammonia  alkali  in  good  demand, 
at  47.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton,  f  o.r ,  for  prompt;  and  47.  17s.  6(7.  for 
forward.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  and  chlorates  are  quiet, 
the  former  being  slightly  easier.  Soda  crystals  keep  moving 
well,  and  prices  are  firm — f  o.b.  Tyne,  60s.  to  62s.  6d.  ;  f.o.b. 
Liverpool,  67s.  6(7.  Saltcake  firmer,  at  27s.  6(7.  per  ton  free  o'.i 
rails  in  bulk.    Hypophosphite  of  soda  steady  at  late  quotations. 

Benzols  are  firmer — 90  per  cent.,  lln(7.  to  Is. ;  and  50  per  cent  , 
Is.  to  Is.  Ohd. 

American  Drug  Market. 

New  York,  October  16 

Business  is  fairly  active  but  somewhat  modified,  owing  to  the 
increasing  excitement  which  always  attends  the  closing  weeks  of 
the  Presidential  campaign.  The  market  maintains  a  steady  tone, 
and  changes  are  few  and  unimportant. 

Asafetida  is  in  fair  demand,  and  the  recent  advance  is  main- 
tained. Sales  of  small  parcels  have  been  made  at  20c.  to  25c. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Coca-leaves. — Sales  of  Truxillo  have  been  made  at  30c.  per  lb. 
Huanuco  are  nominally  40c,  with  no  supplies  in  sight. 

Cubeb  Berries  are  a  trifle  easier,  and  supplies  can  be  bought 
at  12c.  per  lb. 

Ergot  is  strong  at  the  recent  advance.  Supplies  are  quoted 
50c.  to  52c.,  but  little  is  available  at  these  figures. 

Golden-seal  (Hydrastis)  is  only  offering  in  small  lots,  and 
values  are  irregular.  Quotations  vary  from  55c.  to  60c.  per  lb., 
but  little  business  is  passing. 

Oil  of  Peppermint  is  tending  upwards,  and  some  dealers  ask 
an  advance.  Considerable  sales  have  been  made  at  prices  varying 
from  90c.  for  Western,  to  §1.05  for  Wayne  County  oil,  and  more  is 
to  be  had  at  these  figures.    The  market  is  well  supplied. 

Opium  is  irregular,  and  dealers  quote  $3.15  to  $3.20,  according 
to  their  views.    The  demand  is  poor. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  in  good  supply,  and  quotations  are 
easier  at  7ifc.  to  8c.  per  lb. 

Senega  is  very  strongly  held,  and  none  is  available  below  39c, 
most  holders  asking  40c.  per  lb.  Supplies  are  well  concentrated, 
and  unless  more  root  is  dug,  which  is  not  now  very  likely,  the 
market  may  be  expected  to  go  much  higher. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  October  23. 

Our  drug-market  in  general  is  quiet,  and  shows  little  business 
up  to  Tuesday  : — 

Agar-Agar  is  quiet,  at  385m.  per  100  kilos. 

Balsam  Peru  is  firmer,  and  is  held  to-day  for  HAm.  per.  kilo. 

Condurango-bark  is  quiet  and  lower,  at  275m.  per  100  kilos, 
spot. 

Cumin-seed  continues  firm  ;  new-crop  Maltese  seed  is  quoted 
at  64m.  per  1C0  kilos. 

Quinine  is  dull,  at  49m.  per  kilo. 

Star  anise  is  very  quiet  and  lower,  at  167m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  also  very  quiet  and  lower ;  to-day's  quotation 
is  60m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  of  Rye,  of  good  sound  quality,  is  practically  un- 
obtainable. 

Citric  Acid  is  somewhat  depressed  by  larger  offers  from  weak 
outside  holders,  but  as  soon  as  these  lots  have  been  cleared  a:i 
improvement  is  expected,  as  the  general  position  is  a  good  one; 
275m.  to  270m.  per  1C0  kilos,  is  the  present  value. 
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Anise. — The  first  arrivals  of  new-crop  have  now  been  landed  I 
the  goods  are  very  nice  and  worth  the  present  price  of  34m.  to 
35m.  as  to  quantity. 

Antimony. —  Crude  Chinese  is  low;  35|m.  per  100  kilos.net 
cash. 

Camphor  is  in  fair  demand,  with  a  firmer  tendency,  at  450m.  to 
447im.  per  100  kilos. 

Coriander- seed. — Very  firm  and  scarce,  spot  is  almost  ex- 
hausted, with  the  exception  of  10  tons  weevily,  Morocco  quotes 
28m.  to  29m.  for  new  crop,  and  larger  orders  from  America  stiffen 
the  market. 

Coca-leaves. — Very  scarce  and  firm ;  restricted  quantities  of 
Bolivian  can  be  had  at  375m. 

Gum,  Sandarac  is  reported  higher  from  Morocco,  and  it  looks  as 
if  it  will  see  a  better  period. 

Caraway-seed. — Dutch  is  unchanged,  and  70m.  per  1C0  kilos, 
has  been  paid. 

Lycopodium  is  exceedingly  scarce  and  market  is  rising,  435m. 
is  willingly  paid,  but  higher  values  are  expected. 

Menthol. — Eising,  and  243m.  to  244m.  was  paid  for  "  Koba- 
3'ashi "  brand.  From  Japan  there  are  offers  at  lis.  Zd.  per  lb. 
lowest  net  price,  c.i.f.  Hamburg.  Japan  oil  of  peppermint  in  con- 
sequence is  better,  and  is  quoted  at  8Am.  to  8|m.  per  kilo. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — Unchanged  and  low,  at  92|m. 

H.  G.  Hotchkiss  Peppermint  Oil  has  rapidly  risen,  and 
5.35m.  per  lb.  paid,  with  all  chance  for  a  further  advance. 

Calumba  is  in  good  demand  at  27im.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha-root. — Cartagena  is  low  at  present,  17m.  being 
the  value  for  a  bold  root.    Rio,  27m.  per  kilo. 

Mustard-seed  is  scarce,  at  34m.  for  prime  Levant  seed  on  the 
spot. 

Carnauba  Wax.— Very  weak,  at  100m.  to  105m.  for  grey.  There 
are  about  400,000  kilos.,'  depressing  the  market. 

Cablegram?. 

Hamburg,  October  25,  12.50  p.m.  :  Chinese  essential  oils 
are  advancing,  owing  to  advices  from  the  East.  Refined 
camphor  is  dull  at  445m.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol  is  firmer 
and  turpentine  dearer  at  62m.  per  100  kilos. 

*  #  #  * 

New  York,  October  25,  3.59  p.m.  :  Business  is  very  quiet 
here.  Senega-root  is  strong  at  40c.  per  lb.  Mexican  sarsa- 
parilla  is  still  dull  of  sale  at  7|c.  Damiana-leaves  are 
hardening  at  8|c,  and  cubebs  are  easier — 11c.  will  now  buy. 
American  oil  of  peppermint  is  very  strong  at  $1  per  lb. ;  and 
a  firmer  tendency  has  developed  in  opium. 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  October  25,  10.10  a.m.  : — The  drought  continues, 
and  advantage  has  been  taken  of  it  to  increase  the  price  of 
opium  by  2d.  per  lb.  The  market  is  firm,  but  there  have 
been  few  sales  this  week. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Carbolic. — Steady ;  39°  to  40°  C.  ice-crystals  de- 
tached B.P.  quality,  is  quoted  Is.  0\d.  to  Is.  Ofd  per  lb.  ; 
ditto,  ordinary  ice-crystals,  lOfd.  to  lid.  ;  34°  to  35°  C, 
10\d.  Crude,  50  per  cent.,  2s.  2d. ;  60  per  cent.,  2s.  9d. ;  and 
75  per  cent.,  3s.  4d.  per  gall. 

Arrowroot  slow ;  the  St.  Vincent  in  auction  on  Wednes- 
day was  bought  in  at  2-Rd.  to  2^d.  per  lb. 

Arsenic. — Best  white  English  powder  is  20Z.  to  201.  10s. 
per  ton,  ex  ship,  according  to  quantity  ;  18Z.  10s.  to  131.  15s. 
is  quoted,  ex  ship  Garston. 

Camphor. — Formosan  is  quoted  182s.  6i.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f , 
but  orders  have  been  placed  at  less  than  this  figure  ;  for 
Japanese  crude  185s.  to  186,s.,  c.i.f.,  is  wanted,  and  pressed 
is  quoted  190s.,  spot. 

Cinchona. — The  auctions  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
November  1  will  consist  of  6,328  bales  and  270  cases,  weigh- 
ing 553,857  kilos  ,  and  containing  27,550  kilos.  (964,250  c  z.) 
quinine  sulphate,  or  an  average  percentage  of  5  39  per  cent, 
for  the  manufacturing-bark,  against  5  33  per  cent,  for  the 
September  auctions,  and  an  average  of  538  per  cent,  for  the 
ten  auctions  of  1899. 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  for  the  week  ending  October  1  were 
34,194  lbs.,  and  from  January  1  to  October  1  they  have  been  :  — 
1900  1899  1898  1897 

Lbs  ...    397,630      534,640      724,536  599,316 

In  the  drug  auctions  a  few  bales  of  Guayaquil  sold  at 
6d.  per  lb.  for  sound,  and  5\d,  for  damaged.    Of  60  serons 


Crown  bark  offered,  45  of  Huanoco  sold  at  6\d.  per  lb.,  being 
about  \d.  lower,  and  13  bales  Loxa  quill  at  Is.  5d.,  being  un- 
changed ;  damages  sold  at  4f  <Z. 

Cocaine  — Keeps  quiet,  but  firm  with  second-hand  sellers 
of  favourite  brands  at  20s.  3d.,  and  less  esteemed  make  at 
20s.  per  oz. 

Cocoa  Butter  — The  auctions  to  be  held  on  November  6, 
at  Amsterdam,  will  consist  of  90  tons  Van  Houten's,  25  tons 
Helm,  5  tons  de  Jong  and  5  tons  Mignon  brand,  while  on 
the  same  date  in  London  80  tons  Cad  bury  will  be  offered. 

Galls. — Small  sales  of  blue  Persian  are  reported  at  110s. 
per  cwt.,  spot. 

Gentian. — Is  arriving  freely,  and  the  market  is  easier 
inclined,  there  being  sellers  of  good  bright  red  root  at  13s.  5d~ 
to  14s.  per  cwt.,  c  i.f. 

Glycerin  is  a  shade  easier,  quotations  for  Erjglish  double- 
distilled  (sp.  gr.  1.260)  ranging  from  62s.  to  66s.  per  cwt.  in 
tins  and  cases,  and  German  from  64s.  to  75s.  according  to- 
brand. 

Golden  Seal  is  quoted  2?.  5r2d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Advicesfrom, 
New  York  in  to-day  say  that  supplies  are  by  no  means  large,, 
and  any  demand  would  quickly  raise  prices. 

Isinglass. — At  auction  about  800  packages  were  offered, 
of  which  about  one-half  sold  with  a  fair  demand.  Para  was 
in  small  supply,  and  sold  at  2d.  per  lb.  advance;  West 
Indian  full  up  ;  Bombay  in  large  supply,  leaf  was  about  Hd. 
to  6d.  lower,  tongue  steady,  and  purse  3d.  to  4(2.  lower  j 
Penang  easier,  and  Saigon  unchanged. 

Lycopodium  is  still  advancing  on  the  Continent.  Russian 
is  offering  very  little,  although  the  new  harvest  must  now  be 
obtainable.  The  high  figure  of  435rn.  per  100  kilos,  is  asked. 
It  is  very  likely  that  prices  will  advance  still  further. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star — At  the  close  of  last  week  the  c.i.f. 
quotation  from  China  advanced  to  5s.  lOd.  per  lb.,  there  being 
spot  buyers  at  5s  11^.,  but  since  then,  owing  to  receipt  of  an 
advance  in  China,  6s.  is  reported  to  have  been  paid  on  the 
spot,  and  6s.  c.i.f.  asked. 

Oil,  Bergamot. — For  oil  containing  36  per  cent,  linalool 
ester  9s.  4fZ.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  is  reported  to  have  been  paid  this 
week ;  agents'  quotations  range  from  9s.  to  9s.  6d.,  according 
to  quality. 

Oil,  Cassia. — Very  quiet,  with  sellers  at  3s.  10^.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  for  75  to  80  per  cent.  There  are  offers  at  a  lower 
figure  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Citronella. — On  the  spot  10±d.  to  lldjper  lb.  is 
quoted.  For  arrival  there  are  sellers  at  9\d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  in 
ton  lots,  and  this  figure  is  said  to  have  been  paid. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
October  2D  that  the  market  is  still  very  quiet,  and  as  the 
northern  towns  during  the  past  week  or  two  seem  to  have 
slackened  their  quotations  the  prices  in  Bergen  have  also- 
receded  to  a  slight  degree.  Best  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil 
may  now  be  had  at  from  72s.  to  73s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen, 
and  as  the  market  throughout  appears  to  have  weakened,  a 
further  fall  in  prices  is  possible.  The  exports  from  Bergen 
to  date  amount  to  7,664  barrels,  against  11,463  barrels  at  the 
same  date  last  year.  This  easier  tendency  has  naturally  been 
reflected  on  the  London  market,  and  it  would  be  possible  to 
buy  best  Lofoten  oil  at  from  77s.  6d.  per  barrel,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Lemon,  is  dearer  again,  4s.  to  4s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
being  the  range  of  quotations  for  guaranteed  oil. 

Oil,  Lemongrass,  is  quoted  3%d.  to  3*d.  per  oz.  on  the 
spot. 

Oil,  Orange. — Quotations  for  the  new  crop  range  from 
5s.  9d.  to  6s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppermint.— Quiet.  There  doss  not  appear  to  be 
any  second-hand  sellers  of  American  HGH  at  less  than 
5s  6d.  to  5s.  9d.  per  lb.,  spot,  and  in  one  instance  5s.  lid  is 
asked. 

Oils,  Fixed. — There  are  several  changes  this  week.? Brown 
rape  oil  keeps  advancing,  32s.  per  cwt.  having  been  paid  for 
barrels  on  the  spot.  Linseed  is  firmer,  at  33s.  7^d.  in  barrels, 
landed  terms,  and  forward  positions  are  considerably  dearer. 
Cotton-sesi  is  easier  at  23s.  6d.  to  24s.  for  refined  in  casks. 
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OriUM. — The  London  market  is  unchanged,  a  fair  business 
fc>e:ng  reported  in  Turkey  descriptions. 

Smyrna,  October  12.— This  week  several  buyers  came  forward 
for  manufacturing  stuff,  but  all  their  efforts  to  buy  at  a  reduction 
proved  fruitless,  and  dealers  firmly  maintained  this  ground  until 
they  forced  buyers  to  pay  full  rates.  Some  of  the  large  interested 
holders  will  not  even  sell  at  present  prices ;  they  will  wait  until 
next  month  to  see  under  what  conditions  the  sowings  will  be 
•effected,  for  should  the  present  drought  continue,  they  hope  to 
obtain  higher  prices.  Altogether  about  134  cases  of  manufactur- 
ing qualities  have  changed  hands  this  week  at  the  equivalent  of 
■8s.  9d.  to  9s.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  exportation.  The  arrivals  to  date 
amount  to  3,149  cases,  against  1,947  cases  last  year.  The  market 
•closes  firm  with  buyers.  On  the  Constantinople  market  about  200 
•cases  have  been  sold  during  the  past  ten  days,  of  which  85  have 
been  purchased  by  speculators. 

Constantinople,  October  19. — There  has  been  considerable 
movement  here  during  the  past  fortnight,  speculators,  however, 
toeing  the  principal  buyers.  Continued  drought  is  beginning  to 
tell,  and  unless  copious  rain  falls  shortly  a  further  rise  is  certain. 
The  past  fortnight's  sales  are  composed  as  follows : — 70  cases 

druggist's,"  at  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  terms ;  10  cases  good  Kara- 
hissar,  at  8s.  9d. ;  and  70  cases  "  soft,"  at  9s.  and  lCs.  6rf.,  accord- 
ing to  percentage  of  firsts. 

Podophyllum-root.— Private  advices  in  from  New  York 
to-day  quote  2 Is.  6:1  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  and  a  quiet  market  with 
small  stocks. 

Potash,  Prussiate. — English  makes  are  \d.  easier,  at 
1\d.  per  lb.  for  yellow  ;  Beckton  is  unchanged  at  6 \d. 

Quinine. — There  is  practically  little  change  in  the  second- 
hand market  since  our  previous  report,  last  week  closing 
with  spot  sales  at  Is.  5|rf.  per  oz  ,  December  at  Is.  b\d.,  and 
March  Is.  6±d.  Monday  opened  quietly  at  these  figures,  with 
small  sales  lor  spot  and  December  delivery.  On  Wednesday, 
after  Is.  bhd.  had  baen  paid  for  spot,  there  were  buyers  at 
Is.  5^.,  but  no  sellers.  To-day  practically  no  business  has 
been  done,  and  pi  ices  are  unchanged,  with  spot  sellers  at 
Is.  5$d. 

The  exports  from  Java  during  July  amounted  to  375  cases,  of 
which  121  went  to  Amsterdam,  121-  to  Great  Britain,  122  to  New 
York,  9  to  Genoa,  and  9  cases  to  Singapore.  The  exports  for  the 
corresponding  period  of  July,  1899  and  1893,  were  28  and  93  cases 
xespectively. 

Seeds. — Anise  quiet,  with  retail  sales  of  Russian  at  20s- 
per  cwt.  Dutch  Caraways  sold  at  35s.  per  cwt.  at  auction 
on  Wednesday.  Coriander  is  dearer,  at  13s.  6d.  per  cwt.  for 
new-crop  Morocco,  and  at  12s.  for  Russian.  Cumin  slow,  but 
stocks  are  decreasing.  Fenugreek  sold  at  5s.  3d.  per  cwt. 
for  a  small  lot  at  auction.  Canary  very  quiet ;  new-crop 
Turkish  is  quoted  30s.,  c.i.f.  terms,  and  32s.  61.  on  the  spot. 
Linseed  firm. 

Senega. — On  the  spot  Is.  9J.  per  lb.  has  been  paid,  but 
Is.  10^.  is  now  asked.    To  arrive  Is.  8c/.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Serpentary.— The  inside  price  is  Is.  6:1.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  It 
is  scarce  and  wanted  in  New  York. 

Shellac  closed  quiet  last  week,  with  spot  business  in 
second  orange  and  button  at  full  prices.  For  arrival  100 
cases  TN  November-January  shipment  were  sold  at  60s.  6d. 
per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  In  auction,  on  Tuesday,  a  total  of  496  chests 
was  offered,  of  which  about  315  sold,  at  an  advance  of  3s. 
to  4s.  for  sec  nl  orange  TN  on  previous  sales,  and  button  at 
steady  rates.  The  following  prices  were  paid : — Second 
■orange,  fine  pale,  but  blocky,  64s.  to  65s.  per  cwt. ;  good 
reddish  flat,  64s.  to  65s. ;  fair  red,  free,  61s. ;  fair  red 
shivered  block,  60s. ;  dark  red  b!ocky,  59s.  Button,  palish 
hard  block,  57s.  to  £9s. ;  fair  cakey  seconds,  57s. ;  circle 
two's,  hard  block,  54s. ;  and  glassy  thirds,  50s.  per  cwt. 
Since  the  auctions  the  market  has  been  quiet,  with  spot  sales 
at  61s.  to  62s.  for  fair  second  orange  TN  ;  February  delivery 
has  sold  at  63s.  6d.,  c.i.f.  To-day  62s.  6d.  is  quoted  for  TN 
January  shipment. 

Soda  Bicarbonate  in  kegs,  ex  warehouse,  11.  6s.  per  ton, 
and  61.  15s.  to  61.  17s.  6d.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  10-cwt.  casks 
are  quoted  61.  10s.  to  6/.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 

Soda  Nitrate  has  advanced  31.  per  cwt.,  refined  being 
mow  quoted  8s.  9d.  and  ordinary  8s.  7\d.,  spot.  The  market 
for  forward  positions  has  been  influenced  by  cablegrams  that 
the  combination  is  "  as  good  as  settled." 

Spices. — There  is  no  change  of  consequence  to  note  in 
prices  this  week,  and  transactions  have  been  few.  At 


auction,  on  Wednesday,  Cochin  Ginger  was  in  moderate 
supply,  but  there  was  no  demand  and  it  was  all  bought  in  : 
medium  and  small  cut  at  48s.  to  50s,  and  washed  rough  at 
30s.  to  32s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at  3\d. 
rer  lb.,  a  few  hundred  bales  were  sold  early  in  the  week  at 
3\^d.  for  January-March  delivery,  but  since  then  the  market 
is  slightly  easier.  Penang  were  withdrawn,  without  bids. 
Fine  Nyassaland  Chillies  sold  at  54s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  but  Japan 
were  bought  in  at  47s.  per  cwt.  East  India  Capsicums  were 
bought  in  at  30s.  ;  good  Natal  sold  at  76s.  per  cwt.,  being 
cheaper.  Penang  Mace  was  bought  in  at  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  Id. 
per  lb. ;  a  few  cases  of  wild  sold  at  4jd.  per  lb.  Penang 
Nutmegs  were  bought  in  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  for  80  to  the  lb. 
Pimento  slow,  ody  a  few  lots  sold  at  2|^.  per  lb.  for  ordinary, 
and  at  2,\d.  to  3d.  for  fair  to  good  clean.  Cassia-liynca  was 
bought  in  at  56s.  per  cwt.  for  old  import,  at  52s.  6^.  for  new 
selected,  at  42s  6d.  for  broken  ;  Cassia-vera  at  24s.  per  cwt., 
and  Cinnamon-ch 'qis  at  3^d.  to  3\d.  per  lb.  Pepper  quiet, 
and  prices  of  black  unchanged.  A  few  lots  of  good  fair 
Singapore  sold  at  9^.  per  lb.,  but  the  bulk  was  bought  in  at 
9^d.  to  9^d.  for  fair  to  good,  and  at  lid.  for  fine.  Penang 
sold  after  the  auctions  at  8j^d.  to  8:>d.  for  fair  to  good. 
Ceylon  was  bought  in  at  9|^.,  and  Siam  at  9\d.  per  lb. 

Storax. — Liquid  continues  very  firm,  as  offers  of  the  new 
crop  are  very  scarce  ;  from  72s.  6d.  to  77s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f., 
is  quoted  in  barrels  and  cases  respectively. 

Sugar  of  Milk. — American  powder  is  in  fair  demand  at 
from  45s.  to  50s.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Wahoo.— Bark  of  the  root  is  quoted  at  8^d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f., 
and  New  York  reports  a  good  demand. 


London  Drug-auctions. 

Considering  that  the  auctions  this  week  consisted  prin- 
cipally of  "  goods  not  previously  offered,"  there  was  a  fair 
assortment  represented  by  the  fourteen  catalogues.  Siam 
and  Palembang  benzoin  bulked  largely,  but  of  Sumatra  only 
a  few  cases  were  shown,  and  those  of  fine  quality.  Carda- 
moms were  in  small  supply.  The  rhubarb  offered  was  con- 
fined to  high-dried,  and  it  is  reported  that  no  new  Canton 
has  so  far  arrived.  Tinnevelly  senna  was  well  represented, 
but  colour,  although  still  good,  has  fallen  off  slightly. 
Zanzibar  wax  has  arrived  freely  of  late,  and  over  500 
packages  were  offered  to-day.  The  subjoined  table  shows 
the  quantity  of  goods  offered  and  sold  publicly,  the  figures 
referring  to  original  packages  (boxes,  bales,  bags,  cases, 
serons,  &c.)  : — 

Offered  Sold  Offered  Sold 

Aconite  (Jap.)    20  ...      0      Ipecacuanha  — 

Albumen    1  ...     0         (Rio)    55  ...  37 

Almond  seed    1  ...      1      Kino    5  ...  0 

Aloes  (Cape)   30  ...    16  ,  Kola    1  ...  1 

Curacao  (boxes)     30  ...    15      Limes,  pickled ... ...      2  ...  0 

Hepatic(Aden)...      9  ...      9   ,  Liquorice  juice 

Ambergris   3  ...      0  (block)     6  ...  0 

Anise   58  ...    40   i  Loofahs   12  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    16  ...     0   ,  Menthol   4  ...  0 

Areca-nuts    6  ...     0      Myrrh    8  ...  5 

Balsam,  copaiba  ...      5  ...     5      Musk   3  ...  0 

Peru    2  ...      0   l  Nux  vomica   193  ...  61 

Benzoin —  Oil,  bay   2  ...  0 

Palembang    107  ...    10   [      cinnamon  bark...      2  ...  0 

Siam    59  ...      6         cinnamon-leaf  ...      2  ...  0 

Sumatra    14  ...     0         eucalyptus    25  ...  0 

Bird-lime  (Jap.)  ...    43...      0   i      fish   6...  0 

Buchu    4  ...     0        lime    18  ...  0 

Calumba    201  ...    94         olive    1  ...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...      3  ...      3      Orange-peel    7  ...  0 

Cardamoms    123  ...    74      Orris  (Flor  )   12  ...  0 

Cascarilla   16  ...      0         Mor   8  ...  0 

Cinchona    82  ...    65      Quince  seed   3  ...  0 

Coca  leaves    16...    16      Rhubarb  (H.D.)  ...    83...  8 

Cocculus  indicus  ...  247  ...    20      Sandalwood    7...  0 

Cuttle-fish   19  ...    16      Sarsaparilla    46  ...  4 

Dragon's-blood   4  ...     0      Senna  — 

Egg-yolks   1  ■••      0         Alexandrian   14  ...  0 

Elaterium   3  ...     0         Tinnevelly   341  ...  231 

Ergot  of  rye   10  ...      6      Soap  castille   7  ...  0 

Gamboge    5  ...      0      Tamarinds  (E.J.) ...    50  ...  0 

Guaves    10  ...      0      Tonka-beans   3  ...  0 

Gum  acacia    19  ...      0      Turmeric    4  ...  4 

Honey,  Jamaica  ...    66  ...    31      Turtle,  dried   1  ...  0 

Ipecacuanha —  Wax  ibees')    616  ...  102 

(Cartagena)    35  ...     1         Japanese    59  ...  9 
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Aconite. — Japanese  root  was  held  for  35s.,  a  bid  of  33i. 
being  refused.  Seventy-four  bags  of  "  medicinal  roots " 
(presumably  aconite)  have  arrived  from  Kobe  per  Sado  Karu 
this  week. 

Almond  seed  from  Bombay  sold  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Aloes. — Hepatic  from  Aden  sold  at  higher  rates  in  auction, 
75s.  per  cwt.  being  paid  for  good  brown  liver,  67s.  6^.  for  foftish 
ditto,  and  45s.  for  very  soft  and  skinny.  Fair  to  good  bright 
bard  Cape  sold  at  22s.  to  23s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  and  seconds  at  20s. 
for  softish.  Of  30  boxes  Curaooa  15  sold  at  16s.  for  coarse 
livery,  and  fair  bright  capey  was  bought  in  at  20s.,  a  bid  of 
19s  being  refased.  Privately,  60  cases  of  Zanzibar  aloes  in 
tins  have  been  sold  for  export  at,  it  is  said,  45s.  per  cwt. 

Anise. — Of  Kussian  40  bags  offered  and  sold  at  19s.  6(2. 
per  cwt.  net  cash.  Good  Spanish  (18  bags)  were  held 
for  2  Ss. 

Axnatto. — For  good  bright  Ceylon  3d.  per  lb.  was  the 
buying-in  price. 

Areca. — Slightly  wormy  Ceylon  seed  was  bought  in  at 
16s.  per  cwt. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — For  thin  cloudy  Central  American 
Is.  5d.  per  lb.  was  paid. 

Balsam  Peeu. — Good  thickish  balsam  was  held  for  6s.  3d- 
per  lb.    No  reasonable  bid  was  made. 

Benzoin. — Siam  was  lower,  4  cases  of  good  small  to 
medium  almonds,  partly  blocky,  selling  cheaply  at  121. ,  and 
grain  siftings  in  block  at  51.  15s.  to  Ql.  5s.  No  Sumatra  was 
disposed  of,  a  bid  of  91.  2s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  being  refused  for 
good  almondy  seconds,  well  packed,  broad  borders.  Of  107 
cases  Palembang  offered,  10  only  sold  for  fair  seconds. 

Bird-lime.— A  parcel  of  Japanese  was  held  for  Is.  per  lb. 

Buchu. — Still  very  scarce.  Two  brokers  offered  4  bales 
between  them,  but  no  business  was  effected  publicly,  Ud. 
being  refused  for  good  green  round  leaf;  Is.  was  wanted, 
and  for  another  bale  of  similar  quality  an  offer  of  ll^d.  was 
rejected. 

Caltjmba. — Of  101  bags,  19  sold  at  14s.  per  cwt.  for  small 
to  medium  brown  natural  sorts,  and  25  bags  at  16s.  for 
bolder  and  brighter  ;  stemmy  native  washed  was  bought  in 
at  17s.  Qd.  Another  lot  of  100  bags  offered,  of  which  50 
sold  at  from  15s.  to  16s.  for  natural  sorts. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Three  bags  smelling  strongly  of 
patchouli-leaves  offered  without  reserve,  and  sold  with  all 
faults  at  6jd.  per  lb. 

Cardamoms. — Fine  qualities  sold  at  full-up  rates,  but 
medium  qualities  were  about  steady.  The  following  prices 
were  paid : — Ceylon-Mysores,  fine  extra  bold,  pale,  well- 
bleached,  3s.  lOd. ;  medium  to  bold  pale,  3s.  to  3s.  3d.  ; 
ditto,  rather  brownish,  2s.  lOd.  to  2s.  lid.  ;  good  medium 
pale,  2s.  Id. ;  small  to  medium  pale,  2s.  to  2s.  3d.  ;  medium 
pale  split,  Is.  9d. ;  small  ditto,  Is.  5d.  ;  brownish  and  open, 
Is.  9d.  ;  very  small  pale,  Is.  3^.  ;  brown  and  split,  Is.  Id.  to 
Is.  Id.  ;  and  pickings,  Qd.  to  Qd.  per  lb.  Ceylon-Malabar, 
medium  brown  were  limited,  at  Is.  3d.  Seeds  sold  at  from 
1st.  Id.  to  Is.  11c?.  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Cascarilla.  — Fairly  bright  thin  quill  was  bought  in 
without  mention  of  price,  no  bid  being  obtainable. 

Coca-leaves. — Of  Ceylon,  of  good  appearance,  6  cases 
were  sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  Of  10  bales  of  good  green  broken 
Truxillo,  6  had  been  sold  privately  at  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.,  which 
was  the  figure  for  the  remainder.  Small  sales  have  also  been 
made  at  Is.  3d  ,  privately. 

Coccultjs  Indicus.— Lower.  A  few  bags  sold  at  7s.  per 
cwt.,  subject  to  approval. 

Cuttle-fish  Bone. — Bold  brownish  bone  from  Bombay 
sold  at  Qd.  per  lb.,  and  for  damp  and  wormy  Id.  was  paid. 

Dragon's-blood. — For  2  cases  of  fine  reboiled  lump 
131.  2s.  Qd.  was  refused,  the  limit  being  14^. ;  for  2  other 
cases,  not  quite  so  good,  an  offer  of  111.  5s.  was  also  refused. 

Ergot. — Firmer.  In  auction  6  cases  of  fine  bold  sound 
Spanish  sold  at  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  and  for  another  lot  of  2  bags 
2s.  5d.  was  refused.  Two  bags  of  Russian  were  bought  in  at 
nominal  rates.  Privately,  sales  of  Russian  have  been  made 
at  2s.  3^.,  landed  term=,  and  in  another  quarter  this  figure 
has  been  refused. 


Gamboge. — For  good  Siam  pipe,  partly  blocky,  81.  7s.  6^. 
per  cwt.  was  refused  ;  101.  was  the  bu,ying-in  figure. 

Honey  sold  at  unchanged  rates,  holders  being  firm.  Nice 
pale  orange  sjrupy  realised  28s.  Qd. ;  palish  set,  28s.  ;  pale  to 
medium  dark  liquid  sold  at  26s.  to  27s.  ;  and  dark  and  mixed 
ditto,  23s.  Qd.  to  24s. 

Ipecacuanha. — In  fair  demand  at  from  3d.  to  Ud.  per  lb. 
easier  rates  for  Rio,  ordinary  lean  to  fair  root  selling  at 
lis.  Id.  to  lis.  Qd. ;  and  good  bold  stout  lis.  6d.  to  lis.  9d. 
per  lb.,  1  bale  only  being  disposed  of  at  the  outside  figure. 
Most  of  the  lots  sold  were  more  or  less  country-damaged. 
A  string  of  25  bales  Cartagena  was  bought  in  at  from  7s.  9d. 
to  8s.  per  lb.,  there  being  no  buyers.  One  bag  sold  at  7s.  Id". 
for  country  damaged.  Privately  since  our  last  report  there 
has  been  a  fair  demand  for  Cartagena  for  United  States. 

Kola. — At  the  spice-auctions  9  bags  West  Indian  offered 
and  sold  at  3\d.  per  lb.  A  barrel  of  natural  West  Indian 
sold  in  the  drug-auctions  at  3\d. 

Menthol. — Four  cases  of  Kobayashi  crystals  were 
bought  in  at  12s.  3d ,  no  bid  being  forthcoming  at  12s. 
Privately  it  is  said  that  lis.  Qd.  has  been  paid  for  Kobayashi 
brand,  and  that  12s.  is  now  asked.  It  is  also  reported  from 
Hamburg  that  the  crop  in  Japan  has  been  a  failure. 

Myrrh. — For  4  casks  of  small  to  bold  pale  native  picked 
51.  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  was  paid,  and  a  bale  of  bold  siftings 
sold  at  80s.    Another  3  cases  had  not  been  landed  in  time. 

Nux  Vomica.— Of  61  bags  good  Cochin  seed,  57  sold  at 
8s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  and  the  remaining  4  bags  of  pickings 
realised  5s.  Another  parcel  of  very  small  Cochin  seed  was 
held  for  7s.  3d. 

Oil,  Lime  — For  West  Indian  distilled  2s.  Qd.  per  lb.  was 
wanted  and  5s.  9d.  for  hand-pressed. 

Orris. — Picked  Florentine  was  limited  at  51s.,  and  good 
sorts  at  43s.  per  cwt. 

Quince  Seed. — Fair  Cape  was  held  for  Is.  Ud.  per  lb. 

Rhubarb. — High-dried  was  the  only  description  offered, 
and  a  few  cases  sold  at  Id.  per  lb.  for  common  round  rough, 
three-quarters  pinky  and  one- quarter  grey  and  dark  fracture. 
Since  the  auctions  the  remainder  of  this  parcel  (8  cases)  has 
also  been  sold  at  this  figure.  For  good  to  fine  flat  high-dried, 
seven-eighths  pinky,  one-eighth  grey  fracture,  9d.  was  refused. 
Privately  9\d.  per  lb.  has  been  paid  for  good  flat  high-dried. 
No  Canton  root  of  new  crop  has  yet  been  received. 

Sarsaparilla. — Of  Native  Jamaica,  3  packages  offered, 
and  sold  at  9\d.  per  lb.  for  common  dull  greyish  ;  24  bale* 
Guayaquil  were  shown  and  a  bid  of  Is.  Id.  was  refused 
for  sound,  the  limit  being  Is.  Qd.  ;  damaged  was  held  for 
Is.  3^.  Of  genuine  grey  Jamaica  4  bales  only  were  shown, 
slight  country  damaged  being  limited  at  Is.  Id.,  and  a  bale 
of  sea-damaged  selling  cheaply  at  Is.  Qd.  Fifteen  bales  of 
Lima-Jamaica  were  bought  in. 

Senna.— The  supplies  of  Tinnevelly  were  on  a  smaller 
scale  to-day,  as  arrivals  have  not  been  so  free  of  late.  The 
quality  had  slightly  deteriorated  compared  with  the  previous 
auction,  and  there  was  a  large  proportion  of  small  leaf. 
Demand  was  good  as  usual,  and  previous  prices  were  fully 
sustained.  The  following  rates  were  paid  : — Tinnevelly, 
fine  medium  to  bold  green  leaf,  Q\d.  to  Q\d.  ;  medium 
greenish  leaf,  3d.  to  3|fZ.  ;  small  to  medium,  partly  yellowish 
to  fair,  2d.  to  2\d.  ;  ditto  common  small  and  yellowish  leaf, 
l\d.  to  l\d.  per  lb.  Pods  sold  at  dearer  rates,  Qd.  to  Q\d. 
being  paid.  By  the  s.s.  Parramatta  73  bales  Tinnevelly  leaf 
are  due  next  week. 

Wax,  Bees'. — Zanzibar  was  in  heavy  supply,  and  prices 
were  about  2s.  Qd.  easier,  fair  to  good  bright  yellow  selling  at 
Ql.  2s.  Qd.  to  Ql.  Is.  Qd.,  and  dark  wormy  and  mixed  51. 12s.  Qd. 
to  51.  15s.  Of  Madagascar,  14  mats  offered  and  sold  at 
Ql.  Is.  Qd.  for  sound  and  Ql.  for  wormy.  Three  bags 
Mozambique  sold  at  Ql.  10s.  for  pale  yellow  pipe  ;  14  packages 
Jamaica  sold  at  11.  10s.  to  11.  12s.  Qd.,  being  about  2s.  Qd.  ti 
5s.  lower.  A  barrel  of  good  pale  yellow  brought  11. 15s.,  and 
a  bale  of  dark-grey  Australian  realised  Ql.  15s. 

Wax,  Japanese. — No  bid  was  obtainable  for  a  50-case 
lots,  but  for  9  other  cases  of  oil-damaged  offered  "  without 
reserve  "  20s.  Qd.  was  paid. 
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Expori=duty  on  Guaiacum. 

A  law  has  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  at  Port  au  Prince,  to 
come  into  effect  on  October  1,  placing  an  export-duty  (inter  alia) 
on  gum  guaiacum  of  0  50  gourde  per  100  lbs.  (1  gourde  =  4s.). 
The  gum  is  also  to  be  subjected  to  a  surtax  of  20  per  cent,  and 
10  per  cent.  It  is  stated  that  the  export  has  been  steadily 
increasing. 

Japanese  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  principal  imports  and 
exports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  from  and  into  the  ports  of  Yoko- 
hama and  Kobe  daring  April,  May,  and  June,  1900.  Our  last 
table  of  statistics,  covering  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  appeared 
in  the  C.  &  D.  of  July  28,  1900,  page  222. 

Imports. 


Yokohama 

Kobe 

April  to  June 

April  to  Ju 

Acid,  acetic,  glacial 

kilos. 

15,100 

21,000 

Acid,  boric 

cwt. 

840 

550 

Acid,  carbolic,  cryst. 

„ 
lbs. 

980 

440 

Acid,  gallic 

660 

220 

Acid,  tannic 

cwt. 

159 

20 

Acid,  tartaric 

...  ,, 

250 

350 

Acid,  salicylic 

lbs. 

33,936 

30,240 

Alcohol 

106,332 

264,316 

Aloes,  Cape 

cwt. 

80 

120 

Alum   

piculs 

2,977 

285 

Arsenic  powder  ... 

cwt. 

50 

40 

Ammon.  carb. 

1,012 

533 

Ammon.  mur. 

i» 

100 

325 

Antipyrin... 

lbs. 

4,200 

7,700 

Acetanilide 

II 

23,420 

14,700 

Balsam  copaiba  ... 

!> 

5,000 

3,000 

Balsam  peru 

„ 

948 

996 

Bismuth  subnit.  ... 

11 

21  500 

5,120 



Bismuth  salicylate 

..  piculs 

'300 

Borax  crystals  ... 

425 

100 

Cobalt,  oxide 

lbs. 

1.500 

900 

Calcium  carb. 

cwt. 

'470 

60 

Cocaine  hyd. 

..  oz. 

1,8C0 

1,400 

Cream  of  tartar  ... 

cwt. 

65 

35 

Creosote  ... 

lbs. 

3,200 



Cinchona  ... 

J) 

40,353 

25,258 

Cinchonine  mur. . . . 

ii 

1,600 
1,050 

1,400 

Creosote  carb. 

lbs. 

1,000 

Formaldehyde  ... 

11,366 

6,600 

Guaiacol  carb. 

..  ii 

100 

100 

Gum  shellac 

..  piculs 

159 

44 

Glycerin  ... 

cwt. 

370 

60 

Ichthyol  ammon. 

lbs. 

1,000 

1,200 

Iodine  resub. 

400 

100 

Iodide  of  potassium 

it 

10,000 



Iodoform  

2,016 
300 

112 

Ipecacuanha 

200 

Jalap   

3,400 

2,000 

Morphine  

oz. 

4,160 

1,120 

Magnesia  carb.  ... 

cwt. 

450 

Oil,  cassia 

..  catties 

6,800 

8,000 

Oil,  clove  ... 

lbs. 

2,040 

1,380 

Potassium  bichrom. 

lbs. 

105,647 

96,762 

Potassium  bromide 

cwt. 

190 

160 

Potassium  chlorate 

5,425 

12,907 

Potassium  prussiate 

cwt. 

150 

120 

Paraffin  wax 

lbs. 

12,C00 

1,129,406 

Phosphorus  amorph. 

5,800 

78,200 

Phosphorus  stick 

19,000 

Quinine  mur. 

oz. 

3,000 

3,5C0 

Quinine  sulphate 

2,500 

7,300 

Quicksilver 

.'.  lbs. 

22,300 
707 

25,992 

Kosin 

..  piculs 

595 

Saccharin... 

lbs. 

5,500 

1,120 

Saltpetre,  Indian 

..  piculs 

3,968 

1,012 
34,334 

Saltpetre,  Chilian 

lbs. 

9,108 

Saffron   

315 

265 

Santonin  ... 

1,184 

224 

Soda  ash  

cwt. 

26,300 

28,000 

Soda  bicarb. 

4,600 

5,790 

Soda  caustic 

24,710 

46.1C0 

Soda  hyposulph. ... 

»» 

170 

120 

Soda  salicylate  ... 

lbs. 

5,518 

1,792 

Soda  silicate 

11 

262 

320 

Sodium  bromide ... 

...  ,, 

1,912 

1,084 

Sugar  of  milk 

cwt. 

160 

276 

Sugar  of  lead 

...  „ 

1C0 

Exports. 


\  okoliama 

--    —  . 

Kobe 



April  to  June 

April  to  Juii3 

Acid,  hydrochloric 

lbs. 

 . — 

nn  cor, 

Acid,  nitric 

„ 

2,942 

37,205 

Acid,  sulphuric  ... 

„ 

...  piculs 

500 

264,142 

Aniseed 

23 

149 

Birdlime  ... 

lbs. 

ODD 

27,350 

Bleaching-powder 

lbs. 

6,000 

19,300 

Copper  sulphate  ... 

...  lbs. 

23,300 

Camphor,  crude  ..* 

...  piculs 

4,890 

Camphor,  refined 
Camphor  oil  .*• 

lbs. 

85 

57,528 

...  piculs 

1,141 

LraliS 

o/o 

Ginger,  dry- 

"••  ii 

2,076 

1,248 

Ginseng 

...  catties 

107,412 

34,260 

Iodide  of  potassium 

lbs. 

1,750 

2,800 

Iodoform  ... 

...  ,, 

200 

Iodine 

2,500 

Manganese 

tons 

1,400 

1,170 

Menthol  

...  catties 

1,754 

52 

Peppermint  oil  ... 

lbs. 

1,750 

420 

Soda  crystals 

10,750 

108,696 

Wax,  vegetable 

...  piculs 

10,100 

Steamship=service  with  Para. 

A  short  time  ago  only  two  trips  monthly  were  made  by  the 
steamship  lines  plying  between  New  York  and  Para,  but  the 
Booth  Steamship  Company  and  the  Red  Cross  Line  have  altered 
their  schedule  and  will  make  hereafter  four  trips  monthly.  The 
Hamburg  German-American  Steamship  Company,  which  recently 
began  sailings  between  Europe  and  Para,  has  established  a  new 
line  of  steamers  to  ply  between  Para  and  Baltimore.  The  steady 
and  rapid  upward  tendency  in  exchange  and  the  enormous 
shrinkage  in  the  prevailing  price  for  rubber  have  recently  brought 
about  a  financial  crisis  in  Para  and  the  Amazon  Valley,  and  more 
than  five  thousand  notes  have  been  protested  monthly  during  the 
crisis. 

Pepper  Exports  from  India. 

The  total  exports  of  this  spice  from  India  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1900,  amounted  to  168,001  cwt.,  or  some  29  per  cent,  less 
than  was  shipped  last  year,  the  value  of  which  at  an  average  of 
37-38r.  per  cwt.  (being  an  increase  of  5r.  per  cwt.  on  last 
year's  value)  amounts  to  6,300,037r.  Tellicherry  still  continues  to 
be  the  chief  port  of  export  for  this  spice,  which  is  now  being 
planted  up  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  coffee  districts  as  a  by- 
product. 

Indian  Cardamoms. 

We  have  on  several  occasions  referred  to  the  extension  of  car- 
damom-cultivation in  Ceylon  and  India,  and  this  week  we  learn 
that  during  the  administration  of  the  Madras  Presidency  by  Sir 
Arthur  Havelock  (who  has  now  retired)  he  has  developed  a  new 
and  promising  planting-district  in  the  Presidency,  and  induced 
several  reliable  Ceylon  planters  to  bring  their  capital  and  ex- 
perience to  India.  Altogether  some  20,000  to  25,000  acres  of 
forest-land  have  been  taken  up  in  the  Annamalais  district,  about 
fifty  miles  from  Coimbatore.  Sir  John  Muir  has  6,0C0  acres,  and 
has  opened  chiefly  in  coffee  and  cardamoms.  Mr.  O.  A.  Banna- 
tine,  formerly  of  Maskeliya,  is  one  of  four  partners  who  have  taken 
up  2,500  acres,  and  he  has  opened  some  hundreds.  Mr.  Martin 
has  1,500  acres,  with  400  opened — 300  or  so  in  tea,  and  100  in 
cardamoms.  The  latter  product  may  be  said  to  be  indigenous, 
and  a  good  deal  of  income  has  been  made  last  year  from  gathering 
cardamoms  in  the  jungle. 


Wine  Preservation. — In  a  communication  recently 
made  to  the  Agricultural  Society  of  France,  M.  Yassiliere 
gave  an  account  of  a  new  process  of  preserving  wine  from 
the  action  of  microbes  which  attack  it  when  in  the  cask. 
The  expedient  generally  in  use  consists  in  burning  sulphur 
in  the  empty  cask.  The  experimenter  proposes  to 
remedy  the  difficulty  by  covering  the  wine  with  a  layer  of 
carbonic-acid  gas,  which,  being  more  dense,  drives  out  the 
air  and  takes  its  place.  The  carbonic  acid  is  liquefied  in 
a  tube  of  chrome  steel  provided  with  a  reservoir  in  which  it 
takes  the  gaseous  form  before  passing  into  the  cask  ;  the 
reservoir  is  provided  with  a  rubber  tube  which  descends  into 
the  cask,  and  also  with  a  pressure  gauge  by  whose  indications 
the  supply  of  gas  is  regulated.  By  this  method  very  gocd 
results  are  said  to  have  been  attained  and  at  a  small  cost. 
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Gbe  Brewers'  JSrbibttton. 


THE  'bus-driver  who  piloted  me  to  the  Angel,  Islington,  was 
affable  and  loquacious.  We  discussed  the  changes  in 
the  weather,  the  Tory  majority,  and  the  downfall  of 
"  Krooger,"  and  after  skilfully  eliciting  that  I  was  bound  for 
the  Agricultural  Hall,  he  expatiated  on  exhibitions  in 
general,  and  the  Brewers'  in  particular.  For  the  past  ten 
years,  he  told  me,  he  and  his  "  Missus  "  had  attended  the 
Brewers'  Exhibition  with  free  tickets  presented  by  a  Mr. 
Hopkins,  of  the  Brindled  Cat  (the  best  'ouss  for  four-'alf 
in  the  neighbourhood),  and  consequently  he  posed  as  an  un- 
disputed authority.  So  I  drew  him  on,  and  the  burden  of 
his  plaint  was  that  exhibitions  were  waning  in  popularity. 
"  People  are  getting  bloomin'  well  sick  of  them,"  said  my 
observant  friend,  "and  I  shouldn't  wonder  but  that  you  will 
find  this  one  smaller  than  the  last."  Here  a  venturesome 
carman  drew  his  horses  athwart  ours,  temporarily  impeding 
our  progress,  and  I  descended  amid  a  lurid  exchange  of 
incivilities  between  the  rival  Jehus. 

It  was  even  as  the  'bus-driver  predicted  ;  the  exhibition 
this  year — from  a  pharmaceutical  point  of  view  at  least — 
seems  less  interesting  than  ever.  There  are  many  spaces  to 
let  and  novelties  are  difficult  to  discover.  Machinery  is  the 
predominant  feature,  but  it  is  machinery  particularly  adapted 
to  brewers,  maltsters,  and  others  engaged  in  similar  trades. 

There  are  few   exhibits    of  aerated-water  machinery, 
Farrow  &  Jackson  (Limited),  showing  several  kinds  of 
apparatus,  but  even  soda-water  machinery  is  not  largely 
represented.  An  ingenious  bottle-cleaning  machine  (capable 
of  cleaning  from  100  to  140  dozen  bottles  per  hour)  is  shown 
by  Thomas  Hill.    It  is  known  as  the  "  Century  "  bottle- 
cleaner,  and  is  constructed  of  four  revolving  brushes  which 
clean  the  outsides  and  bottoms  of  the  bottles,  while  another 
brush  revolving  above  these  is  used  for  the  insides.  The 
revolving  rinsers  make  a  perfect  job,  and  the  simplicity  and 
ingenuity  displayed  in  their  adaption  are  noteworthy.  The 
same  firm  have  a  glass  and  jar  cleaner  which  is  worked  by 
hand.    The  glass  to  be  cleaned  fits  over  a  centre  brush  with 
three  brushes  outside.    A  few  turns  of  the  handle  revolve 
the  brushes  which  are  under  water,  and  the  process  is  com- 
plete.   The  Beavis  rotary  filling-machine  for  Codd  bottles 
is  attracting  almost  as  much  attention  as  it  did  last  year,  but 
the  stall  which  is  most  evidently  the  popular  one  is  that  of 
Idris  &  Co.  (Limited).    It  is  nicely  decorated  with  plants 
and  flowers,  and  an  additional  attraction  is  a  practical 
demonstration  of  the  working  of  the  new  Idris  syphon- 
polisher.    The  latter  is  a  simple  and  effective  contrivance 
consisting  of  two  large  revolving  leather  discs  (with  an  ex- 
haust-fan attached)  against  which  the  syphon  top  is  held.  A 
nicely-printed   treatise   on  "  syphon-polishing,"  which  is 
being  distributed  by  the  Idris  representatives,  tells  novices  all 
about  it.    The  new  line  in  English-made  seltzogenes,  each 
one  packed  in  a  box,  is  being  pushed,  and  they  are,  I  was 
told,  having  an  increasing  sale.    The  syphon  accessories, 
another  speciality  of  the  firm's,  seem  also  to  be  of  much 
interest  to  many  visitors.    A  patent  syphon-top  cleaner  made 
by  Sidney  Munckton,   simpler,  smaller,  and  quite  as 
effective  as  the  one  we  noted  last  year,  is  exhibited.  The 
syphon-head  is  inserted  between  two  horizontal  leather  bands 
which  keep  it  fixed  and  give  the  preliminary  polish,  while 
four  circular  revolving  leather  discs  behind  clean  each  part 
of  the  head  properly,  probing  in  the  corners  and  edges  and 
producing  an  effective  polish.    Vacuum  and  rotary  pumps 
of  all  kinds  are  exhibited  by  F.  W.  Brackett,  and  W. 
Fletcher's  labelling-machine  is  again  exhibited.  The 
Berkefeld  Filter  Company  (Limited)  show  a  variety  of 
their  filters,  and  report  that  during  the  past  year  they  have 
done  four  times  the  business  of  previous  years.    Not  at  all  a 
bad  record. 

Gas  and  oil  engines  in  motion  were  shown  by  Crossley 
Brothers  (Limited),  J.  E.  H.  Andrew  &  Co.  (Limited), 
and  the  National  Gas  Engine  Company  (Limited),  and 
there  are  several  exhibits  of  refrigerating-apparatus.  The 
Neostyle  Manufacturing  Company  (Limited)  demon- 
strate the  value  of  their  rotary  duplicator ;  and  the  Bristol 
Waggon  and  Carriage  Works  Company  (Limited)  show 
drays,  vans,  floats,  carts,  and  such-like  vehicles. 

The  next  most  important  section  in  the  Exhibition  is  ! 


devoted  to  chemicals — using  the  word  in  the  widest  sense — 
the  lordly  pavilion  of  the  London  Essence  Company  being 
a  predominant  landmark.  Here  there  is  nothing  that  we 
have  not  already  noted.  Clayton  &  Jowett  (Limited), 
are  specially  pushing  their  new  essence  "  Bobzone,"  which 
rivals  in  popularity  the  earlier  "  Zolakone"  and  "  Rabbiezain" 
of  this  firm.  The  selection  of  essences,  extracts,  and 
colourings  at  this  stall  is  nicely  displayed.  Johnson  & 
Hooper  (Limited),  have  several  new  yeast-products,  as  well 
as  Edme  malt-extract,  and  sulphur  in  powder  and  roll.  A 
preservative  supplied  in  powder,  tablet,  or  liquid  form,  by 
Jewson  &  Senior,  is  said  to  be  an  effective  article ;  and! 
this  firm  are  also  making  a  speciality  of  refined  kalinite  and 
soluble  gypsum.  The  Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited), 
have  their  impressive  white  stand,  where  various  strengths 
of  saccharin  are  seen ;  and  the  Anglo-Continental. 
Chemical-works  (Limited),  show  the  "Tigress"  brand  of 
saccharin  in  tins  and  packets,  and  soluble  saccharin  in  tubes, 
each  containing  the  equivalent  in  sweetening-power  of  2  lbs. 
of  sugar  A  representative  at  this  exhibit  informed  me  that 
every  stage  of  the  manufacture,  from  the  raw  product 
upwards,  is  now  covered  by  a  patent.  The  Manchester 
Chemical  Company  and  Hassall  &  Co.  have  each  exhibits 
of  their  usual  character,  but  they  have  no  new  preparations 
to  report.  Pure  carbonic-acid  gas  in  steel  cylinders,  and  appa- 
ratus for  using  it  is  shown  by  the  Carbonic  Acid  Gas  Com- 
pany and  by  Barrett  &  Elers  (Limited).  At  each  stand 
solid  snow-white  carbonic-acid  gas  is  used  as  an  attraction. 

Alimentary  substances  are  fairly  represented,  the  nicest 
exhibit  being  that  of  Stephen  Smith  &  Co.  (Limited), 
where  Hall's  wine,  Keystone  beef -wine,  Keystone  Burgundy, 
and  all  other  wines  are  shown  amidst  agreeable  surroundings, 
and  in  Eeithetic  style.  Brand's  essences  have  their  usual 
corner  at  the  top  end  of  the  Hall,  and  visitors  appear  to  be 
appreciating  the  free  "  Brand's  "  which  are  on  tap.  Gordon 
&  Dilworth's  tomato-catsup  greets  one  in  the  Arcade  en- 
trance, and  crops  up  at  intervals  in  the  gallery  and  elsewhere. 
Bovine  (Limited),  show  their  veterinary  foods  and  White- 
head's automatic  tap.  In  the  left  bay  of  the  Hall  the 
palatial  rendezvous  of  J.  Dewar  &  Sons  (Limited)  is 
placed,  and  alongside  it  are  various  brightly-lit  exhibits  of 
beverages,  such  as  those  of  J.  Symons  &  Co.  (Limited) 
(Devonshire  cider,  &c),  and  Beaufoy  &  Co.  Pure  malt 
vinegar  is  the  standby  of  the  latter  firm,  but  such  things  as 
lime-juice  cordial,  quinine-wine,  and  meat-and-malt  wine  are 
given  good  place.  A  natural  mineral-water,  called  "  Sinaro  " 
from  Nastiitten,  near  Wiesbaden,  Nassau,  has  a  corner  all  to- 
itself.  It  is  attractively  put  up,  and  its  virtues  are  endorsed 
by  the  analysis  of  Professor  Fresenius. 

Scientific  instruments,  especially  those  used  in  brewing, 
are  exhibited  by  J.  J.  Hicks,  who  has  an  excellently-placed 
stand  right  opposite  the  main  entrance.  Dring  &  Fage 
show  Thorpe's  still  for  spirit-testing,  bacteriological  micro- 
scopes, thermometers,  and  countless  other  things  of  a  like 
nature,  and  J.  Long  exhibits  hydrometers,  thermometers, 
&c,  and  bottle-corking  and  washing  machines.  J.  E.  Coupe 
&  Co.  show  a  patent  liquid  level  indicator. 

Stoneware  is  well-represented,  such  firms  as  Doulton, 
Price,  Stiff,  and  Dobson  having  large  exhibits  in  this 
line.  Glass  bottles,  stoppers,  and  bottles  for  mineral  waters, 
&c,  are  shown  in  profusion  by  Barrett  &  Elers  (Limited), 
while  Idris  &  Co.  (Limited)  have  an  elaborate  show  of 
syphons  of  all  descriptions,  not  forgetting  seltzogenes,  and 
Fenestre,  Cadisch  &  Co.  have  their  usual  little  stand  filled 
with  nicely-finished  syphons  of  all  colours,  with  gilt,  nickel,  or 
silver  tops  (manufactured  by  Malesset  &  Chounard,  of  Paris). 

The  increasing  success  of  "  Sparklets  "  is  evidenced  by  the 
enlarged  display  which  Aerators  (Limited)  make  at  each 
consecutive  exhibition.  That  the  firm  is  a  live  concern  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  there  is  always  something  new  to  be 
seen.  This  time  the  already  large  list  of  specialities  la> 
been  strengthened  by  an  ice-cooler — a  compact  nickel -plated 
article  for  keeping  cool  aerated  waters  or  Sparklet  products 
generally.  A  new  machine  is  also  shown  for  livening  dead 
wines.  In  the  Gallery,  Vinolia  (Limited)  have  a  pretty 
show  of  their  perfumes  and  toilet  articles.  The  Ros- 
marine  Manufacturing  Company  are  there,  too.  Mineral- 
water  boxes,  cases,  and  crates  are  in  big  display  by  C.  H. 
Glover  k  Co.  (Limited),  and  also  by  Robinson  Brothers  & 
Smith  (Limited).  The  latter  firm  supplies  also  syphons, 
bottles,  and  screw  stoppers. 
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By  M.K.C.V.S. 

Skin=parasltes  of  Animals. 

OGS  are  much  troubled  in  certain  seasons  and  particular 
districts  with  ticks — the    dog-tick    (fig.  1),  Ixodes 


Fig.  1.— Dog  Tick. 


Like  ladybirds  and  other  insects,  they  are  present  in  great 
numbers  in  some  years  and  almost  entirely  absent  in  others, 
nor  does  there  appear  to  be  any 
special  cause  for  this  great  varia- 
tion. It  might  be  supposed  that 
unusually  hot  seasons  would  be 
more  productive,  as  they  are 
always  a  pest  in  the  tropics  ;  but 
this  does  not  seemingly  influence 
theproductiveness  in  this  country. 
Probably  the  explanation  is  to  be 
found  in  the  suitability  of  the 
earlier  months  of  the  year,  when 
reproduction  is  hindered  or 
favoured  by  climatic  conditions 
of  which  we  cannot  at  present 
take  accurate  account. 

While  each  species  has  its 
own  ticks— fleas,  lice,  mange,  and 
other  parasites — which,  like  the 
railway-ticket,  are  "  not  transferable,"  the  tick  is  somewhat 
of  an  exception  to  the  rule,  and  deer-ticks,  which  are  very 
large  and  formidable,  will  fasten  on  dogs  and  cause  them  a 
great  deal  of  suffering.  The  host  is  unable  to  rid  himself  of 
either  variety,  unless  by  a  mere  accident,  as  it  were,  he 
chops  one  up  in  his  teeth.  The  inherited  instinct  of  the 
tick,  however,  teaches  him  to  seek  those  parts  of  the  body 
where  the  victim  cannot  apply  his  teeth,  as  about  the  head 
and  neck.  If  suffered  to  remain  in  any  number  they  induce 
•debility  by  sucking  the  blood,  and,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
ticks  found  on  Texas  cattle,  convey  other  diseases — at  least, 
it  is  so  assumed,  as  the  fever  and  prostration  caused  are 
out  of  proportion  to  the  amount  of  blood  taken,  and  which 
a  healthy  dog  could  spare  without  such  serious  consequences 
as  are  well  known  to  result. 

A  remedy  that,  by  application  to  the  tick's  body  and  the 
dog's  skin  will  efftctually  dispose  of  the  parasites  without 

danger  to  the  host  has 
yet  to  be  found.  The 
writer  has  submerged  ticks 
ia  ol.  tereb.,  S.V  R.  and 
other  equally  powerful 
agents,  and  on  removing 
them  found  them  to  be 
none  the  worse  for  im- 
mersion. The  tick's  body 
is  extremely  hard,  and  his 
head  is  buried  in  the  dog's 
skin,  with  of  course  an  open 
wound  into  which  any 
substance  employed  for  the 
destruction  of  the  tick  will 
enter.  Mercurial  prepara- 
tions are  sometimes  recom- 
mended, but  dogs  are  par- 
ticularly susceptible  to 
mercury,  and  though  able 
to  take  one  good  dose  of 
calomel  or  pil.  hydrarg , 
the  same  quantity  divided  into  several  small  doses  will  very 
likely  salivate.  So  also  with  applications  to  the  skin  where 
any  extent  of  surface  is  abraded  and  opportunity  afforded 
of  absorption  of  the  unguent.  Hand-picking  is  the  sovereign 
remedy,  but  is  not  very  easy,  as  the  creatures  have  a  very 
strong  hold,  and  the  body  is  often  crushed  in  the  effort  to 
detach  it  from  the  host.  When  this  is  done  the  "  business- 
■end "  of  the  tick  falls  out  in  time,  but  its  presence  often 
induces  suppuration,  and  some  emollient  combined  with 
an  antiseptic  should  be  applied.  Ung.  simplex  with  tiiy.  ol. 
caryoph.  to  the  ounce  may  be  recommended  for  the  pur- 
pose. The  sheep-tick  (Melopliagus  ovinus)  is  by  far  the 
commonest  of  the  ticks  in  this  country.    It  is  also  the  least 


Fig.  2. — Sheep  Tick. 


Fig.  3. — Human  Crab  Louse. 


harmful,  unless,  as  lias  been  suggested,  it  is  the  bearer  of 
that  serious  affection  known  as  louping-ill.  Everyone  knows 
the  method  adopted  for  getting  rid  of  these  pests  upon 
sheep,  and  though  a  few  sheep  are  annually  lost  by  the  use 
of  arsenical  dressings,  it  is  choosing  the  lesser  evil  to 
submit  them  to  the  ordinary  process  of  dipping.  The  great 
amount  of  oleaginous  material  in  the  sheep's  fleece  permits 
the  use  of  a  powerful  alkali  as  a  solvent  of  the  arsenic,  which 
experience  seems  to  prove  is  the  only  effectual  agent  for 
destroying  scab,  ticks,  lice,  and  other  ectozoa  of  the  ovine 
tribe.  It  is  not  a  rare  thing  for  the  shepherd  to  finish 
a  dipping-day  by  immersion  of  his  assistant,  the  sheep-dog, 
but  we  have  known  several  die  in  consequence. 

The  ticks  have  claw-like  extremities,  but  in  none  so 
developed  in  proportion  to  their  size  as  in  the  crab  louse  of 
the  human  subject.  The  latter 
is  a  fine  example  of  evolution,  for 
how  could  a  parasite  hang  on 
to  the  pubic  region  of  a  creature 
possessed  of  hands  unless  pro- 
vided with  special  apparatus  ? 
Readers  in  country  districts 
no  doubt  have  occasion  to  pre- 
scribe at  harvest -time  for  victims 
of  this  parasite,  and  of  their  own 
dirty  habits,  but  the  subject  is 
outside  the  purpose  of  this 
aiticle 

The  counter  prescriber  should 
acquaint  himself  with  the  conditions  under  which  his 
patient  lives,  or  his  remedies  will  fail  to  bring  him  the 
kudos  he  desires.  With  the  lady's  pet  he  may  hope  to 
end  the  trouble  when  the  parasites  upon  the  animal 
have  actually  been  destroyed,  but  the  farmer  will  not 
mention  the  fact  that  his  dog  occupies  an  old  kennel 
infested  with  vermin,  and  no  sooner  is  the  dog  put  back  in 
it  than  a  fresh  supply  reinfects  him.  The  kennel  should  be 
washed  with  a  powerful  disinfectant  such  as  creosote 
emulsion  or  chlorinated  lime,  and  particular  attention 
directed  to  the  roof,  for  there  it  is  that  ticks  find  an  asylum 
when  the  careless  person  entrusted  with  the  task  of 
washing  contents  himself  with  wetting  the  floor  and  perhaps 
the  sides.  Many  dogs  have  a  favourite  sleeping  box  or  mat 
upon  which  they  habitually  lie,  and  this  should  receive 
attention,  or  the  bath  is  almost  useless. 

Lice. 

All  the  domesticated  animals  are  subject  to  lice,  the  dog 
and  cat  being  most  worried  by  them.  In  the  early  spring 
months,  when  a  sunny  day  is  experienced,  lice  may  be  seen  in 
millions  upon  the  hairy  covering  of  cattle  and  horses, 
especially  those  which  have  wintered  badly  or  been  bedded 
on  barley  straw.  The  extent  of  surface  is  so  great  and  the 
amount  of  material  required  so  considerable  that  the  question 
of  expense  in  seeking  a  remedy  is  serious,  and  one  must  be 
selected  such  as  stavesacre,  where  water  can  be  the  medium 
and  not  oil,  which  latter  is  very  effectual  even  without  any 
medication,  but  gallons  need  be  used  where  many  head  of 
stock  are  concerned,  as  it  is  no  use  to  half  do  the  job.  It  is 
very  little  use  entrusting  the  average  farmer  to  make  up 
anything  of  the  kind  by  supplying  him  with  materials  and 
the  clearest  instructions  ;  better  far  to  make  him  pay  a 
reasonable  fee  for  the  convenience  of  a  preparation  only 
requiring  the  addition  of  so  many  gallons  of  water. 

Fleas  (Pulex  Irritans). 
Many  ladies  insist  that  fleas  from  cats  and  dogs  are  the 
cause  of  their  presence  in  the  bedrooms,  but  enthusiastic 
lovers  of  animals  deny  it.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
dog  and  cat  fleas  are  special  to  their  own  species  and  do  not 
intentionally  leave  their  hosts,  or  if  they  do,  it  is  only  a 
wandering  fancy  which  they  soon  regret,  as  they  do  not  find 
the  skin  of  the  human  subject  to  their  liking,  and  merely 
remain  upon  the  genus  homo  for  warmth,  until  a  favourable 
opportunity  is  afforded  to  return  to  their  natural  habitat. 
One's  fair  customers  may  be  assured  that  dog  and  cat  fleas 
do  not  make  a  home  in  the  blankets  and  multiply. 

Harvest  Bugs  (Leptus  Autumnalis). 
This  horrid  little  pest  is  so  bent  upon  working  his  wicked 
will  in  the  short  span  of  life  at  his  disposal,  that  he  cares 
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not  whether  man  or  beast  first  affords  him  opportunity. 
Some  of  the  thin-skinned  dogs  of  the  Maltese  type  are 
maddened  with  rage  after  a  stroll  in  the  harvest-fields,  where 
they  have  been  fastened  upon  by  harvest  bugs.  The  life 
history  of  the  parasite  is  not  known,  but  it  affects  land  with 
a  subsoil  of  chalk  chiefly,  and  the  division  is  so  sharp  in  our 
geological  formations  that,  where  in  one  field  clay  is  the 
stratum  no  harvest  bugs  are  found,  across  the  fence  and  in 
the  next  field  they  may  prove  intolerable. 

It  is  the  same  small  red  insect  about  which  country 
chemists  are  annually  consulted,  when  its  effects  are  felt 
about  the  ankles  of  persons  engaged  in  harvesting,  or  on  a 
visit  to  the  country.  If  seen  before  it  burrows  it  should  be 
killed  immediately,  but  unfortunately  it  is  seldom  felt  until 
it  has  punctured  the  skin,  and  then  rubbing  the  spot  simply 
increases  the  trouble,  by  causing  the  insect  to  eject  an  acrid 
matter  which  sets  up  an  area  of  inflammation  and  takes  on 
the  appearance  of  ordinary  eczema.  We  have  seen  lotions 
advertised  by  seaside  chemists  for  allaying  the  irritation,  but 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  trying  them  on  animals. 
Up  to  the  present  veterinarians  have  been  particularly  un- 
fortunate in  finding  a  remedy  which  will  alleviate  the  dog 
or  cat  when  affected  by  the  Lcptus.  Freiberger,  the  greatest 
German  authority,  had  made  no  progress  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks  by  treating  with  a  4-per-cent.  solution  of  carbolic 
acid  in  glycerin.  The  writer  has  found  acid,  hydrocyanic, 
dil.  allay  the  irritation  sooner  than  anything  else,  but  it  is 
not  a  remedy  to  supply  over  the  counter.  01.  tereb.,  if  used 
carefully,  answers  the  purpose,  but  in  a  clumsy  way,  as  it 
vesicates  the  skin  as  well  as  kills  the  parasite.  It  is 
effectual  with  a  dog,  who  cannot  complain,  but  it  must  not 
be  applied  to  a  cat,  the  latter  being  particularly  sensitive  to 
turpentine,  carbolic,  paraffin,  and  many  other  substances 
which  are  quite  applicable  to  dogs  and  cattle.  Besides  the 
tendency  on  the  part  of  cats,  and  in  a  less  degree  of  dogs, 
to  absorb  poisons  through  the  skin,  there  is  the  added  danger 
of  licking  off  dressings  which,  like  the  arsenical  dip,  are 
suitable  for  other  animals  not  usually  given  to  removing 
offensive  substances  with  their  tongues. 
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Dispensing "  may  be  obtained,  d  lty  paid,  from  Messrs. 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  of  New  York  City. 


Coming  )£\>ent0, 

"Wednesday,  October  31. 

The  Public  and  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride's- 
Institute,  Bride  Line,  E.C,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Wilford  will  read 
a  paper  on  "  Labels." 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Nottingham  Section),  at  7  p.m.,  in 
Room  23,  University  College,  Nottingham.  The  Chairman 
(Professor  F.  Stanley  Kipping,  F.R.S.)  will  deliver  an  address 
on  "  The  Development  of  Industrial  Organic  Chemistry." 

Thursday,  November  1. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.C.  Ex- 
hibits by  the  Members. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  P.M. 
The  papers  to  be  read  are  : — "  Dihydrohomocamphorie  Acid 
and  its  Oxidation  Products,"  by  Dr.  Arthur  Lapworth. 
"  Derivatives  of  Ethyl  a-methyl  6-phenylcyanglutarate,"  by 
Messrs.  W.  Carter  and  W.  T.  Lawrence.  "  The  Nitration  of 
Acetamino-o-phenylacetate  (Diacetyl-oaminophenol),  a  cor- 
rection," by  Professor  R.  Meldola,  F.R.S  ,  and  Elkan  Wechs- 
ler.  "Rhamnazin  and  Rhamnetin,"  bv  Messrs.  A.  G.  Perkin 
and  J.  R.  Allison.  "  Luteolin,  Part  III.,"  and  "  Genistein, 
Part  II.,"  by  Messrs.  A.  G.  Perkin  and  L.  H.  Horsfall. 
"Colouring  Matter  of  theFlowersof  Delphinium  consolida," 
by  Messrs.  A.  G.  Perkin  and  E.  J.  Wilkinson.  "  The  Action 
of  Alkalis  on  the  Nitro-compounds  of  the  Paraffin  Series, 
Part  II.,"  by  Professor  Wyndham  R.  Dunstan,  F.R  S.,  and 
Ernest  Goulding,  B.Sc.  "  Hexachlorides  of  Benzonitrile, 
Benzamide,  and  Benzoic  Acid,"  by  F.  E.  Matthews,  and  "  The 
Influence  of  Solvents  on  the  Rotation  of  Optically  Active 
Compounds,  Part  I.,"  by  T.  S.  Patterson. 

Friday,  November  2. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (Manchester  Section),  at  the  Vic- 
toria Hotel,  at  7  p.m.  Address  by  the  President  (Dr.  Gross- 
man) on  "  The  Study  of  Chemistry." 

Saturday,  October  27. 

Leeds  College  of  Pharmacy,  at  7.30.  Smoking  concert.  Mr.- 
E.  A.  Lawton,  Huddersfield,  in  the  chair. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion has  been  fixed  for  November  14. 

The  fifth  annual  smoking-concert  of  the  Burgoyne-Burbidges' 
Cricket  Club  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  on  Friday, 
November  2. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. — In  the  programme  of  the 
session  printed  last  week  (page  618),  the  entry  for  December  6 
should  read  "  annual  reunion,"  not  "  annual  dinner." 

The  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  seventh  annual  dinner 
will  take  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  November  24.  Mr. 
W.  L.  Howie  will  preside,  and  distribute  the  medals  and  prizes. 


